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Submission

Submission to the Truth in Food Labeling Bill 2003.
Rural Women New Zealand makes this submission to the Australian Senate’s Selection of Bills Committee as a New Zealand organisation. We request that you consider the submission on the grounds that the agency that will implement this bill should it be adopted, Food Safety Australia and New Zealand, also has jurisdiction over New Zealand food labeling.
Our submission supports the bill in principle but has concerns where the labeling in restaurants and fast foods are exempt. The public has a right to determine their own individual level of tolerance to GE foods. The bill exemption of restaurant and takeaway food says that the public eating out are not concerned about GM foods in their food or have a higher tolerance of genetically modified foods in their diet. We believe, as an organisation that the tolerance level of GM has not been quantified and hence this bill for labeling of GM foods. We would therefore suggest that until tolerance levels are quantified then the public has a right to expect information on all foods consumed including in a restaurant or takeaway food outlet with appropriate labeling as GM free much the same as organic labeling.
Sections 10-12  except Section 11 mentioned above.

We support a comprehensive GM labeling system in New Zealand that will require the labeling of all foods derived from gene technology, not just those foods that still have detectable levels of GM protein or DNA left after processing, as is the case at present. As a charitable organisation and a consumer group our members have a fundamental and universal right to sufficient accurate and meaningful information on a label to enable them to make informed food-purchasing decisions. The need for accurate, truthful and meaningful food labeling is recognised by all the major national and international food standard setting agencies, including Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) and the joint FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission. The current FSANZ labeling provisions do not provide sufficient meaningful information. New Zealand and Australia have lagged behind the European Union (EU) in implementing labeling of genetically modified (GM) foods that meets consumers needs. 

The concept of labeling on the basis of method of production is well recognised within New Zealand, Australia, and internationally, through the provision of ‘Organic’ labels where organic certification is based on the method of production rather than presence or absence of any material in the resulting food.

Section 13
We support the labeling of animal feed. This will assist animal producers to make informed choices and to assist traceability of GM material in the food chain. This will ensure continuity of information should the end use of a product, such as a grain, change.

Section 14
We support the reduction of the threshold from 1% to 0.5% for exemption from labeling of foods that are inadvertently contaminated with GM material from. 

We support the threshold for non-approved GM material remaining at its current level: zero. These are technically achievable levels and consumers want this information so we can make informed purchasing decisions.

Section 15
RWNZ support the introduction of a robust traceability system to ensure the labeling accurately reflects the presence or absence of food or feed ingredients produced from GM technology.

FSANZ has no requirements for traceability, and this omission has resulted in very poor practices by many of the food manufactures and importers in New Zealand as revealed by the NZFSA’s June 2003 report “Assessment of Compliance with Standard 1.5.2:

· Only 42 percent of manufacturers and 47 percent of importers had current information on the GM status of their foods. 

· Only 50 percent of manufacturers and 32 percent of importers had verification steps in place. 

· 6 percent of manufactures and 26 percent of importers didn’t even bother to get assurances from suppliers about the GM status of their foods.

The obligation of traceability will facilitate quality control, verification of labeling claims, and also the possibility of withdrawing products should unforeseen adverse effects to human health or the environment be found to occur. It also facilitates the monitoring of the potential effects that the GMOs could have on health and the environment. Traceability allows for consumers and livestock producers to exercise their freedom of choice, and their right to make informed choices, in an effective manner.

Section 17-18
RWNZ support mandatory country of origin labeling for all packaged and unpackaged meat, fish, fruit and vegetables. This information is crucial in order for the public to make informed purchasing decisions, and we submit that the public has a right to know where the food purchased comes from.

Section 20 

RWNZ support full public disclosure of all information gathered by the government or required to be gathered by the government on residues in foods from pesticide, heavy metals, industrial chemicals or by-products, veterinary medicines and any other contaminants. This information is vital for making informed purchasing decisions and we submit that the public has a right to know what contaminants have been found in our food.
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