I have friends who have been severely affected by the husband's experience of an institution from the ages of 8-14 years. I won't name them or the institution, as the matter is currently "sub judice". 

 His experience involved repeated and frequent physical and sexual abuse, deprivation of food, comfort, love, education. He ran away at 14 years and survived on his wits and natural stamina. But has always suffered from nightmares and other psychological effects. He has recently detailed his experiences to legal representatives of the institution concerned, and these  papers have been formally entered as evidence of mis-treatment.

 The whole legal process was instigated by the institution, once they heard from my friend. No other avenue of care was offered, though perhaps had he met with a response of concern, compassion and apology, the legal avnue would not have been taken.

 The whole process has been gruelling, painful, stressful and expensive, with huge legal costs, that presumably apply to both parties.

 One reason I am writing is to suggest that the enquiry may result in other ways of dealing with compensation claims. Perhaps a detailed  and private hearing, suitable recompense without the legal hassles. All that is for you to consider, hopefully with the co-operation of all the institutions concerned.

I understand that the Inquiry cannot deal with particular cases in legal process, but hope this general statement may be considered. 

 

 Yours sincerely, Rosanna Jones. 

 

