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B Alcopops are
yery appealing to
younger people,
and contribute

to underage and
binge drinking.
In CHOICE's

trial. 24%
18-18-vea

thought there

of the
r-olds

was no ajebhol
in the alegnops

they tasted™ e

B The regqulation

of alcopop

g

marketing —
and of alcohol

MOTE gene

— dossn't

TEiY

effectively

protect

Teelasers,
Parents naad

// consumed form of alcohel among 3

Fany heaM and advocdcy groups are concemed

‘ sahout the influence of pramixed aicohols — known

as ready-to-drinks (RTOs} — on teenage alconel use. Aa

RTD is part spirit ar wine and part non-aicohclic drink,

such as milk or a soft drink, bought in a premixed format.

They're aisa known as ‘alcopops’ or ‘designer’ drinks,
Research shows that alcopops are extremely popuiar

S |
eady ’drink?ﬁ

Alcopops are the drink of
i underage drinkers — .

R

FJ:/wu;\ %’._

e

i

Vodka Mudsha,ke o

‘Do vou think this contains alcohol?’
' NO (%)

UNSURE (%)

Alcopaps (322 69 n 1
Saft drinks (324 9 85 5
Wine (81) w0 0 0
Bear {81) 100 0 0

with unde{age dr'mth&éf ke ofe The number in brackels &s the number of times these drnks were
wéﬁ&@””ﬁmge drinkers. They’ mmm tasted altogether

-17-year-oid gigls,
are cansidered an initiation drink bVﬁWﬁ:ﬂg peopie,

and have been described by industry and concerned
idging” ar ‘gateway’ beverage
experienced drinkers, who aren't yet used to the taste
of alcohol, Their popularity among younger teenagers
has been afributed to their rendy packaging and sweet
flavaurs, which can mask the taste of alcohol. As one
iournalist quipped, an alcopop is "a fizzy drink which
aliows alcohol to be introduced into the bloodstream

while bypassggg&\;eﬁ e buds”
=7 Witf¥hs Terns in mind, wa set aut to find

1o anen g ”L/(
cammunicatio how easy i would be for young people {of drinking age,
“reundgetiovolved. Fcohotin
SHEE S CENNTATEY S & of alcohot in

24 ] CHRITE

TR ﬁ&,@

COn ALY

alcopops and other alcaholic heverages, using a blind
tasie tesithatincluded a mixture of alcoholic and non-
alcoholic drinks. See How we tested, far right.

ey T Going to press ih -
to an inguiry to examing Aust*atla 5 alcohol toll.
The Senate's Standing Committee on Community
Affairs will axamine a bitl [proposed by Family
First] that would reguire heatth infsrmation labels
an alcehol, ads for aicohol to be approved by a

. government hody and TV ads to bé‘i@s‘w«;ﬁ@go
(el am. me«mssm&;q the inguiry are
1T

v ichwill regor: uv 18 June 2008,

- ;Sa id one,

As the table above shows, many of our teenage
participants had difficuity detecting alcohol in the
alcopops — only 63% thought they contained alcohol,
compared with 100% correctly identifying the beer
and wing as alcoholic drinks. Almost a quarter of the
tegnagers coufdn't taste the alcohol in alcopops. They
found it most difficult to identify it in Vodka Mudshake
[which looks and tasies rather like a chocolate
milkshake}, particularly the malag -~ only 51% thought
this beverage contained alcohol And these were
18 and 19-year-olds with some experience drinking
alcahol; it's likely vounger drinkers weuld find it even
Rarder to tell.

According to one participant, "That's what these
are great for — because they do taste like soft drink,
it's good for kids that have no alcahel experience
Iwhatsoaver, so they don't have to taste the alcohol and
Fhey don't realise how drunk they're getting.”
| Ant in terms of appeal, alcopops werg the most
hopular alcoholic beverage in our trial — 60% of
n articipants fikad their taste {not far behind the 77%

1 ho ikad the soft drinks}, campared with 25% who fikad

|ne and 38% beer. And they're even more appealing
hen you're younger, according to our 18-19-year-olds.
“1 used to drink all of thase when | was a bit
Like when | was at school.”

!
fyounger...

Meopop producers use colours as shortout cugs o

PHOEOGRAPHY. GENE ROSS

e
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g e

s clubs tdd to curb
- culture, or lose cash

IAHAN a culture of binge drinking at
sporting clubs for the rise of the
LLER problem, and threatened to pun-

isn clubs that did not tackde it.

. Under his plan, the Govern-
mient will spend $14.4 miilion ©
help sporting clubs devetop
codes of conduct on binge drink-
ing among their members.

The Government will also
gpend $18.1 million on edu-
cation and early intervention
orograms for teenagers, and

ubs could lose gov-
ding if they don't
th a plan by Prime
in Rudd to counter
s an epidemic of
ng among young

ne a2 B8 million

_ MULTIMEDIA LIFE AT

previously on smoking, speeding
motorists and AIDS.

The plan could also involve
giving puolice more powers to
confiscate alcohol and caution
voung binge drinkers. -

i Up to $20m over two vears for “hasll-
Ditting TV, fadio and intemet | nggﬁlgn
tonfronting young people. .

they wvisited sporting clubs,
Rudd said the clubs would/
expected to develop and don-
form to new codes of condydt for
monitoring binge. drinkjhg on

- m '$id,xim'g¢3nfs-ba"séc§ ngra:
anti-binge dinking projects at 500
-clubs and Gmer organisation
& 319, L on garly intervertion and L
_ diversion programs for under-18s, At § 1o

tane pilot program in each stats. g

“taited 6 co-operate, Mr Rudd

said the Governmeni would
“take sporting organisations’
actions om this question into
account in the po%sibie future
mns;dera?mn ef gm;’zta .

B RPN 1 R AP

the $53 million for the program
will be drawn from what the
Prime Minister's office cailed
“unspent health monies”.

The announcenient won sup-
port froin health groups. “For the
first time in more than a decade,
the Federal Gevernment has
come up with a strategy for our
biggest drug problem,” said
Daryl Smeaton, chief executive of
the Alcchel Education and
Rehahilitation Foundation.

He said the strategy seemed
0 be based on “what we know
wotks” - diversion programs for
under-age drinkers, and a focus
on sporting clubs,

“We have a major cultural
igssue in this country: the link

honirosys abeadind mndd ennet’ By

(players)
their fathe
models. T
being a.cox
drinking ¢l

parents it was
alcohol to chi
Australia
acting chief
Rogerson
needed ento
being “just b
on all the tirm
The fou
Spurts progra
around the o
shithe Fine iy




Call to regulate licensing approvals

By JILL STARK
MEDICAL REPORTER

EVERY new bottle shop opened
in a rura] area will lead to 32
assaults, and each new pub in
the city will spark 17 domestic
violerice cases, alcohol
researchers have claimed.

BExperts say a new study has
for the first time confirmed a
direct link between density of
liquor outlets and alcohoi-related
vielence.”

They say it will give local”

commumities stricken by alcohol
abuse clear evidence of social
harm when objecting to a new
guor Heence,

Dt Tanya Chikritzhs of the
National Drug Research Instituie
said the flndmgq were the “tip of
the 1ceberg

“What we've presented is
only the assaults that are
reported. to the police. Only
arcund one in 10 domestic viol-
ence incidents actually get
reported, so this Is a nuch bigger
problem that we thought,” Dr
Chikritzhs said.

“We're seeing more and more
deregulationr of the industry,
everyene wants a liquor licence,
even hairdressers and video
stores. ¥ shouldn't just be about
open slather and profits for a
mmorlry when the majority wear
the cost.’

The study correlated assauit
figures withy the number of
“average-size” bottle shops and
pubs to calculate additional
annual assaults caused by a new
outlet. Pub size was determined
by beer sales at each venue.

The findings were based on

‘Western Australian cutlets — ane
of only two states where

licensees are legally reqmred to

report sales figures,
Dr Chikritzhs called on V1c~
toria’s liquor licensing body tfo

make pub and botte- shop

owners disclose their sales data.

“In order to reject a licence
application there has te be evi-
dence te show that it will end up
adversely affecting the public

- bealth, safety and amenity of the

community, But unfortunately in
most states and territories that

evidence doesn’t exist in a

usable form,” she said.
VicHealth  chief executive
Todd Harper said liquor licens-

ing bodies should consider the |

research when granting new
llwncm
“This is port:aymg the real
cansequences of outlet density.
We now have some pretty power-
ful evidence that where we have
existing levels of alcohol-caused
harm in communities we cer-
tainly shouldn't be adding to the
problem by creating new
licences,” he said.
The [lindings come as the
Senate yesterday agreed to an
inquiry into Family First's

- aleohol toll reduction bill,
The upper house’s commu- |

nity affairs committee will inves-
tigate the bill, which proposes
health warnings on alcohol prod-
ucts, Introduced last vear by

Senator Steve Fielding, it will also |

give government control over
alcohol advertising and restrice
marketing toyoung people

A spokesman for Victoria's
liquar licensing director did nat
return calls from The Age.

o il g;fn
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COCKATOOS b
t the new winged ;




graldsun.com.au

ONE in four teens sur-
veyed couldn't taste
aleohol in sweetened
ready-to-drink alco-
nolic beverages, New
regearch has revealed.

Ten drinks — four soit
drinks. four ‘“alcopops”,
and beer and wine — were
given to 78 testers, all aged
18 or 19. About 24 per cent
couldn’l taste the aleohol
in the alcopops.

Choice spokesman
Christopher Zinn said the
results showed sugar and
flavourings masked the
taste.o JJz 4~ ‘1 per cenl

“And ahnost }

the vodka in the chocolate

=milk vodka drink,” he said.

He sald the young gen-
erally didn't like alechel,
avoured alcopop

‘were often an ITToduc-

tion to drinking. But he
gaigd hinge-drinking
couldn’t he blamed on
manufacturers alone.
Stephen Riden. spokes-
man forthe Distilled Spir-

Holly He

male testers souldn’t ta%e o

consumear reporter

its Industry Councit of
Australia, agreed, saying
drinks were designed for
those over 18.
“Inevitably, some of
these products will appeal
to those aged 15 and 16
who want to do the things
that aduits do,” he said.
He said parents could
take a tougher stance,
“Arpund 90 per eent af
alcochol consumed by
teenagers is bought for
them by parents or oider
siblings,” Mr Riden said.
But VicHealih O
o1 Said if a drink
d locked non-

yid for the young.
. of thew drmks

hem alatabie

for young dimkers. They

are inexpensive,
high alcohol content:
“They give young people
as much low-cost booze a8
possible,” Mr Harper said.
Geoff Munro, the Aus-

havea

trafian Drug Foundation’s
fommunity alcohol action
network director, said
aleapops were disturbing.

“We know that pre-
mixed spirits are the pre-
ferred drink of young and
underage drinkers, who
puf their safety and their
heaithh at risk by binge-
drinking,” he said.

Choice used DBacardi
Breazer Raspherty (4.8 pey
cent alcohol), Rugkl Lem-
on (481, Vodka Cruiser
Passionfruit (5 and Vodka
Mudshake Original Choo-
clate (4} in its testing.

Bacardl spokesman Co-
lin Rochester said i was
important to note that
nst testers could identify
icoholic beverages.

He said eRZers were
safe anhgd comvenient be-
cause they offerd a stan-
dard alcGhol arhount and
were diffiquit to spike.

“We ard not blind to the
fact thatthere are under-
hle who diink our
uciﬂ; and we are con-
C(\zned about that,” he
said. “Bui i is part of a
broader social issue.”

POLITICIANS are feuding over the hest
way to deal wilth the ateohol scourge.
Prime RMinister Kevin Rudd has
promised to soon reveal plans {6 com-
hat alcobod and druog abuse.
Hui Opposition bealth spokesman
Joe Hockey said although the public

MPs on booze and cheers

shenid be warned ahout the dangers of
jrresponsible  drinking, politicians
shiould not act like hypoerites.

“1 think there's an element of hypoc-
risy in some people preaching absii-
pence or moderation then breaking the
rules themselves,” Mr Hockey said,




city smells of booze, ™
blood, anger and fear.: .
Anditreeks of danger. It's
too late to moralise. s time to
look urgently for answers.

But first, a snapshot of what
unfotded four nights ago as Iapent
the night on Melbourne’s streets
with ambulance officers:

mase-l-amiddie- aged man
from Echucais stimdingint
heart of town, opposite Flitrde:
railway station.

He, his son and three mends
have Just been bhashed. Itis
approaching lam and the man’s
emotions lurch from fury to
helpless wailing.

He is bouncing one foot up and
down, agitated. His whole body
shakes. He hasa nasty wound to
the back of his head, a bruised
face, and bicod all over him. But he
is lucky.

A few minutes earlier he was on
the ground, semi-conscious, asa
gang of12 black men kicked him
a.nd 8

55t

e ,,whmh seems
to dawn on him as he hegins
howling. Then the anger hits:

“The nigger will diet” he says. A
black African man arrives to
remonsirate; ealling him racist.

The ambulance oRicers retreat,
expecting more trouble that does
not come. _

The man's sonistakento =
hospital. The man claims they had
not provoked the attaclk.

“Never, ever wouid you come
%)ack to thls 5---holg _

T he abeaumful a

; Image 2 barely 10pm in a back

room of one of those huge swilling

j pits they cali nightclubs,

' Amaninhislate 20sisslu a

ona chair. He wears suit- ts, a

DoseIed pdtwWs gashes acro
the top of hlS head.

> He hasbeen bleeding profusely
and has alarge green plastic
rubhbish bin infront of him intc
which he will later vomitin
spectacular fashion,

An smbulance officer wearing
blue surgical gloves s forward
to check his neck for injurdy:

The man's head flops about

N 2 wet Friday night your

arge po pans e
d.

are so drunk they stumble. A man 3
tries to piggyback a woman across
theroad and theybothendup
roliing in the gutter. :

People lurch in front of cars.
"There’s areal sense that the _
scene could turn sour and violent
within minutes.

" Stark images and all come from
\amght the experts say was
chmparatively quiet.
©n Friday the rain didn’t cleanse
theistreets.

The cricket crowds, the football
crowds, even the protesting Serbs
wergnot the preblem.
Afeohol was. That and the
stupidity of youth, a culture of
tression and the inevitable
gnger of white v black.

This city is so familiar, buf the
atmosphere is not. There have
always been drunks and thugs.
But the mood has changed.

The police agree, and Assistant
Commissioner Gary Jarpleson says
his people are only “treading . -
water’” asthey try to address what
is happening.

The ambulance officers say the
viglence and drinking is much
worse and even some of the
nightclub operators warn it is out
of control.

There is without questiona

‘* booze-sodden culture that goes

™, beyond drinking 00 much beer
durinating in the street, and
instead focuses on “shots” of
spirits, getting destruetively
“hammered” and fighting.

But the time o be appalled has
passed. It i3 time for everybody
invelved to argue this out and do
20 in publie.

That includes police,

utance, nightelub owners,
Fourk ige authorities

v eudl leok at eve
e nye of this aggres¥
booze-u ou-fall culture, th
icensing laws, the powers of

without support.

His eyes roll and close.

Ten metres away the dancing
continues, the music thumps and

The paramedic says the man has
an “aitered state of consciousness”.
This rnay be because of his head
injury, but is probably the vast
amount of alcohol he has pumped
into himsel.

Beis taken to hospital with no
idea what happened, A mate wilt

insist later that he slipped and fell

while in the bathroom. The ambog
are sceptical.

amid the new heart of Junacy on
Melboume streets. .
£ i

drinks are thrown down with frenzy.

Image 3: Queen St, about 1ipm

police, a zero-tolerance strate

and the ridiculous planning ia
at permtit icences that are
anteed to cause troyle.

ate Governme

pr issi rts
onthe .

road toll.

What is happening in our town

now is equally 1mportant :

sidding ztseiflflt

0 angerous disgrace.

s o 5 ¢
..-u" 4.

of menace about em' town and,/ )

AL mght at the weekend,itisa A

.
T et i
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e tmeesaoa o dalel 10 BIQUOGT mm,ci to deal wnhaburge in drunken fromlrﬁa%g j

By ANDREA PE?RJE%
-and CARERGNT

& failed o pay their annual renewal fees
with the government licensing body,

Mdcieiicm is understood to.-Have

ued thuusands of_sipension
notie ficensees earlier

& (his m(mth pfohibmng them from
operating uniess payment was made,
Paolice have the authority to close
down any licensed venue that does
ot carry appropriate accreditation,
The annual licensing fees, which
& range from $170 o thousands of dob-
lars — depending on the premises’
hours of operations — expired at the

e,
3?"“;\

upemrmg Llicgally after the hcen g

Liquor Licensing director Spe"

/

.,_ uinber of restaurants involved.
} He said some lcensees could not
gfford to pay the [ee while others had

_simply forgotten to pay. Some of the

businesses had also ceased to operate.
Australian Hotels Association {(Vic-
toriay chief executive Brian Kearney

said sporting clubs and smaller res--

tauranis were likely to make up the
bulk of those involved, and those still
operating while suspended were doing
so ilegally. “Technically they are trad-
ing while their licence is suspended
and the matter would be referred to
the police if the matter is not promptly
settled,” he said. -

If the licence is renewed hefore

with regquirements where necessaryi,

n R o Yk LR RO

seﬂmg liquor illegally

7 endyol December. Licence holders had

Tune, the suspension is automatically
lifted, he said.

A Liquor Licensing spui«:swaman

confirmed that the body had recently,
commentced its complinnce prograny
1o ensure that licensees who fajled 4

comply were given an opportunity oY

do so hefore further action was taken.

“Enforcement action is conducted
by Victoria Police, however the com-
pliance program is an escalated pro-

weess, which helps distinguish between

genuine iicensing breaches and delays
oceurring in the course of day-to-day
business operations,” she said.

A Victoria Police spokeswoman
said the foree’s licensing services div-

ision sent out information (v local
police so they could take actioy

against those who failed to comgly

bourne over the WW
labeHed the worst in recent meoenths,

NJeport into CED violence, pohce

m Fitzrey and Chmato .

=

I LOEERAILILID 1) G et

inct,” Cr Ng said.

Y Tl
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Booze, violence mar weekend

By MW

{COHOL-fuelled violence in Mel™

In the western suburbs, poixc |
charged four teenagers with attempteq
tsrder after an assaudt in Kealba left &
{-yearqld boy with hfe threaienm%
hedyd injuries i
A i was mne of the busmst mghtg

with police declaring ¥ breakdows of
law and oxder in city putty strip
O7f the same ddy as an Age spemai/ De ty Cemmassmner

Brar Walshéé

% don’t believe we've gol 4 g3

axrested 26 people for assauit and .
- J but} we've certamk

G ofiencaq fuelled ay too_maer
alcohol.” '
A’ 19-year- old man suffele
suspected it and a 17-year-old poy
was knocked unconscious in a bfawl™.
between two groups of teenagefs at
Flinders Street station on Sat,u day
nighf Fhegfack came hour
ice subdued drunken brawlers wis,
capsicum spray .at the Men’s Gallery
steip club and three separate assaults

the mghtciub strxps, there is a deter] g
ration of pﬁbhc nrdet dr;ven bi

Eﬂclfihﬂ AN

2T

ach to the problem alongsid'

s




has been give.
About 44% of voters say he has

steady on 10%.

lived up to his promise to be an

Labor's vote after diszriimtig;n

By JiLL STARK
and PETER KER

ome ave drinkt 18 a7l

CHILDREN as young as 12 are
secking help for aleobol abuse
as new figures from a major
Melbourne drug treattment centre
evedl a sixfold increase in cases

g

Ger or a bottle of spirits a day
nd have developed serious
aalth problems such as cirrhosis

of the liver or hepatitis C.
Cannabis dependency has also
risen sharply, with seme children
smoking it 1o block out the pain
of abuge.

Youth workers from Victoria's
biggest drug trearment service for
under-21s, the Youth Substance
Abuse Service, say alcohol and
cannabis dependence are now
more  common than heroin
jction,

new figures from the

isfjr’v‘ii\;come ahead of a separate

report to be released today from
the Australian National Council
on Drugs, which will warn tha
20% of 16-year-olds are drinking
to harmliul levels in any given

week, while one intevery20¢

children aged 12 is drinking at
harmful levels,

The council's report com-
hined several major statistical
studies on substance abuse for
the first time. It warned that extra
support for the family members

b

ehavioural issues like ADHD
ttention deficit hyperactivity
sorder} and may be seit-medl-
ing by smoking cannabis.”

© Today's Australian National
ouncil on Drugs report will
argue that alcohol and substance
~abuse is less likely amonyg voung
people whose parents actively

ANZ V? F’LUS

dipprove of alcuhol e’
alcohol use by young p ﬂple '

has become normalised and is -

often seen as a rite of passage to
adulthood,”’ council chairman
Dr John Herron said. '

The report estimates that at
least 453,000 Australian children
are af risk of exposure to binge
drinking by an adult.

One of the report’s authors,
Df Saily Frye, said a family
environment whew cmldren

", Were not exp
- less likely to lead to B )
ing- habits than one wh(,re

to afmhol was

parents try to gradually | introduce
their children to aleohol.
_Thereport warns that siblings

“of substance users had a “signifi-

cant” need for support, givén
evidence that sibling drug use’
may increase the likelihood of
initial use by younger siblings.

. “There appear to be 'a
number of gaps in the provigi

inemum mvastment of $5,000 Is required. You should consider whather this product is appropriate for you, Terms apd cafditions avaifableon requESL Australia and New Zealand Eank%ng Gmup ti

sabimgs of qubstance users,” ﬁiﬁ

mciudmg s1bimgs — was needed.
Figures released to The Age
show that the Youth Substanes
Abuse Service treated 776, cases
of alcohal problems last Year -—
up from 136 n 2002,
Cannabis cases rocketed from
808 t0 1213, while hegain cases
plimmeted from 824 ¢
The inhalation of to __--”“'snbu
stances such as spray-pafl, glue
and petrol tknown as chroming}”
has also doubled.
And users are getting younger,

mth,m’fe 15 -year- elds accaui}t-
_ifig for 12% of all drug treatments
e U from 9% in 2002 :
Actoss all ages, 40% of the ser-
vice's clients have been diag-
nosed with a mental illness, such
as drug-induced psychosis, Many

have been kicked out of school — ’
. people o s vbviously irdentional

and have lost contact with fammily.
Youth workers say children
traumatised by bullying, sexuval
~-abuse and domestic violence are
infreasingly turning to alcohol
and cannabisyew..

zeport says. :
~Mrs Wright said young people
from migrant and refugee back-
grounds were also a concern.
“We're starting to see more

“young people from African, com-

munities, and alcohol is #1€ #ain
issue. It's abam wanfing to fit

I

' not 50 readily 'aﬁaﬂabie and hers

it's everwvhere and not that
-expensive,” she said,

g “Some of them have fled waz |
cmd have been living in refugeé,
camps. One cliert had been ina

canp for 17 vears. He just did not -

want to remember any of that life
and saw alcohol as a way of
masking those memories.”

This month marks the Hth
anniversary of the Fitzroy-hased

. Youth Substance Abuse Service,

yffering thei rotintramen the l

King prot

" which has helpeéﬁ 10,000 young.

& job or they may go through
.teunited with theirfamily. I truly

Ipsﬂa anht, director of the %
youth service’s south-east region, &
said the void left by police crack-.
downs on hard drugs-such_as
heroin.meant alcohol and canT™
,uabis weremu h more popular.

from-a marketing perspective,
and we see people who develop .
toblems’ as

people.... through . remd{mtzai
rehabilitation, day centres, detoxi
3f1€anon and counselling. - -

< Mrs Wright said the SUPpoOLt -
had saved lives, “For sofne young
- people the turning point ay be -

counselling -and detox and are
heliéve If we weren't there to

intervens, then many of them
may nat be alwe

ABN 13005 357527,

cnlourb%ye is a zrade ma




~ because we -use gallon's' of i
the stuff,”” Mr McKengie said.

'1burnians think the city.is
ecoming more violent, an Agef
ielsen poll has found.
And as concerns gmw aboul

teohol-fuelled a8saults in. the

B, the Australian Hot

tation has” faken ‘the “wnpre

edenied step of calling for &

eeze on new barg;and night—
uhs irs the city centre:’ )
The Police Association is also -

amandmg its members heg

"~ combat a sharp i
. on police. And héalth experts are

three qnazters of

calli 1 review of Victoria's

heral drinking laws, which have
- paved the way for the develop-
‘ment of several “super clubs”

such as CQ Bar on Queen Street,

swhich is licensed for 6170

patrons.
- Police Association assistant
secretary  Inspector - Bruce

s:McKenzie saild the force was

undér siege and increasingly
forced to use capsicum spray o

“quell brawls in the city.

“*As far as capsicum spray
~goes, I don’t know whai gur

members ever did without it,

-hard- 1761

AHA (Victoria) chief executive

Brian Kearney said it had backed _
a tetnporary moratoriium orn new .

barsas a cm:wt breaker”

argamsa&mn and
think it's immportant to be part-pf
the solution, not the problem.”

The Age poll, taken over the
past week, found 72% of Mel-
bourne residents believe violence
is increasing in the city, while
12% think it is decreasing.

Even so, only 28% think Mel-
bourne is a worse place to live

than it was five years ago,.-

whereas 56% say it is better,
Located on four floors of the

former RACY building, CQ Bar is

allowed to serve alcohol “af any

time on any day’, according to
its permit, and is within 200
metres of 12 other bars and a
bottle shop, A members-only bar
on the 15th floor of the same

building, Blue Diamond;
licensed for a further

peopie. )
Police have regulaﬂy com-

splained of “alpohelfuelied anar-  Woul
S ey in Medbolirne's crowded w0

late-night strip, which has

angered city residents ©and-

caused regrets for the architect of

Victoria's drinking laws, Pro-

fegsor John Nieuwenhuyser. -
This is defzmteiy not what I
had'in mind,” he said. “1 was
looking to promote a more Euxo-
pean; civilised style of drinking,
but we seem to have been swept
away by a wave of binge drink-
ing, “These places that disgorge
thousands  of peopie onto the

Gus
Tronically, the
hmnsmg model was recently

¥ Continued PAGE 4
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aper from the Australian National
souncil on Drugs provided graphic

roho} abuse among young Austra-
n 10 people aged between 12 and

k too much alcohol in the past

hinge drinking — five or more

for a female and more than

ale — was most pronounced
17-year-olds, with one in five

at least once a week. “We've
tics and we need to do some-

now,” the ANCIY's chairman,

ald ane Mzﬁi’é’terw Rudd

Mr Rudd and his Health M,
g announced a $533 million

ey to confront what he called

1 fggmge drinking”. The Govern- i o T

has three parts: $14.4 million  ling pinge drinking, This is, he said, astepin  over which parents have litile control and,

clubs to deveiop cr)des Of con- thetight direction. It will be reviewed in 12 indeed, which can be inherited by teenagers
heir members; 519 —="months. The strategy has been welcomed by as a family tradition resembling a rite of
vention and dlversmn pmgmms f()i‘ heaith and sports groups -~ as it is by this passage on the'way to adulthood: the ANCD
18; and $20 million over two newspaper, which has long campaigned for a report found tHat more than 450,000 children
Ock-tactics advertising campaign  co-ordinated federal approach to this destruc-  lived in homes where adults binge drink.
§ of anti-smoking, road salety tive social problem.. Somehow, as smoking, sex and dr;vmg

campaigns. My Rudd has been The ominous thing is that hi?’lﬂ(—‘* drinking hecime sihipet fo oreater septing onsd eopr

in terms of cost and harm caused, the effects ™
of aleohol abuse are greater-than those of all
illicit drugs combined. As clinical psychologist
Simon Crisp wrote in The Age on Menday, - -
alcohol is a poison and neurotoxin, far from -
the “jolly juice” of popular myth. Last year .
the National Health and Medical Research
Council's guidelines for safe drinking levels
were drastically reduced from four and six . .’ations rather than one pa
standard drinks a day for women and men -~ ¢/ and will also require co-¢
respectively, to two standard drinks for all < -and territories to achieve
adults and not drinking at ali advised for chll»- . has indicated that the Go
dren under 15 and pregnant women.: . “» . -7 -examine possible change
What there has not been is any sense of 7 ing and labelling -
co-ordination of policy. The cocktail of ' bear on pakif
circumstances that comprises under-age dri
alcohol abuse — lack of parental care or -
responsibility, availahility of alcohoi at
social funcdons, insufficient awareness of the
physical and psychological damage of binge -
drinking ~ is a lethal blend of the irresistible, :
unavoidable and just plain ignorance. v
Changing these perceptions reqmzes Elme and
various forms of education. - "

'totf_;eycung Foreya
~natipnal basis the N3
_ciiminal offence for p
-18s with alcohol. This, t
4 more complex mindshi

Mr Rudd’s determinat
{ appears direct and sount
| has indicated that sports
Adevelop appropriate code
~rinking could have their
- withidrawn. Certainly the
betwe ssport and boeze

Mr Rudd is tight when he says teenage S -Chan@ng this prepiwn
drinking is a question of personal respons- = . 'task on its oWn — but chi
ihility. But if his pmpesaj 0 wmk mth % punitive measures are ne

falelasiasds prpwwza;mr:z syl e o . [N LIVRIN M |






