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In the past 12 months alone, midwifery care has received the highest scientific 

endorsement, with a systematic review of 11 randomised controlled trials involving over 

12,000 women from around the world demonstrating that outcomes for women receiving 

continuity of care from known midwives were better than for women who received 

fragmented care from multiple midwives and doctors. Midwives can be trusted to refer 

and consult when needed (Ref: Australian College of Midwives). 



 

 

 

 

In parts of rural and remote Australia, there is no medical practitioner available within 

hundreds of kilometers, or, where they are available, they hold locum positions which 

change every three months or so. In such areas, it is the midwife or nurse practitioner 

who is the consistent provider of coordinated health care.  

 

For example, t

 

 

From 1 July 2010, the new Nursing & Midwifery Board of Australia will be responsible for 

regulation of the profession. Nurse practitioners and midwives are required to meet 

professional competency standards (Midwifery Competency Standards 1st Edition 2006; NP 



 

 

 

Competency Standards 1st Edition 2006), professional code of ethics (Code of Ethics for 

Nurses 2008; Code of Ethics for Midwives 2008) and a code of professional conduct (Code 

of Professional Conduct for Nurses 2008; Code of Professional Conduct for Midwives 2008), 

against which they will be registered every year. Failure to practice within the competency 

standards, ethical code and professional code of conduct, will result in disciplinary action by 

the Board.  

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


