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Thank you for the oppormunity to make a subiission to the l@llq uiry into Health Legisiation
Ameadment Bill 2005,

A3 u health provider, we are nost concerned rhat the proposed Bill does not provide sufficicnt
mechanisms to (1) ensore that decisions 1o impose conditions, limitations and restrictions gre
made I line with scicntific evidence, and (i) prevent arbitrary application of power by the
Health Minister. We are not at all clcar why thers is any negessity 1o change the current
system.

Our concerns apply to various health arcas, but most particulaly to the arsa of reproductive
healthi. The current Health Minister, Mr Tony Abbott, has beer: cutspoken in his personal,
moral views about repraductive health, in particulsr, his opposilion o woinen's acess to tafe
affordable prograncy termination. His exprossed anti-choics, snti-nbotion views conflict
with the majority of Australians and with decedes of repitable seientific evidence. This
evidence indicares, in part, that |

{a) Currently, 80% of Austalians believe ina wammfs{right 0 safe elective abortion:;
(b) Worldwide, wheve safe, affordable abortion services! arc aceessible, the abordon rue
decreases, wamen's reproductive health improves m}c‘l women and their familiss

enjoy betier quality of [ifs; :
(¢) Worldwide, where safe abortion is made inaccessible, because of prohibitive cost or

limited services, women will access unsafe abortion “wiih conyequent reproductive

morbidity and mortality.
(siven the above, there Is n real danger that the Bill would allow the current Health Minister,
and any future Health Minister, 10 privitege his own moral afenda above the genuine hexlth
neceds of Australians, The cutrent Health Minister could mulge abartion inaccessible to some,
or all, womien by imposing conditions on the Medicars rebate for pregnanoy terminations, or
by excluding pregnancy terminations from reveiving 8 Medidare rchate at ell. Thiz would not
be consistaut with our demooratic principles, nor with evidence-based best medical practice,
and would be a disaster for the health of women and their familjes.
i

Yours sincarsly,

Or Louls Rutman

Dr fan Roberts

Dr Greg Levin - |
Or Kathy Lewis . |
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