DOCTORS AGAINST CLONING

Letter to the Editor

October 16th 2006
Dear Editor,

As medical professionals, we are concerned by the ethical and scientific misconceptions
surrounding the cloning debate.

The central ethical misconception isthat cloned embryos are not embryos, and therefore creating
them for research does not violate research ethics. That isincorrect, since al embryos created
naturally or by cloning or by IVF are living human beings capable of further development.

This political strategy to redefine the cloned embryo was formulated last year by the International
Society for Stem Cell Research, and was criticized as 'evasive' by the respected journal Nature
(Playing the name game — stem cell biologists should not try to change the definition of the word
‘embryo’, July, 2005).

Likewise, for palitical reasons, the Society decided in 2004 to evade negative feelings about
‘cloning’ by redefining it as'SCNT' (somatic cell nuclear transfer). This has confused people into
thinking that cloning and SCNT are different scientifically and ethically, when in fact these are
two terms for the same process.

People need truthful terminology if they are to reach sound ethical conclusions. Cloning (SCNT)
does indeed create human embryos solely for research, and that is unethical.

Scientifically, claims about potential benefits from therapeutic cloning have been misleading. For
example, Alzheimer'sis often raised as potentially curable with stem cells, even though world
authorities such as Professor Colin Masters of Melbourne University dismiss such suggestions.

The redlity isthat no embryonic stem cell treatment has ever been successfully used in humans,
for reasons such as tumour formation, while stem cells obtained from adult tissues are safely used
in numerous human conditions and for research.

Consequently DOCTORS AGAINST CLONING will direct public attention to stem cell research
that is both ethical and effective.

Y ours sincerely,

Dr Megan Best MAAE, BMed(Hons)
National Convenor, DOCTORS AGAINST CLONING, contact 0434 823 678

And 212 Australian Doctors — signatures following:

Dr lan Airey MBBS, FANZCA

Dr Wendy Allen MBBS FRACP Paediatric fellow

Dr Joan Anderson MBBS(Syd)

Dr Mary W Andrews M.B.ChB., D.Obst.R.C.0.G.,D.A., FRA.C.G.P
Dr Susan Armstrong MBBS FRACGP
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Dr David Baartz MBBS FRACOG, Clinical Director of Gynaecology
Dr Richard JBailey

Dr John Banfield MBBS (Syd), FRACGP

Dr David Banney MBBS

. Dr Joanna Barlow

. Dr Nick Barre MBBS

. Dr Robert Batey

. Dr John Best BMed, Dip Sports Med, FACSP

. Dr Megan Best MAAE BMed

. Dr John SG Biggs MA, MD, FRANZCOG, FRCOG

. Dr Ray Binns MBBS Psychiatry

. Mr David Bird MBBS MS FRCS(Ed) FRACS

. Dr Wendy Bourke

. Dr C R Bowker MBBCh (RAND), FRACGP

. Dr Stephen Bradford M.B.,B.S. , DipRANZCO&G., MEnvStud., BSc(Hons).
. Dr Doug Bridge BMedSc Hons, MBBS, FRACP, FRCP, FAChPM, DTM&H
. Dr Andrew Burke MBBS

. Emeritus Professor Peter W Burvill MBBS.(Adel), M.D. (WA), FRANZCP, FRCPsych,

FRCPE, FFCM, DPM

. Dr Pete Caiga
. Dr Patrina Caldwell PhD BMed Paediatric Staff Specialist, NHMRC Centre of Clinical

Excellence in Renal Medicine

Dr Lindy Camden BHSc(Nursing) CM MBBS

Dr Graeme Carroll

Dr Sum-QOi Esther Chan BMBS, FRACGP

Dr Andrei Cheng MBBS (Syd)

Dr Robin Choong MBBS FRACP FJFICM AIMM

Dr Geoffrey Chu Consultant Physician, MBBS, FRACP

Dr Yvonne Chung RACGP, MPH

Dr Jonathan Clark MBBS

Professor Graeme Clark AC FAA FRS FTSE

Dr Brian Conway MBBS (Hons), B.Med Sc (Hons), DCH, FRACP, Consultant Paediatrician
Dr Gabrielle Courtney MBBS

Dr Margaret Cover

Dr Tim Coyle MBBS, DobsRCOG

Dr Rob Cullingford MBBS FRACGP DA DCH

Mr Graham Cullingford MBBS FRACS

Dr Jocelyn Cullingford MBBS

Dr Corey Cunningham MBBS FRACGP

Dr John Curran MB,BS; FRACGP; Dip Obs

Dr Mel Cus MBBS FACSP

Dr David A Cutting Paediatrician, MBBS FRACP

Dr Rory Donnellan MBChB, FRACP

Dr Roslyn Doyle MBBS

Dr TriciaDrew BMed Sci (Hons), PhD (Medicine), MBBS
Dr Basil d'SouzaMBBS

Dr Suk See De Ravin

Rev Dr Macolm Dunjey MBBS DPH DIH FRACMA FAFPHM BD
Dr Lachlan Dunjey MBBS FRACGP DObstRCOG General Practice
Dr Natalie Edgar MBBS

Dr Charles Elliot MA(Oxon) BMBCh FRACGP DRCOG

Dr Rodney Evans MBBS, FRACGP

Dr Paul Evans MBBS BSc (Hons)

Dr John Feltoe MBBS

Dr Kevin E Finucane MBBS, FRACP

Dr John Foley MB ChB FANZCA

Dr lan C Francis MBBS(Syd) FRACS FRANZCO FASOPRS
Dr John Francis MB BS FRACGP SbStJTotal
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Dr Paul Fung MBBS
Dr Norman C Gage MBBS, FRANCOG, Grad Dip Palliative Care
Mr Frank Garlick MS FRCS FRACS FACEM
Dr David M Gawler MBBS, FRACS FRCS, C.S. Senior Specialist Surgeon, Royal Darwin
Hosptial
Dr Daniel Gibson MBBS BSc(Med) FRANZCP Graduate Certificate Health Management
Dr Deborah Gilbert MBBS(Hons) Dip Obs FRACGP
Dr Mark Gilbert MBBS FRACGP
Dr Catherine Girdler BMed
Dr John Glancy MBBS FRANZCR DDR(Syd) FRCR
Dr Anne Glew
Dr Philip Good MBBS FRACP
Dr Philip Goodhew FRACP Paediatrician
Dr Belinda Goodwin MBBS
Dr Margaret Jean Graham MBBS, DRCOG, FRACGP, FRANZCP, Consultant psychiatrist
Dr Mary Frances Graham MD
Mr Lindsay Grigg FRCS, FRACS
Dr Diane Grocott MB BS, FRANZCP
Dr Janet Gross MBBS, FRCPA
Dr AmeliaHaines MBBS, Dip Sexua Health Counselling
Dr Ping Han Consultant Haematol ogi st
Dr Arthur Hartwig MBBS
Dr Lynne Hayes MBBS. (Hons)
Dr Chris Hayward MD, FRACP
Dr Vernon Heazlewood FRACP
Dr M D Heazlewood M.A., TH.C, MBBS, FRACGP, DIP.PM
Dr Anthony Herbert MBBS, B Med Sc, FRACP
Dr Stephen Hinton M.B.,B.Ch., FCP(SA), FRACP
Dr Andrew Hughes MBBS
Dr David Hunt MBBS, FRACGP
Dr Tony Huynh MBBS
Dr Jenny Ip BMedSc MBBS(Hons)
Dr Brendan Irvine MBBS (Hons), B Med Sci
Dr James Jabbour BSc(Med) MBBS MPH
Dr John James MBBS FRACGP
Dr Robyn James MBBS FRACGP DRANZCOG
Major General W B Digger James AC MBE MC MBBS(Syd) FRACS DPH(L ondon)
DTM&H (Lond), FCOM (Aust)
Dr David A Kardachi B.Med.,B.Sc.(Hons),
Mr Patrick Keenan MBBS, FRACS
Dr Bryan Kenny MBBS (Hons Class )
Dr Terence N Kent MB,BS FRACGP,NFPMC
Dr Sandy Kershaw MBBS (Hons)
Dr James Kho MBBS
Dr Yau Yang Koh MBBS BSc(Med)
Dr Fah Bee Kok MBBS
Dr Beris Konetschnik MBBS,MRCP(UK),FACPsychMed,DipSOP
Dr LisaKoo MBBS FRACGP Grad Dip Rural Genera Practice
Dr Sean Kristofferson MBBS BSc (Hons)
Dr Lee Chyi Lam
Dr John Lamb M.B., B.S., F.RA.C.G.P
Dr Catherine Lennon MBBS FRACGP IBCLC
Dr Richard Lennon MBBS FRACP(paeds) FACEM
Dr Annette Lim MBBS (Hons)
Dr David Lim MBBS
Dr David Lim MBBS FRACGP
Dr Michael Lim
Dr SylviaLim-Gibson MBBS BSc(Med) FRANZCP
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Dr Carolyn Little MBBS, Bmed Sci

Dr Siew L Lo MBBS, FRACGP, ThA

Dr Kevin Lowe

Dr Johanna Lynch MBBS FRACGP GP Mental Health

Dr John MacLean MBBS

Dr Graham E Marlin MB BS MD(Syd Uni) FRACP FAChPM of Australiaand NZ
Dr Eamonn Mathieson MBBS FANZCA

Dr Simon McCaffrey MBBS MRCOG FRACOG

Dr Judith McEniery MBBS(Hons), FAChPM, Palliative Care Specialist
Dr Thomas McEniery MBBS

Dr Luke McLindon MBBS, FRACGP

Dr Maria Louise Menkens MBBS, Bpharm Hons 1

Dr Elizabeth Millard MB BS, DCH, DRACOG, FACRRM

Dr John Roy Mackay Miller MBBS (Lond) FRCS (Eng)

Dr Brendan Miller

Dr Catherine Miller BMed

Dr Julie Mitchell

Dr Amos Moody MBBS, BSc

Dr Hsiang-Yen Moore MBBS Dip Paeds

Dr lan Murdoch

Dr Charles Nankivell MBBS(Hons) FRACS FRCS (England) FRCS (Edinburgh)

BD(Hons)London

Dr Nicole Nelson MBBS, Bpharm

Dr Michael Nicholson MB BS FRACGP FAMA

Dr Dominique Novic MBBS FRACGP

Dr Robert Novic MBBS FRACGP

Dr John Oakley MBBS, Dip RACOG

Dr Maria CeciliaOliver MD

Dr Tim O'Nelll MBBS, FRACGP, M Psych Med, Dip Obst RCOG

Dr John Padgett MBBS DRANZCOG DCH MPHC FRACGP Grad Dip Rural GP
Dr Josephine Pang MBBS

Dr Hea-Won Park MBBS

Dr Neil Parker MBBS MPH FAFPHM

Dr Margaret Payne Ph C, MB BS, FRANZCOG, FRCOG, B.Couns
Dr Eloise Piercy M.B.,B.S.(Melb.)

Dr Mathew Piercy M.B.,B.S.(Melb.,) FANZCA

Dr Christopher Pitt MBBS (Qld) FRACGP

Dr Michael Plunkett MBBS, FRACGP

Dr Robert Pollnitz Consultant Paediatrician, MBBS MRACP FRACP
Dr Roger Pope MBBS,FRACGP

Dr Donna Purcell MBBS

Dr Simone Ramsay MBBS

Prof Peter Ravenscroft MB BS, FRACP, MD, FFPMANZCA, FAChPM
Dr Elizabeth Ravenscroft MB BS, FRCP, FRACP

Dr Hume Rendell Short MBBS; FRACGP

Dr Peter Roach

Dr Tim Roberts MBBS, FRANZCO, FRACS

Dr Veena Roberts

Dr Sonya Rutherford MBBS

Dr Nabil Saleh

Dr Les Sands MBBS, FRACGP

Dr Joseph Santamaria OAM, FRACP

Dr C P J Schindler MB BS (Qld) FRACGP DTM&H (Syd) Principal GP
Dr Tyler Schofield MBBS

Fabian Schwarz BBioMedSc, MBBS (compl etion due in 2006)

Dr Philip Selden

Dr Stephen Seltenrych MBBS FRACGP
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Dr Adrian S Selwyn MBBS Syd, FFARCS Lond, FFARACS Melb, American Board Pl
Boston, FANZCA

Dr David Sena MBBS(Hons)

Dr Michael Shanahan MBBS

Dr Roslyn Shaw B. Med. Sc.(Qld), M.B.,B.S. (Hons) (Qld), F. A.N.Z.CA.
Dr Geoffrey C Sheahan MB.BS, DA, DTM&H

Dr David Simpson FRCOG FRACOG FRCPE

Dr Ken Simpson MBBS

Dr Howard Smith MBBS, BSc (med), PhD, FACGP

Dr Clifford Smith MBBS, FRACGP, DRANZCOG, DipObst RCOG

Dr Grahame Smith

Prof Barry Smithhurst

Dr David Steele BMed

Professor Alfred W Steinbeck MD BS(Syd) PhD(Lond) FRCP(Lond) FRACP, Member
Victoria Ingtitute

Dr Roslyn Stephens MBBS DRCOG

Dr David Symmons

Dr Jenny Ing Sing Tang MBBS(UWA 2000), FRACGP

Dr Jane Taylor MBBS, BmedSc, Dip RACOG

Assoc Prof Frank Thien MD FRACP FCCP

Mr lvan J Thompson M.B.,M.S. FRACS

DrL Bik To

Dr Ann TokuraMBBS

Dr Marissa Tubridy Clark MBBS

Dr Antonia Turnbull MBBS

Dr Catherine Turner MBBS, FRACS

Dr David van Gend MBBS, FRACGP, DipPalMed, Senior Lecturer

Dr Brigid Vout MBBS M Bioeth

Dr Joshua Wan MBBS

Dr William Warr MBBS, FRACGP, FASMF

Dr Martin Watson MBBS, Fellowship RACGP

Dr Robert Whittaker MBChB FRACGP FACRRM DA DipObst

Dr Barry Wilkins MD (Cantab), MA (Cantab), BChir (Cantab), FRCPCH (UK), FRACP,
FIFICM, MRCP (UK), DCH (Lond)

Dr Anthony E Williams MB,BS. FANZCA, Master, Medical Guild of St Luke
Dr Jennifer Williams FRANZCP, MA

Dr Jing Man Wong MBBS

Prof Paul Worley MBBS PhD FACRRM FRACGP, DObstRANZCOG
Dr Paul Wrigley MBBS Grad Dip Med (Pain) FANZCA FFPMANZCA
Dr Natasha Y ates MBBS FRACGP

Dr Stephen Yelland MBBS FRACGP

Dr TanyaYuen Yuen MBBS

Dr Stephen Zebic





