Marsden Wagner M.D., M.S.

July 8, 2009

Ms Claire Moore

Chair

Senate Community Affairs Legislative Committee
Community.affairs.sen@aph.gov.au

Dear Senator Moore,

For 15 years | have been a Director of Women’s and Children’s Health for the
World Health Organization. | understand that you are now in the process of
making legislative changes to improve maternity care. It is imperative that this
process allows the women of Australia to have absolute choice about their place
of giving birth, including out-of-hospital birth centers and planned home birth.

For years, obstetricians have fought to maintain a monopoly over childbirth by
falsely claiming hospital birth is safer. There is now overwhelming scientific
evidence that planned out-of-hospital birth is a perfectly safe choice for at least
90% of pregnant women who have not had serious medical complications. So it
is not a question of safety but a question of freedom of women and families to
control the circumstances of one of the most important events in their lives—the
birth of their child.

There is also considerable scientific evidence that for the 90% of pregnant
women without medical complications, midwives are the safest persons to attend
birth, whether in the hospital, birth center of at home. Your legislation must
include all necessary provisions to guarantee the presence of midwives at all
planned home births.

For all the above reasons, the World Health Organization strongly endorses
maternity care systems which give women absolute choice of place of birth,
including home birth and a midwife to attend her birth.

Sincerely yours,

Marsden Wagner M.D., M.S.
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