Department of Health and Ageing Supplementary Information to Senate Inquiry on Hepatitis C 

1 June 2004


SENATE COMMUNITY AFFAIRS REFERENCES COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO HEPATITIS C AND BLOOD SUPPLY, SECRETARIAT’S REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, 1 JUNE 2004.

The Secretariat sought further information on funding to states and territories for Hepatitis C Education and Prevention Initiative 2003-04 to 2006-07 as per page 3 of the Question on Notice responses provided by the Department on 26 May 2004. 

1. The Secretariat sought further information regarding the expenditure of $8.8 million to be provided to States and Territories under the Initiative.

The 2003-04 Budget allocated $15.9 million over four years for the continuation of the 

Hepatitis C Education and Prevention Initiative. Of this allocation, $8.8 million is provided to 

State and Territory Governments to develop and implement the hepatitis C education and 

prevention program through:

· education and health promotion for at risk groups;

· promotion of greater awareness of hepatitis C among medical and public health workforce;

· improvement of policies to prevent the transmission of blood borne viruses through stronger links with related Strategies such as the National Illicit Drug Strategy and the National HIV/AIDS Strategy; and

· greater integration of health promotion and disease prevention strategies to prevent the transmission of blood borne viruses with other elements of the health system.

Attachment A provides examples of activities implemented by States and Territories to meet the needs of people affected by hepatitis C under the Initiative.

2. The Secretariat sought further information regarding the expenditure of $7.1 million to be to be administered by the Commonwealth under the Initiative.

The 2003-04 Budget allocated $15.9 million over four years for the continuation of the 

Hepatitis C Education and Prevention Initiative. Of this allocation, $7.1 million is provided for 

national activities to be implemented by the Department of Health and Ageing. These include:

· a range of national education and prevention activities through peak national community-based organisations and professional associations; and 

· hepatitis C surveillance activities.

Attachment B provides an outline of activities to be undertaken by the Department under the Initiative.

Attachment A

Examples of activities implemented by States and Territories to meet the needs of people affected by hepatitis C under the Hepatitis C Education and Prevention Initiative.

New South Wales

Workforce development Project–the project is to develop or upgrade the skills of health and community workers in New South Wales in the prevention and/or management of hepatitis C.  The Program provides financial assistance to health and community workers to undertake training relevant to hepatitis treatment and prevention.

Victoria

Hepatitis C Education for General Practitioners– a program for General Practitioners in relation to hepatitis C and related issues to improve patient care at the time of diagnosis and to reduce levels of hepatitis C related discrimination amongst this group of health providers.

Queensland

Inter-District Hepatitis C Health Promotion Pilot Program – this pilot project will focus on the development of a range of strategies aimed at improving health outcomes and increasing access to services for people living with hepatitis C.  The project will also develop and deliver education packages aimed at enhancing support options for people living with hepatitis C by improving the knowledge and skills of community based workers and General Practitioners.  This will be in collaboration with or compliment existing education and training in Queensland in the area of hepatitis C.

Western Australia

Provision of hepatitis C related services in regional areas (South West Treatment Access Project)– this project is targeted for specific groups, such as assistance for culturally and linguistically diverse communities.  The aim of this project is to support patients with hepatitis C and their General practitioners and other health care providers in the Southwest and Great Southern Area Health Regions. 

South Australia

Rural/Remote Education and Prevention Project– is the only dedicated South Australian project providing hepatitis C education, information and support for health and welfare workers and people affected by hepatitis C (including prisoners, Indigenous South Australians and injecting drug users) in rural and remote areas.

Northern Territory

Hepatitis C Education Program – this program is for the specific development of innovative, locally specific, health-related materials and activities relating to Hepatitis C education and prevention for identified groups.   The activities funded will be culturally appropriate, locally relevant and will take on the form most appropriate for the specific audience to be targeted (eg. young people, Indigenous population, healthcare professionals and illicit injecting drug users).

Tasmania

Hepatitis C Information Services – this service is available to the general community, and is a source of resources pertaining to hepatitis C.  A related need is the maintenance of the hepatitis C mailing list, which would distribute regular news, information to interested parties. 

Australian Capital Territory

Needs Based Education Programs – this program will develop, implement and deliver needs based education to target those at risk of infection and transmission in the injecting drug user population and rehabilitation communities, professionals in community and health care settings, workers and inmates in correctional institutions, youth centres and other places of persons at risk.

Attachment B
An outline of activities to be undertaken by the Department under the Hepatitis C Education and Prevention Initiative.

Hepatitis C Surveillance – The Commonwealth provides funding to the National Centre in Epidemiology and Clinical Research to undertake activities in relation to hepatitis C surveillance.  The activities are: 

· case reporting, 

· maintaining National Incident Case Register; 

· monitoring hepatitis C incidence at selected sites; 

· monitoring hepatitis infection in the Australian Defence Force and among blood donors;

· monitoring antibodies among clients of Needle and Syringe Programs; 

· monitoring occupational exposures, 

· monitoring surveillance of long-term outcomes of chronic hepatitis C infection; 

· developing and coordinating natural history studies; 

· developing estimates and projections of the hepatitis C epidemic in Australia.

Australian Hepatitis Council (AHC) is the leading national agency for people with chronic viral hepatitis C.  It primarily represents people with hepatitis C through community-based Hepatitis C councils in each State and Territory.  In its role as a member of the partnership to the national population health response to hepatitis C, the AHC provides expert advice in the development and implementation of national strategic responses and in representing people with chronic viral hepatitis C at a national level.  The funded activities include:

· Research and development of the Australian Hepatitis Council Advocacy Skills Training Package;

· National Hepatitis C Health Promotion Workshop

· Lobbying and advocacy;

· Development of a strategic plan;

· National coordination;

· Capacity building; 

· Maintenance of office infrastructure; and

· Participation in the development of the 2nd National Hepatitis C Strategy

Australasian Society for HIV Medicine Inc – develop and deliver a range of education and training resources for medical practitioners, nurses, ambulance workers and dentistry workers.

Multicultural HIV/AIDS Service – develop hepatitis C information resources in 20 languages for people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.

Australian Injecting and Illicit Drug Users League (AIVL) is the national peak organisation representing illicit drug users – the key at-risk population for hepatitis C infections. Its members consist of State and Territory based drug user groups. The funded activities include:

· participation in appropriate national consultative structures;

· attendance and presentation at key national forums and international conferences;

· participation in the development of the 2nd National Hepatitis C Strategy;

· development of submissions to policies and to government inquiries;

· development of discussion paper and position statement on barriers to hepatitis C treatment for people who use inject illicit drugs and strategies to improve that access to treatment;

· identification and implementation of national initiatives aimed at reducing hepatitis C related discrimination against people who inject illicit drugs; and

· identification and implementation of national initiatives to improve access to hepatitis C education and prevention initiatives for highly marginalised groups of people who inject illicit drugs (eg. correctional settings, Indigenous users and those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds).

The 4th Australasian Hepatitis C Conference: Strategic Directions for an Expanding Epidemic - this conference is the leading Australasian gathering for hepatitis C research, public health policy, prevention, treatment and community responses. The conference will bring together speakers and participants from the widest range of hepatitis C interests. The five major streams in the conference include Basic Sciences (including virology and laboratory diagnosis), Clinical Medicine, Epidemiology and Social Research, Public Health and Prevention, and Community Responses.
