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13th September, 2002 

Submission to the Senate Enquiry into Research Involving Embryos and Prohibition of Human Cloning Bill 2002.

Dear Committee,


Monash IVF as one of the largest providers of IVF services in Australia is concerned that The Bill in its current form will have a serious impact on the current effectiveness on the success of IVF treatment.


Monash IVF aims to maximise pregnancy rates per treatment cycle, therefore limiting the number of times a patient needs to undergo treatment.  This ultimately will reduce both the stress to the patient’s health and the cost to the health care system.  To continually maintain pregnancy rates and improve results, research on both frozen and fresh embryos is required.

Our concerns are as follows:

· Restrictions to embryos created before April 5, 2002

Ban on all research involving fresh and frozen excess embryos produced after the 5th April 2002 will severely compromise

· embryology training programmes

· laboratory quality assurance process

· embryo culture system improvements and techniques

Recommendation 1.  The above should be listed as exempt procedures.

· The Bill in its current form does not differentiate between “normal” and “abnormal” embryos.  There are certain embryos that will never develop into a baby, such as embryos with incorrect quantities of genetic material or embryos that fail to develop in culture.  Currently, these embryos are a useful source of material for training embryologists.

Recommendation 2.  The use of these non-viable embryos should be listed as exempt procedures.
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It has always been recognised that a large proportion of embryos created both in nature and in vitro do not develop into children.  The loss of embryos created from IVF has always been accepted by both the participants and the community.  The community by its overwhelming support for IVF as treatment of subfertility, has accepted that embryo wastage is a consequence of reproduction.  This further supports the above recommendations.

I respectfully request a hearing before the Committee.

Kind regards
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Donna Howlett

Managing Director, Monash IVF
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