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e T refer to yOUT reques’T that I examine surther the
g. . methods DY which certain 1ands in the Northern Territory
A - may ne taken out of tThe definition of tupalienated CTowm
avd 1and" within fhe meaning o Section 3 of the Aboriginal
{ Tand Rights (Northern Territory) Act.
- .
E 2. 1 can find 1O 1egal reason why the land in the 32
» squere mile acquisition area ang/or the land at Cox's
A Peninsula should not be constitured g town DY proclamat;on
| of The rdministrater under Section 441 of the Crown Lands
AcT. L &m inTormed +hat all towns in the Northern TerriTor
have been SO proclaimed und: 1 that the 12 t

de h
wo which were recently procraimea were Batchelor and Yul

Aimi;istrator mav DY proclamation get apart as to!
any Crown land within the boundaries of the town. The
Administrator is nov required to teke this action and
provided +hat he COeS not do sS¢ there would appeal to be
no alteration in the Type of leases wnich may De granted

e Sub-section (%) of gssction 4 provﬁdes +hat the
o

in regpecT of tThe 1and under +he Crowoi Lands Aot cr &

= 2

S Special Purposes"Lgases Act.
L, 1 can see o way 1n which exisTing 1and tenures or
tenancies will be affected. gome Mining <tenures will be
affected. npown!" is nov afined by the Mining Act and L
~herefore assume that the Jord when used in that AcCT
includes a1 area constz:1ted a5 a Town under section 117
of the Crowh Lands ACT.
5 gection 5%(2) of the Mining AcT provides +hat the
holder ol & miner's right shall not °Y virtue of that
section use any Crown.land 1ocated within 1 mile of the
+own for The puUrpose of a residence or market garden
except with +he consent of the Minister and shall nov use
5 | any Crown 1and located within 3 miles of The Town for ThE
Y DUTrpPCSe of business except with the consent of +he Minister:
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y =P Section 33 provides that upon any land held under a
miner's right for the purposes of residence or business
being included in a +own the holding may continue until the
land is sold. : el aFseesi :

. & T Section 55 of the Act provides that mining leases may
} ~ be granted of any 1and in a town but the lessee shall not :
: - ‘disturb the surface without permission of tThe Minister. i

sl

£ 8.  Section 109 provides +ha®t no mining tenemant may be
s " granted in respect of private land which is of less extent
f Zhan half an acre within the limits of the Ttown. :

T understand +hat both Cox's Peninsula and the 32

e mile area are within goldfields.and that there are
“herefore garden &reas and business areas in existence -
% . aglso mineral leases especially for quarrying in the 352
souare mile. area. T do not see that these problems are
insuferable SO long as-the Minister for Mines and Energy

is preparesd to co-operate.

giam T can see no legal problem about having an Aboriginal
reserve within a town - Wwe heve the Bagot reserve in Darwin

but it may be possible to excise +the reserve if this 1is
desirable.

will of course apply TO such
Town Plarming Board is not
fo

1. The Town Plannin
5 = _
r such towns -

i~
owns but it seems e
sguired to consider Towzl planning skhemes
T it wi

12. Mr. Seccombe © &
the practical problems. They don't sesm to me

significant. Briefly they are -
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{1) Although it is not required to neme a town
this is usually done when a towvn is constituted
under Section 1171. -

(2) Land values will probably rise if a town IS

L constituted.

j (3) People in Towns often bring pressurs to DeET

l for the supply of services.
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| (L) There will be some zlteration in reserve DrLCEsS
3 for soms leases - 1L pelieve these will decrease.
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D vou have asked me to consider +the alternative proposal
hat the lands be vested in The Northern Territory Development
srooration (or some such body) which would simply hold the
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1ands until they are to bte utilised properly.
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, [ The Northern Territory Development Corpor
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.
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of industry in the Territory by the provision of mone

resources and advice.

15. It would therefore probably require a major change
in the 1eglsla tion to enable 1T To act in this way.

TV If uhe 1and were vested in the CorDoratlon by
legislation it would be necessary to spell out what its
powers would be. At present +h&2ZW land in the 32 square

mile erea is held under lease from the Territory under
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Housing Commission under the Housing Act. These types of
leases and this administration wou_d no longer be possible,
Is the Corporation really geared for a landlord and tenant

section 6A of the Crown Lands Act and administered by the

]

18. Long term alienation of part of the land would be
difficult. In order to grant a regl istrable crown lease

it would be necessary to revoke the legislation vesting it

in the Corporation or revoke it in relation to a part of

the area and QimuTtaneouSTy grant a lease - otherwise

The way would be open for an application under the Aboriginal
Land Rights (Northern Ter“luory) Act. If the period within

1}

which such an application may be made is to be limited,

This would not be a problem.

9. The system of granbing mining tenaments would be
omplicated because all the land would cease to be crown
and. Although some mining ten&mcnts may be granted over
rivate land there are complicated questions of compensation
0 be considered.
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28, The Torrens system
be undermined by vesting
and making no Drovisions
in these MrCLmstanﬂes su

han tThe cr own
tlse - in Tact
&

Uunwise.
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