£ May 2008

Committee Secretary
Community Affairs Committee
Department of the Senate
Parliament House

Canberra ACT

By emall
Dear Secretary
Estimate of AUSTAR customers in ‘prescribed areas’

trefer to my letter of 1 May 2008 in which § advised that AUSTAR expected to be
able to provide the Committee with a breakdown of how many AUSTAR customers
we believe we have in 'prescribed areas' by the end of today.

In order to prepare the breakdown we needed further information from the mapping
experts at the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and indigenous
Affairs (FaHCSIA) about what areas comprise ‘prescribed areas’ for the purposes of
the NT emergency response legislation.

Unfortunately, since writing to you, FaHCSIA has been unable to provide us with the
information we need. Accordingly, we cannot conduct the analysis the Committee
has reguested.

The only subscriber number analysis we have at this stage was prepared in fuli
consultation with FaHCSIA in September 2007 and relates to then active AUSTAR
accounts in the 32 'prescribed areas' we were able to identify at that time. A table
setting out the names of the 'prescribed areas’ included in the sample and our
preliminary analysis of AUSTAR subscriber numbers in these areas is attached.

We are continuing to emphasise to FaHCSIA the fundamental importance of their
input into our analysis as well as our need for certainty about what exactly the
‘prescribed areas’ referred to in the NT emergency response legislation are. It is
obviously of great concern to us that we will potentially be subject to severe penaities
for breach of our licence conditions under this draft legislation when there still does
not appear to be a consensus on the definition of this basic element of the Bill.

We will tet you know as soon as we receive the information we require and, if it is not
too late by then, would be happy to provide the subscriber number analysis the
Commitiee has asked for,
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Please feel free to call Emma Rackley (on 02 9 394 9806) or me {on 02 9295 0153} if
you would like to discuss the sample analysis atfached in more detail.

Yours sincerely,

Page Henty
Corporate Counsel
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