Greater Murray Area Health

Network 2 Health Council

Comments For Senate Inquiry Into Nursing

The Network 2 Health Council formed a Working Committee with Leeton and Narrandera Shire Councils to look at the retention and recruitment of nurses in our local hospitals. Leeton and Narrandera Hospitals are experiencing problems in this area. This Committee is working on many issues but would like to inform the Senate Inquiry of the following in regard to the Batchelor of Nursing Degree at Charles Sturt University (Wagga) Batchelor of Nursing Degree. It must be understood that we do not find the university or its staff at fault in the following.

· UAI required for entry is increasing each year.

· Large numbers of country students refused entry because of UAI.

· Large number of students who commence degree change course.

· High percentage of these students move to other related medical course after one year.

· From each intake only a small percentage of students successfully complete university study.

· Only small percentage of original intake is still in nursing at end of their graduate year.

· Students have the added expense than their metropolitan peers in “work experience’ when they must travel to different towns requiring extra traveling expenses, accommodation etc…

Thank you,

Gayle Murphy

Chair

16th April, 2002

