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REGARDING THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION FOR CHANGES TO MATERNITY
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The Honourable Nicola Roxon, MP
Minister for Health and Ageing
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2601

Dear Minfster,

I am writing as a concemed citizen regarding the proposed changes to maternity
services, legislation for which is about to be presented to Parliament. While |
understand that the new jegisiation seeks to provide benefits for midwives in clinical
settings, which will certainly enhance maternity care overali, there is no provision in
the new arrangements for independent midwives who care for women at hiome. in
addition, Commonwealth-supported insurance cover for midwives will not extend to
independent midwives, which wilt make them unable to register with the new National
Registration Scheme for Health Care Providers. Without registration, independent
midwives will be unable to practice, and homebirth will be effectively outlawed.

For a number of reasons, this situation is unacceptable. All women shouid have the
right to decide where and with whom they birth their babies. Homebitth may be a
minority choice in this country, but it is stili a valid choice. Many women will continue
to choose homebirth, often after hospital trauma. This legislation will merely serve to
push homebirth ‘underground’, with all the attendant risks and anaeties that this
produces.

The Australian College of Midwives has released a statement in which it expressed
its concem that the new legisiation will precipitate "a rige in unattended homebirths
[which] will only get worse uniess the govemment extends its proposed indemnity
scheme to ensure healthy low risk women can continue to choose homebirth with
competent networked midwives™. if women are denied access to a high standard of
midwifery care in their preferred venue, then there will certainly be a greater number
of cases of wormen and babies piaced at terrible rigk through unattended homabirth.

Homebirth is a safe, evidence-based mode! of maternity care ~ it makes no sense to
exciude it from the current legisiation. independent midwives provide an outstanding
leve! of quality professionat care, which has informed mainstream matemity practice
for years. This iegislation restricts midwifery practice — against scientific evidence,
against the principies of women'’s informed choice, and against the safety of
determined homebirthing women.

Please, in your posiion as Minister and author of this iegisiation, seek 0 amend the
lagislation before it is written into law. Act bravely by seeking to ensure that
homebirth is a safe, indemnified and legal option for women in this country.

Yours sincerely

/Vk@f\a\ﬁ/w/at.
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