
 

 

 

 

 

The Senate 
 

 

 

 

Standing Committee on 
Community Affairs 

Gene Technology Amendment Bill 2007 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 May 2007 



 

 

 

© Commonwealth of Australia 2007 

ISBN  978-0-642-71792-4 

 

 

 

 

Senate Community Affairs Committee Secretariat: 
Mr Elton Humphery (Secretary) 
Ms Christine McDonald (Acting Secretary) 
Mr Ivan Powell (Senior Research Officer) 
Ms Leonie Peake (Research Officer) 
Ms Ingrid Zappe (Executive Assistant) 
 

 

The Senate 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
Phone: 02 6277 3515 
Fax: 02 6277 5829 
E-mail: community.affairs.sen@aph.gov.au 
Internet: http://www.aph.gov.au/senate_ca 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This document was produced by the Senate Community Affairs Committee Secretariat and 
printed by the Senate Printing Unit, Parliament House, Canberra. 



iii 

 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE 

Members 

Senator Gary Humphries, Chairman LP, Australian Capital Territory 
Senator Claire Moore, Deputy Chair ALP, Queensland 
Senator Judith Adams LP, Western Australia 
Senator Lyn Allison AD, Victoria 
Senator Carol Brown ALP, Tasmania 
Senator Concetta Fierravanti-Wells LP, New South Wales 
Senator the Hon Kay Patterson LP, Victoria 
Senator Helen Polley ALP, Tasmania 

 

Participating Member for the inquiry 

Senator Rachel Siewert AG, WA 
Senator Natasha Stott Despoja AD, SA 
 
 





v 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE................................................................................ III 

GENE TECHNOLOGY AMENDMENT BILL 2007...............................................................1 
THE INQUIRY ......................................................................................................1 
THE BILL...............................................................................................................1 
BACKGROUND....................................................................................................1 
FINANCIAL IMPACT ..........................................................................................2 
ISSUES...................................................................................................................3 
Part 1: Emergency dealing determinations.............................................................3 

Committee comment ...........................................................................................7 
Part 2: Creation of a Gene Technology Ethics and Community Consultative 
Committee ..............................................................................................................7 

Committee comment .........................................................................................10 
Part 3: Assessment of applications: limited and controlled release and 
consultation on significant risk.............................................................................10 

Limited and controlled release ..........................................................................11 
Committee comment ............................................................................................12 

Inadvertent dealings...........................................................................................12 
Committee comment .........................................................................................13 

CONCLUSION ....................................................................................................13 

DISSENTING REPORT – AUSTRALIAN GREENS............................................................15 

APPENDIX 1 - SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED BY THE COMMITTEE ................................21 

APPENDIX 2 - PUBLIC HEARING ......................................................................................23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 




