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Caesarean Awareness Network Australia (CANA)
Friends of the Birth Centre (FBC)

Mt Beauty & District Country Women's Association
Medical Indemnity Industry Association of Australia
CARES-SA

FORUM Birth Switzerland

Midwives in Private Practice Subcommittee of the Australian College of
Midwives Qld Branch

Friends of the Mackay Birth Centre

German Saociety for childbirth education, family support and women's health
(GFG)

Australian Private Midwives Association (APMA)
Friends of the Birth Centre Townsville

Darwin Homebirth Group

Maternity Coalition

Queensland Centre for Mothers and Babies (QCMB)
Midwyf Services Pty Ltd

Australian College of Midwives ACT

Rural Doctors Association of Australia

Australian College of Midwives

Homebirth Network of SA Inc

Australian Nursing and Midwifery Council
CRANADplus

Homebirth Australia

Royal Australian and New Zedand College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists

Home Midwifery Association

Australian Nursing Federation

New Beginnings Midwifery Practice

Community Midwifery WA
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Supplementary information

» Response to questions arising from hearing 6.8.09, dated 14.8.09

o Comparative table of guidelines under which states and territories offer public
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29 Australian Medical Association (AMA)
30 Melbourne Midwifery
31 Women's Hospitals Australasia
32 Natural Birth Education & Research Centre Inc
33 Homebirth Access Sydney
34 Health Consumers of Rural and Remote Australia (HCRRA)
35 Bund freiberuflicher Hebammen Deutschlands (BFHD)
36 National Council for Women Queensland
37 Women's Health Goulburn North East
38 Midwives Alliance of North America
39 Nurses & Midwives Board of Western Australia
40 Australian College of Midwives Queensland Branch
41 Association for Improvements in the Maternity Services
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43 Australian College of Midwives Student Advisory Committee
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1621 Slattery, MsBronwyn 1769 Staples, Mr Nathaniel and Staples, Ms Marae
1319 Slimmon, MsVictoria 101 Staples, Mrs Maureen
915 Smallwood, Ms Tania 914  Stebbing, Ms Jodie
475  Smart-Vaher, Ms Rosey 554  Stein, MsLesley

1653 Smethurst, Mr Bill & MsKerry 212  Steiner, MsLisa

1561 Smethurst, Mr Glenn 19 Steinman, Ms Carolyn
1608 Smethurst, Ms Joanne 1539  Stephen, Mr Joseph and Florence
1688 Smethurst, Ms Michelle 1816 Stephens, MsKirsti
884  Smit, Ms Nicolette 317  Stephenson, Ms Robyn
1290 Smith, MsBelinda 983  Stevenson, Ms Sdly
1845 Smith, MsClaire 1101 Stewart, MsKelley
1636 Smith, MsEmilie 1726  Stillwell, Ms Marcia
1632 Smith, MsHelen 1672  Stimson, Mr Russell
63 Smith, Ms Janice 61 Stirling, Ms Jenny
969  Smith, Ms Kathryn 277  Stock, MsKate

340  Smith, MsKylie 921  Stokes, MsEmily
1159 Smith, Ms Neidra 919  Stokes, MsKathryn
1211  Smith, MsNina 604  Stolarski, Ms Y anai
1625 Smith, Ms Sally 890  Stone, Ms Christine
270  Smithard, Mr Joel 887  Stone, Ms Jacquie
1566 Smyth, Ms Jennifer 484  Stone, MsLael

245  Snedden, MsRaobyn 766  Storey, Ms Sharon

394  Snow, Ms|sabel 1451 Stratton, MsPatricia
307 Sola, MsMira 1456  Street, Mr Arthur

1809 Soliman, Mr Roy 1300 Street, Ms Anna

1801 Soliman, Ms Jacqui 1405 Street, Ms Margery
757 Solo, Msllana 815 Stringer, Ms Alison
1046  Solomon, Mr Peter 889  Strodder, MsBelinda
1045 Solomon, Ms Kathryn 1838 Suggate, Ms Carolyn
1322  Sonnenburg, Ms Karen 945  Sullivan, Ms Rachel
537 Sorensen, Ms Fiona 1119 Summers, Mr Matthew
1374  Sortino, Ms Marinella 1282 Summers, Ms Carolyn
363 Southwood, Ms Deborah 162 Summersfield, Ms Miia
18 Spanger, Ms Lindy 293  Sunderland, Ms Natalie
1493 Sparre, Ms Candice 1789 Sutcliffe, Ms Michelle
642  Speck, MsKirsty 202  Sutherland, Ms Emma
144  Spiers, Ms Caroline 1741 Suttie, Michael

1840 Sprague, Ms Annie 358  Sutton, MsElise
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1750 Swain, Ms Jdulie 1291 Tichelaar, Ms Anita
1727 Swain, Ms Scarlet 1567 Tilasmi, Mrs Kaara
324  Swan, MsAmelia 543  Tilley, Ms Genevieve
1818 Swan, Ms Suzanne 243 Tinworth, Ms Amanda
267  Swansborough, Ms Catherine 1508 Titcumb, Ms Mary

944  Swift, MsLee 1473  Titcumb, Ms Maureen
1427  Swinbourne, Ms Jo-Anne 491  Todd, MsPru

1158 Swing, MsAlice 749  Tomecko, Ms Nikoleta
1753 Symonds, Ms Sarsha 337 Toms, Ms Melinda

408 Szoke, Ms Rashelle 1212 Tossey, Ms Tamarah
304 Ta, MsMeleseini 756  Toussaint, Ms Simone
382  Takizawa, Ms Miki 1150 Townsend, Ms Danielle
1381 Tampiyappa, Dr Harriet 1245 Toye, Ms Susannah

731  Tan, MsYewy and Mayberry, Mr Tim 1820 Tracy, Professory Sally and Tracy, Dr Mark
859  Targett, Ms Debbie 1518 Trappel, Mr Ray and Trappel, Ms Lynne
26 Tasker, Ms Melanie 85 Travis, Mr John

589  Tatton, MsKristie 1351 Trevan, Ms Elizabeth
1393 Taylor, Mr Brian 582  Tricarico, Ms Christine
126  Taylor, MsDiana 5 Tricarico, Ms Nicole
28 Taylor, Ms Elizabeth 479  Triggs, Ms Jacqui

899  Taylor, MsLucy 1052 Trinder, Ms Tracey

677  Taylor, MsNina 1896 Troedd, Mr Harry

1183 Taylor, MsPriscilla 1762 Tropp, Mr Dan

403  Taylor, Ms Samantha 1477  Truelove, Mr Cliff and Ms Gall
1700 Teather, Ms Ceri 1195 Truelove, Ms Katherine
981  Tebbutt, Ms Sarah 214 Truffuax, MsImogen
942  Telfer, Ms Rebecca 1663 Truong, Ms Beryl

1375 Templeton, Ms Jody and Templeton, Mr Aron 1475  Turi, Ms Tanya

365  Tenni, MsKate 990  Turnbull, Mr John

1823 Tesselaar, Ms Annelies 986 Turnbull, Ms Jennifer
179  Tham, MsKaren 830  Turner, Ms Amanda
729 Thiessen, Mr James 1839 Turner, Ms Cindy

1494 Thomas, Ms Vivienne 165  Turner, Ms Jennifer
1362 Thompson, Ms Emmy and Thompson, Mr Arcld86  Turner, Ms Laura

47 Thompson, Ms Joanne 681  Turner, Ms Stephanie
816  Thompson, Ms Penelope 1308 Urbahn, Ms Fdlicity
840  Thompson, Ms Rebecca 1682 Utley, MsMonique

473  Thompson, Ms Suzanne 1690 Utley, MsNicole

71 Thompson, Ms Wendy 717  Vaeintine, Ms Kaggi
1156 Thomson, Mr Leigh 352 Vaente, MsMaga

45 Thorneycroft, Ms Lisa 1870 Vaentine, MsTina

932  Thornton, MsLouise 780  Valay, MrsKathy

166  Thorp, Ms Bettina 835 Valay, MsKathy

33 Thorpe, Ms Amanda 1263 Van Beek, Mr Peter
1422 Thorsen, MsLynne 1024 VandeWid, MsAlanya
230  Thynne, MsPaula 1176 van Dreven, Ms Judy

110  Tibbs, Ms Jannette 1431 Van Harskamp, Ms Karen
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1442 Van Ligten, Ms Melinda 1887 Waud, MsKate

1535 Van Nunen, MsLisa 1112  Weaver, Mr Paul

329 Van Raak, MsRache 930 Webb, Mr Isaac

1537 Van Schie, Ms Danielle 120  Webb, Ms Fiona

1802 Vankuyk, MsClaire 1631 Webb, Ms Rachael & Mr Jacob
1740 VegaViera, MsManuela 1791 Webster, Ms Tara

550 Vella, MsBetty 646  Wedd, MsHeidi

812 Vera MsClaudia 1912 Weeramanthri, Mr Tarun and Ms Karen
739  Verduci, Ms Jessica 1264 Weiner, Ms Haete

1325 Verity, Ms Grace 1500 Weir, Mr Bill

333  Vicari Hoy Poy, MsKareena 1181 Weaeir, Suzanne

1626 Victor, Mr Laurie 845  Weller, Ms Nerida

594  Vigliaturo, Ms Jo 1098 Welsh, MsKylie

1819 Villeneuve, MsLissa 59 Wemyss, Ms Carly

1575 Vincent, Ms Jesse 675  Wenitong, MsRain

649  Vine, MsEmma 361 Werner, Ms Greta

218  Vinson, Mrs Aretha 1038 Wernick, Ms Tamasha
842  Virgo, Ms Candida 109  Westaway, Ms Alexandra
902  vonder Heyde, Mr Victor 111 Westbury, Ms Sally

104  Vos, MsRenee 813  Weston, Ms Rebecca
296  Wagner, Ms Marsden 526  Wetherspoon, Ms Esther
383  Wakamatsu, Ms Laura 381 Wex, MsMary

618 Waldbaum, Ms Nadine 1872 Whale, Mr John

1385 Waker, Mr Ross 1733 Wheatley, Mr Bernard
1185 Walker, Mr Scott 180  Whedler, Ms Jewel

2 Walker, Ms Alison 704  Whinfield, Ms Vicki
1194 Waker, Ms Anne 1711 Whitby, Ms Gladys
1107 Waker, MsBelinda 1465 White, Mr Paul

647  Walker, Ms Beverley 349  White, MsClare

775  Walker, MsLeah 1536 White, Ms Felicity

77 Wallace, Mr Michagl 1844 White, Ms Joan

326  Wallace, Ms Heather 1270 White, Ms Lucinda

1594 Walsh, Ms Teresa 1464 White, Ms Tamsyn

625  Walters, Ms Megan 909  Whitehead, Ms Simon
42 Walters, Ms Sacha 544 Whiting, MsLisa

1034 Warby, MsRos 776  Whittingslow, MsKierra
519 Ward, MsKas 1231 Whittington, Ms Carrie
1842 Warner, Ms Bronwyn 1598 Whyatt, Ms Sarah

539  Warren, Ms Sandra 1027 Whyman, Ms Melinda
464  Washington, MsKylie 13 Wilcox, Ms Sarah

474  Wassenberg, Ms Desiree 1170 Wilde, Ms Jan

1657 Waterman, Ms Tanja 1834 Wilk, MsLucy

186  Waters, Ms Alison 1445 Wilkes, Ms Naomi and Hochapfel, Mr Jean-Simon
286 Watson, Dr Greer 1387 Wilkinson, Ms Fleur

869 Watt, Ms Rachel 1617 Williams, Georgina

190 Watts, Ms Catherine 1876 Williams, Ms Crystal

1395 Wattus, Ms Jdulie 1173  Williams, Ms Ellie



732  Williams, Ms Gabrielle 1064 Worrall, MsBarbara

710  Williams, Ms Kathryn 1620 Worrall, MsBarbara

323 Williams, Ms Kiersten 1066 Worrall, Ms Deb

645  Williamson, Ms Naomi 1492 Worrdl, Ms Tracey

1313  Willis, Mr Damien 7 Wren, Ms Edwina

1204 Willis, Ms Kirsten 1540 Wyatt, Ms Chloe

273  Willmott, Ms Nicole 169  Wyer, MsMaria

1223  Wills, Mr Dan 1559 Wylie, Ms Jodie

1022 Wilms, Mr Greg 1467 Wylie, MsKatie

1797 Wilson, Mr Eric and Wilson, Ms Tracey 1246  Wynne, Ms Lorikate

396  Wilson, Mr Hugh 1564 Yali, Ms Nyree

564  Wilson, MsIngrid 510 Yates, Mr Luke

197  Wilson, Ms Joanna 416  Yates, MsChantel

907 Wilson, Ms Meredith 1630 Yates, MsMarion

1511 Wilson, Ms Nicole 94 Yee, MsUrsula

1080 Wilson, Ms Sarah 31 Y oung, Mr Paul and Da Silva-Y oung, Ms Janelle
1008 Wilton, MsKellie 584  Young, Ms Chris

1208 Winder, MsKelly 1691 Young, MsDebra& Young, Mr Russell
1450 Winter, MsVanessa 1124 Young, Ms Jennifer

494  Winterflood, MsElise 1616 Young, MsLucinda

253  Withnall, Ms Amy 1240 Young, MsMeagan

979  Wolff, Mr Chris 373  Young, Ms Shelley

943  Wolff, Ms Jane 1514 Zahra, Ms Suzanne

1556 Wong, Ms Chee Ho 984  Zandstra, Ms Carly

852  Wood, Mr Grant & Ms Jo 210  Zantor, Ms Samantha

164  Woodbury, MsKyles 1044 Zazulak, Ms Carla

1251 Woodward, Ms Robyn 14 Zimmerman, Ms Michelle
282  Woolhouse, Dr Michelle 1595 Zonta, MsAlana

113 Worland, Ms Jotara 1032 Zupan, MsVeronica

1065 Worral, Mr John 743  Zwar, MsAtlanta

The Committee received a proformaletter from 29 individuals. The text read:

" | write with great concern about the lack of choice Australian women will have in the
future for birthing their babies under your proposed Maternity Reforms.

Your proposed birth reforms are going to remove the option of birthing at home with
a private registered midwife. It will become illegal for a midwife to attend a birth
outside of a hospital unless she has personal indemnity insurance, which midwives do
not have and nor do they have any prospect of getting because they are too small in
number to warrant an insurance company taking them on, not because they are a high
risk for claims (they are not) but because they are too few in number to create a large
‘pool’ of claim money.

| believe we should be working towards making home birth more accessible to
women, not outlawing it. Countless studies from around the world tell us that women
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birthing at home have a far lower rate of intervention and complications during child
birth. | believe that it should be a standard for private health funds to offer cover for
home birth and that Medicare should provide rebates for those who choose home
birth and prenatal care through a registered midwife. It is discriminatory that right
now only the women who can afford it can choose the option of home birth.

More home births would mean utilising the wealth of skill in our midwives currently
doing home practice as well as the many who are aspiring to do so. It would also take
a load of pressure away fromour public health system.

| saw your appearance on ‘Insight’ many months ago - the episode that looked at
midwifery and current birthing models. | came away with a sense of hope that you
supported more options for women to choose how they wish to best birth their babies.
| am deeply saddened by your change in attitude which kowtows to the current
patriarchal model of hospital birthing. Although this option suits some women, it
leaves little option for the others who do not have faith in that system and those who
see child birth as a natural process, not one that routinely requires a hospital visit.

| feel deeply saddened at the prospect that my own daughter may be denied the
opportunity to birth her babies at home if and when the time comes.

| believe that being able to choose the environment in which to birth my babies and
also the carersto be present is a deeply personal and basic right.

Please do not take this away.'



