Senate Community Affairs References Committee
Inquiry into Child Migration

Evidence from Nottinghamshire County Council

I ntroduction

Nottinghamshire County Council welcomes the Senate Community Affairs References
Committee's Inquiry into child migration as offering an opportunity for the Audrdian
Government to recognise the way child migrants were treated and take steps to address the
harm caused to former child migrants and their families.

The gory of child migration is one that many people exposed to t for the firg time find
incomprehensible. Few can understland now how so many children could be forcibly taken
from the UK to sdtle in the Commonwedth. It is only through reading the testimony of
individud former migrants that one can gppreciate the circumstances of the time and begin to
grasp the enormity of the impact of this on both the migrants and their parents.  Similarly,
ther dories reved the brutdity to which many were subject in ther new countries.
Undoubtedly, the Committee will hear first hand about these experiences and the effect of
child migration.

Since the issue first resurfaced in the mid 1980s, Nottinghamshire County Council has been
a strong supporter of the Child Migrants Trugt. Core funding from the County Council has
enabled the Trust to provide services for parents e sewhere in the UK and for former child
migrants in Audrdia This hisory gives Nottinghamshire County Council standing in
presenting evidence to the Inquiry.

However, now is not the time for recrimination but for redress. The greatest service that the
Committee’'s Inquiry could render would be to ensure thet the redlity of child migration is
recognised and that urgent measures are put in place to ease the burden on former migrants
and their parents before it is too lae. The Senate Community Affars References
Committee's Inquiry offers an opportunity for the Austradian Government to recognise the
way child migrants were trested and take steps to address the harm caused to its citizens.

Nottinghamshire County Council

5.

Nottinghamshire County Council is one of the largest locd authorities in the UK serving a
large county in the East Midlands. Prior to recent locad government reorganisation it served
a population of some 1 million covering an area of 216,000 hectares. With the transfer of
some sarvices to the Nottingham City Council, in 1998, it currently serves some 745,000

people.

It was co-incidentd that Margaret Humphreys was working for Nottinghamshire when she
was firgt gpproached by a former migrant for assstance in finding their family. Thisinitiated
aperiod of research which uncovered this shameful period in our socid higtory.
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7. Margaret Humphreys reported on her findings to the Council’s Socia Services Committee.
Two of these are appended. These reports had a profound impact on elected members on
the Committee who were distressed and appaled a what had been uncovered. It is
shocking that the British Government and voluntary agencies connived with a policy of
forced migration with the attendart deceit. Equaly scanddous is the bruta reception and
trestment meted out to many of the child migrants on arriva in their new countries.

8. The Socia Services Committee fdlt thet it could not stand by and ignore the plight of former
child migrants and their families, even though the people of Nottinghamshire were only
peripherdly involved. Members anticipated that others in the UK and the receiving
countries would recognise the issue and make an appropriate response.  The County
Council remains astonished that, fifteen years on, governments sill cannot or will not
recognise the abuses of human rights which were part and parcd of the child migration
scheme.

0. For some fourteen years Nottinghamshire County Council has provided core financid,
practical, political and mord support to the Child Migrants Trust. For much of thistime the
County Council has seemed to be the Trust's only congtant friend and supporter. It is
estimated that the people in Nottinghamshire have provided over £560,000 (approximatey
£1.5m AUD) as core funding for the Trust over thistime.

10.  Many migrants vidgting the UK make a point of vigting both the Child Migrants Trust and
Nottinghamshire County Council. A recent letter from the International Association of
Former Child Migrants and their Families described Nottinghamshire County Council as “the
conscience of Britain” on thisissue.

Background

11.  Until asrecently as 1967, child welfare charities in the UK sent large numbers of children to
the Old Commonwedth countries, especially Austradlia, New Zedand, Canada, and
Rhodesia. It is estimated that nearly 3,500 children were emigrated in the post-war period,
the mgority destined for Audrdia.  The higory is given in Margaret Humphrey's book
“Empty Cradles’ aswell asin the evidence published by the UK House of Commons Hedlth
Committee in 1998.

12.  Theredity of thispolicy is summarised below.

Children as young as three were separated from their families and brought up in
indtitutions thousands of miles from home.

They were removed from Britain often without the knowledge and consent of their
parents.

Most were told that their parents were dead, athough this was often untrue. Their
names were changed and they were often separated from their brothers and ssters.

They were often placed in large inditutions, isolated from the wider community,
where many experienced severe deprivation and near dave labour conditions.
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13.

14.

15.

Many experienced degrading physica, sexual, and emotiond abuse throughout their
childhood.

Their discharge from ndtitutional care, around 16 years of age, was often without
adequate preparation.

Few were given details of their history and family background. As adults seeking
family information their enquiries were frequently met with bureaucratic indifference
and, at times, calculated deception.

Through the work of the Child Migrants Trust, and more recently through the Internationd

Asociation of Former Child Migrants and their Families, the depth of bitterness and hurt
which is fdt by former migrants and their families has been documented. For many parents
being reunited lifts a burden of guilt. It isonly through the experiences of the former migrants
who were denied knowledge of their background that one appreciates the importance of

identity and family higtories.

Astime passes and parents age the need for urgent action to reunite them with their children
becomes more pressing to both parties.

Although no reparations can adequately compensate for the experience and suffering of child
migrants and their parents, the Committee is asked to give careful thought to practical
measures.

The Child Migrants Trust

16.

17.

18.

The Child Migrants Trust was established in 1987 to:
reunite child migrants with their families
provide socia work support to the migrants to help them come to terms with their past
provide socia work support to parents.

Again, the evidence of former child migrants will be tesimony to the vaue of the work of the
Trust. The recognition which is now being given to the redity of the Child Migration Scheme
and the experience of former migrants should not disguise the struggle of the Trust and
former migrants againgt responses ranging from officia indifference to active oppostion.

Some may argue that the migrating agencies have easier access to records and should
undertake thiswork. However, the Trust has developed a greeat deal of expertisein tracking
down families which other agencies would find difficult to replicate. But more significantly,
the other players in this sorry story are tainted with the past - neither governments nor the
migrating agencies would have the credibility with the former migrants that the Child
Migrants Trust has. It is widely acknowledged as a highly professond, neutrd, and
respected social work agency.
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

Similarly, mainstream services are not geared up to the specidist and international nature of
the work. The Child Migrants Trudt is a financidly and manageriadly robust organisation
which provides a service which is both effective and value for money.

Although the work of te Child Migrants Trugt is nationd and internationd, the County
Council has since the outset been one of its chief supportersin both financia and other ways.
The core work of the Trugt is primarily funded by grants from the Department of Hedlth,
Nottinghamshire County Council, other authorities, and sundry donations and income. None
of thisfunding is particularly secure.

With continuing financid restraint and riSng expectations on locd authorities it becomes
increasingly harder to justify spending which does not directly benefit the community of
Nottinghamshire. Increases in funding from the British Government since 1999 to help with
family finding and supporting parents have been welcome but do not fully address the issue.

Funding from the Audrdian Federd Government for the Child Migrants Trugt's work in
Austrdia to date has totalled some 640,000 AUD (approximately £250,000). This limited
funding has supported socid work in Augtralia which would not have been possible without
the core activities of the Child Migrants Trust which has been funded in the UK.

It isimportant that both sides of the Trust’ swork, on both sides of the world, are adequately
resourced. Former migrants in Australia need to be asssted and supported while their
families are being found and prepared. An imbalance in funding leads to bottlenecks, delays,
and inefficiencies.

The task of reuniting former migrants and their parents is a finite one, and one which in view
of the ageing nature of parents is becoming increasing pressing. A serious commitment from
the Australian Government to adopt redistic measures and put the Trust’s resources on a
firm and adequate footing for, say, five years would make a sgnificant impact on resolving
the unresolved episodes in many people's lives and erase the stain on the socid history of
both our countries.

Child Migrants

25.

26.

The establishment of the Internationd Association is demondration of both the scde of the
issue and the intention to focus collective action on seeking redress. The Committee will no
doubt hear the voices of former child migrants a first hand.

An effective and appropriate response needs to be part of a comprehensive package to
addressthisissue. The components of this package are:

a recognition and acknowledgement of the redlity of the child migrants experiences in
Audrdia

support and counsdlling for former child migrants across Audraia;

gpeedy family finding in the UK, and support to families once found,

Nottinghamshire County Council 4



financid assgtance to help child migrants reunite with ther families

27. A fund was edtablished by the British Government to provide practical assistance for
migrants needing to research ther backgrounds or wishing to see ther parents, home
country etc. It is understood that the scheme is oversubscribed and will not have met dl the
former migrants needs by the time it ends in 2002.

Conclusion

28.  Nottinghamshire County Council is proud of the contribution it has made to revedling the
shocking redity of the child migration scheme and to start doing what can be done to put
right the wrongs done to former child migrants and their families. The scope and scde of
child migration mean that it is not redly an issue for loca government but one for which
national governments should take respongibility.

29.  The Committeg's Inquiry provides an opportunity for the issue of child migration to be
recognised and for action to be taken by the Australian Government to make whatever
restitution is gill possble. Nottinghamshire County Council would encourage the Committee
inits endeavours to ensure that this opportunity is seized.

Submitted by

Nottinghamshire County Council

County Hall

West Bridgford

Nottingham NG2 7QP

DSE/Nottinghamshire evidence to Senate Committee.DOC/23/05/05

Nottinghamshire County Council



Senate Community Affairs References Committee
Appendix to evidence submitted by Nottinghamshire County Council
Early reports from Margaret Humphreys to the Socia Services Committee

REPORT FOR SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE PREPARED BY
MRS5. MARGARET HUMPHREYS.

CHILD EMIGRATION SCHEMES - CHILD MIGRANTS TRUST

I have at the request of the Chairman of tha Saocial Servicas
Committee prepared a short report setting out the background of
my involvement and the current work being undartaken with those
pecple affected by child emigration schames. I hopa to hava
the opportunity of expanding on the informaticn contained in
the report having been invited by tha Chairman to speak briefly
to the report at the next maating of tha Social Sarvices
Committea. I understand that at the request of the Chairman
all members of the Social Sarvices Committea have had
circulated to tham copiea of the articles which appeared in The
Observer newspaper on the 19th and 26th July 1987,

(1) During the Course of 1984 having through my work as a
Social Worker become increasingly aware of the lack of
facilities available to peopla affected by the process of
adoption of childran, that is natural families, adoptive
parents and children, I established to cperate in my
perscnal time a post adoptien servicae to provide
counselling and assistance to thoas requiring such help.

I have called that service "Triangle" to reflect the three
interesta which may give rise to the need for specialist
asaistance. Because of the lack of avallabllity of such
sarvices I very quickly bagan to receive correspondence
and requests for help not only from differant parta of the
United Kingdom but also from abroad. In 1986 I received
such a letter from a lady resident in Australia who though
not adopted described how she had at am early age been
taken to Australia by boat in the company of many cther
children in order to live in a children's homa with no
information whatscever about her background and natural
family,

(2) Initially, I found this lady's account difficult to
accept. After all, the axistence of such a scheme does
not feature on tha traditicnal courses of educaticn of
Social Workers or within the chapters of the accepted
literature on social policy. Nevarthalessa after very
little research an astonishing and disturbing pictura
began to emerge of the implementation of a policy which
affected literally thousands of children and adults during
the post war pericd.
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{3) Children have been sent as part of such schemes to Canada,
the United States, Australia, New Zegaland and South
Africa, for a very long time. What is staggering to most
pecple who learn of this matter is that such a schems
continued during the post war period when some five or six
thousand children were sent to Australia and New Zealand,
the last boat leaving as late as 1967. Thase children
wera sant from children's homes cperated by charitablas
voluntary agenciles and to a very much lesser extent from
homes operated by statutory bodies.

(4) Again, after very little research I discovered that
subgtantial numbers of children had been sent with no
involvement from their natural families and with scant
information concerning their backgrounds. I decided that
the position of tha people affectad both in Australia and
within the United Kingdom should be further axamined and
through arrangemanta with British Association of Soecial
Workers and Tha Observer nawspapar I was able to traval to
Australia for a threa week periocd of annual lsave. I had
to fund intermal travel, accommodation and subsistanca
from my own rescources but neverthaless during that very
gshort time available was able to gain very clear
confirmation that very many peopla had bsen dramatically
and irreveocably affectad by the implamantaticon of the
emigration schemes. This formed tha basis of the
information contained within The Observer newspapar
articles printed on the 1l9th and 26th July 1987.

(53 I found that many of the pecple transported to Australia
under this scheme falt rejected both by family and their
Country, having grown up bewlldered as to the reascns why
they had been so treated. I considered it important that
they should not suffer furthar rejection and that there
gshould be established soma mechanism by which both the
children sent and the natural families left behind could
seek specialist advice and assistance. To provide scome
vehicle for assistance the Child Migrants Trust was
established in Nottingham. It is quite clear that what is
required is far more than simply a service to anable
people to discover information about their background.
Thara are issues of guilt and emotional and psychological
problems which require specialist counselling and advica.
This has been svident by examples of people who have cn
their cwn initiative sought to seak details and establish
contacts with some traglic results.

(6) During the past seven weeks the information available has
caught the public imagination and concern. Despite the
relatively small circulation of Tha Observer newspaper, we
have received an overwhelming response from members of the
public in this Country and from abroad concerning these
issues. Articles have appeared in newspapaers in all major
Australian cities and in New Zealand and it is now clear
that thers will be produced a major documentary programme
to be broadcast at peak viewing times detailing the
history of tha schemes, the work of the Trust and the
response of the various agencies to the need for work %o
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ba undartaken. Tha Trust has been in a position to ansurs
that whatever programme 1s made will deal with the issues
sensitively and in a mannar which is consistent with the
aims and objectives of the Trust. The Trustees and myself
have responded to requests to be intarviewsd on local
radio stations, and on those broadcasating within
Australia. The correspondence which we have received has
ineludad immediata and urgent interest from Scuth
Australian Government Officials. Letters have bean
raceived from pecple who previously worked within the
agencies who sent these children exprassing concarn and
guilt at having been involved in such a scheme making
guite clear that they considered that they were involwved
with a process which was providing deprived children with
the opportunity of living in foster and adoptive homes.
They were staggered to learn that in reality these
children resided in institutions.

(7} The most lmportant correspondence that has been received
has ceme of course from those sent to Australia and New
Zealand and from the natural families within the United
Kingdom., The pollcy appears to have affected all parts of
the United Kingdom and certainly children were sent from
Mottinghamshire. I shall, subject to the usual
cansiderations as to confidentiality have some examples of
the letters available at the Committee meeting. These make
claar that there is a great deal of work to be undertaken
to assist these pecople. The letters make distressing and
disturbing reading cataloguing instances in which children
have grown up believing themselves to be orphans when in
fact they have brothers and sisters and parents and
further extended family in the United Kingdom. Many
parents wera persuaded to agree to their children being
sent on such a scheme with the promise that they would be
adopted. 5till more knew nothing of the proposal that
their children should ba sent abroad and on making enquiry
af the children's homes wersa told that the children had
indeed been adopted when in fact they had been sent to
institutions in Australia. Many of the people sent to
australia have struggled for several decades to have scome
information concerning their backgrounds and the reasons
why they were sent across the World.

(8) We already have instances of cases in which on tha death
of natural parents inheritancea have passed to members of
the extended family rather than the child in Australia,
the family having been told that he had been adcopted. It
is very likely that there will be instances of cases in
which dua to laek of medical records pecple have failed to
have access to adequate genetic counselling. Scme
children avoided being sent to Australia at the elaventh
hour by running from the station platform. Others falled
the necessary medical examinations. That the physical and
medical condition of the children was important is
demonstrated by the contents of a formal report prepared
at the time on behalf of ona of the major agencies and
which criticised the squint eyed and malnourished
condition of a recent batch of children received in
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Australia and called for more stringent selesction to
ensura tha receipt of "good British stock".

(9] The letters reflect both a desperation and a resigned
despondency - "I wonder why they didn't put a dog tag on
us and not bothar with the paperwork". Overwhelmingly
they express thanks at the establishment of some means by
which soma assistanca might be available. Tragibally in
socma cases the pauclty of the records may mean that little
or nao practical assistance will be avallabla. In most
cases, howavar, tha task of satablishing the information
raquired will not prove difficult. Resolving the
conflicts and emotional problems s0 eaxposed will reguire
more dalicate, sensitive and specialist attention.

(10} "ha Trust has written to those agencies who were invelwved
th these schemes seeking thelr asaistance and it is to

ca hoped that thera will ba some acknowladgement of a
continuing responsibility towarda the pecple affected by
the schames. A willingnesa to halp has baan apparent frem
mambars of the public who have sent small perscnal
donations to the Trust, somatimas as littla as £1. Tha
ralevant Government agency is alsc being approached for
assistanca. The major limitations on work baing dona ara
of course limitaticne of funds and time The work is not
unending - the schemes have ceased and the numbars are
finita, but it is urgent and very considerabla. We have
been reluctant to press forward with further publicity
which we know will securs many, many more reguests for
help on the basis that it would be cruel not to be in a
position to respond adequately. At present the response
which is able to ba given to these people is that which I
am able to achieve during my personal time and I am
worriad that I am not able to give to the people affacted
the attention they deserve and many might say are entitled
to demand.

{11) The work undertaken has provided a great deal of useful
information and insight into the impact of separation on
individuale and their families and will, I am certain,
contain many important lessons for current social work
practice in the placement of children and the separation
from their natural families. It has become clear in the
contacts which we are having with people and agencies in
this Country and abroad that the establishment of the
Trust in Nottingham and the work besing undertaken from
Nottinghamshire has assisted in promoting a very positive
images. Further opportunities in this regard will ba
available if the requests to the Trust to take some part
in the Australian Bicentenial celebrations during 1988 can
be fulfilled.

v . e “W‘Q\wm .

Margare umphreys 9th September 1387
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REPORT TO THE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE PREFARED BY
MRS. MARGARET HUMPHREYS

Background

On the 16th September 1957, the Social Services Committee considered a
report prepared by me concerning the work which I had undertaken in oy
personal time with those people and families affected by the Child
Migretion Schemes. On 28th Octaber 1987 the Social Services Committes
resolved that I be seconded to work for the Child Migrants Trust for a
period of three years. That Trust was declared in July 1987 in order ta
provide a social work service for those people and families affected by
the Schemes and through research to learn more about their cperation and
administration Ffor the benefit of current child care practice, in
particular the effect of separation of children from families and crigins.
The Trust has two Trustees, Mr. David Spicer, Barrister and
Dr. Fhilip Bean of MNottingham University. The Trustees appointed me to
act as the Social Work Director of the Trust.

The Committee asked that I report annually and the purpose of this report
is to set out briefly the work undertaken during the first year of my
secondment. In addition to the work of the Trust, I have continued to
operate the post-adopticn sarvice, Triangle, established in 1984.

Child Migration Schemes

Schemes by which children from the United Kingdom in the care of
charitable and statutory agencies have been compulsorily migrated to parts
of the British Empire and its dominions operated periodically from the
17th Century. Towards the end of the 19th Century these Schemes became
particularly popular for the duasl purpose of rescuing children from a
perceived deprived home background and populating the British Espire with
a source of labour and colonisation. All the major charitable and church
organisaticns and some statutory egencies concerned with the welfare of
children have had involvement in the Schemes. Batween 1900 and the
outbreak of the Second World War scme 150,000 children were compulsorily
migrated to Canada and on the conclusion of the Second World Wer those
agencies involved began to concentrate con Australia and to a wvery wmuch
lesser extent Africs and New Zealand. They were joined by & large number
of small agencies formed for the purpese of promoting Child Migraticn.
Sa far as Australis was concerned, the Schemes continued to operate until

at lease  1967. Many of those sent now speak of being transported on
boats contalning up to 1000 children. Others formed parts of smaller and
more carefully selected groups. The purpose of the Scheme was not to

provide the children with family homes by way of fostering or adoption but
ta engure their upbringing took place within inatitutions. Cne agency
operated institutions in which up to 200 children were resident.

In the postwar period many of those children sent were as young a3 b or 5
vears of sge and were universally described as and brought as orphans.
In fact, the research undertaken has shown that such a description was a
calculated deception and was a feature of a determined poliey to sever any
links which the Child Migrants might otharwise have either with family or
country. Of the hundreds of cases uc far researched, the Trust has to
date only worked with one former Child Migrant who could properly have
been described as an orphan.

Nottinghamshire County Council
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By 1952, forty-nine institutions throughsut Australia were receiving Child
Migrancs.

Advertisements in the press =ought publie suppert for these Schemes and an
example of such an amdvertisement is set out at the conclusion of this
report.

Many of thosa sent as part of the operation of the Schemes hawve attempted
for decedes to discover information concerning their background and the
reasons why they were selected for migration. The agencies concerned
have during that period, either becsuse of a total lack of availability of
such information or by reason of a deliberate policy, failed to make
available any or any relevant accurate information concerning their
background.

Children were sent From all perta of the United Kingdom, including
Noctinghamshire.

The Work of the Child Migrants Trust

As a result of the limited publieity which took place in 1987, the Trust
received letters principally from Australia but also from Africa and
Canada from people desperately seeking information concerning their
background and families. In additien, the Trust was inundated by
requests from various sespects of tha media sesking cooperation in the
production of programmes to be mede concerning the operation of the
Schemes. 4 decision was early made that any involvement with the media
should be limited to these circumstances in which it was clear that there
were positive benefits for the Trust which would include some form of
assistance with funding. As a result, the Trust has been cooperating
with the production of a major documentary to be broadcast probably during
April of 1989. This has enabled the work of the Trust to be undertaken
while providing consultancy to the programme makers, In particular, it
has enabled visits to be made on behalf of the Trust to all the =ajor
countries affected by Child Migration Schemes in order that work might be
undertaken directly with those affected by those Schemes. A brief
gutline of the visits undertaker.

During the pericd of my year of secondment I have worked from my home
pddress. This has inevitably meant that my family life has been totally
immerasd in the work of the Trust. Much of the necessary contact with
Australis must takes place when those in Australia are working and awake
and gimilarly those seeking sassistance of the Trust from Australia
frequently telephone during the night pericd, The numbers of those
contacting me for assistance grew to the point at which pecple wishing to
contact me for personal, social or domestic reasons wers unable to do so
and the Trust was compelled to provide me with an additional telephone
line specifically for the work of the Trust. One reem of my house i3 now
made over totally to the work of the Truat.

Research into family backgrounds and in particular the records kept at
St, Catherine's House concerning births, deaths and marriages has only
bean possibla to be carried cut effectively because of the generous work
undertaken under my supervision by a volunteer with particular intsrest in
the Trust whe has spent two days of each week in London with the Trust
funds being responsible only for her travelling costs. Additionally the
very considerable typing tasks have also been undertzken on a valuntary
basis by persons interested and involved with the work of tha Trust. On

R

Nottinghamshire County Council

11



a2 number of specific cases I have received support in gocial work tasks
from a retired social worker.

I new have as a result of the various aspects of publicity and visits,
over 1000 requests for assistance on which work is currently being
underteken.

Visits to the Receiving Countries

1. Australia - March 1983

From the 10th March 1988 untdil the lst April 1988 I was able to visit
Australia together with a Trustea, Mr. Spicer, who was fortunately
gble to allocate the time from his annusl leave entitlement. The
purpose of the wviasit was to publicise the Trust, carry out
negotiations with State and voluntary agencies and ts work directly
with those affected by the Schemes. Initially, it had been intended
to wisit Western Australiam, South Australia, Victoria and New South
Wales. In the event, because of the velume of work undertaken and
the nusbers of persons making contact with reguests for asgistance,
it was not possible to visit Victoria and en undertaking was given to
those people reguesting assistance in that State, that a Further
visit would be arranged as soon as the resources of the Trust made
this possible.

Immediately upon: our arrival in Ferth, Western Australia, we wers
inundated with requeats for asaistance., This continued throughout
our visit to that State and the remaining States and ensured that we
were working continually from. 8.00 am until after Midnight on each
day. Mr. Spicer undertock eighteenr radio broadcasts and we both
took part in three nationwide television broedcasts. Articles alsao
ippeared in newspapers and tue nationwide magazines with circulations
of 3 millicnr coples.- That the: work being undertaken was eonly
possible because of my secondment by Nottinghamshire County Council
was atressed continually and universally acknowledged.

The effect of that publicity was- that during the period of time we
wera in Australis, I took: over 203 case histories. The people
requesting assistance: often travelled for more than four hours in
order to ensure that they were abla to speak to me before I laft,

The negotiations whichr toclk place with representatives of the State
Governments in esch- of those: States visited led to ministerial
approval for the Community Service and Welfare Departments to meet
the costs of internsl flights and accommedaticn.

2. Zimbabwe - May 1988

From the 25th May 1988 until the 2nd June 1988 I was able to wisit
Zimbsbwe 1in order ton undertake work with those persons who had
written seeking the assistance of the Trust. During the course af
this wvisit, I received and accepted an invitation to have discussions
with Sir Humphrey Gibb, previously thes Governor General of Southern
Fhodesia.
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Canada - June 1988

From 17th June, 1988 until 29th June, 1988, I was able to visit
Canada and a Trustee, Dr. Bean was able to Join me for part of that
yigit. During this peried I undertock seven internal flights in
order to undertake work with those who had sought sssistance from the
Trust and publicity was undertaken again by way of radio bromdeastrs,

Most of those Child Migrants sent to Canada were transported prior to
the Second World War and many during the 1920's. A significant
number of those who had requested the assistance of the Trust were
in their 80's, still desperately trying te discowver information
concerning their backgrounds and of any feamily who may still be
elive, That desperation waas incremsed by their own knowledge that
their life was now ocbviously of a limited duration. Some of those
whom I have been able to assist have in fact been celebrating
birthdays throughout their lives on incorrect days and dates and have
not been in possessicon of thelr correct names.

Australia - October 13988

From the 28th September 1388 until the 15th October 1988, through the
generosity of a person who had been a bepeficiary of the services of
the Trust, a representative of the Trust was able, during a pericd of
annual leave, to spend 14 days in Melbourne, Victoria, so fulfilling
the undertaking which had previously been given to those people who
had sought the sssistance of tha Trust in March 1988. The volume of
pecple coming forward againr ensured that that representative work
working continuously from early in the morning until late at night.
By succesaful negotiation, the accommodation costs were once again
met by the Commmity Services Departmant of the Stata of Victoria and
office facilities were provided by that Department during week days
and by a former Child Migrant over the weekend pericd.

Auatralia - Decembar 1988

My second visit to Australia was financed. by the mekers of the
documentary programmes and was undesrtaken from the 25th November 1988
until 16th December 1988.. It included periods of work at four of
tha State Capitals, Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth, where a
large proportion of the Trust's clients are to be found, Because
mogt of my time was already fully committed, no advance publicity had
been issued in connection with my visit. However, in each city the
fact that 1 was there became known and I received many additicnal
requests for essistance from former Child Migrants who were eager to
have the benafit of perscnal interviews. I alao had many requests
which had to be refused from the media concerming the work which was
being undertaken.

The purpose of this visit was concernad with previding the results of
the research which had been mpade into the family histories of the
former Child Migrants who had written to and contacted the Trusc or
had been interviewed during previous visits. Much of this work was
extrenely sensitive, For example, in the case of a lady in her
early 50's who had believed that she was an orphan, I spent the whole
of one afternoon explaining that she had in fact been adopted in
Britain but sent to Australia following the breakdown of her adoptive
placement. She hed not realised that she had been adopted and was
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clearly unaware that her natural mother had been neither consulted
nor informed about her migracion. This lady has, in fact, several
brothers and sisters in the United Kingdom =11 of whom of coursze sha
was totally unaware. Others learnt of parents and ather family
members who were anxicus to establish contact and did 30 while I was
there to assist.

The Social Work of the Trust

For the vast majority of those served by the Trust, thes ressareh required
to establish their family connections in Britain can be a difficult and
time consuming task, since many lack even basic details about their names
and dates and places cof bircth. However, given sufficient time,
perseverance and experience it has heen possible to cbtain a Ffull Hirth
Certificate and to make contact with scme relative. However, the task of
Finding relatives, though complex and prolonged in certain cases, is often
less demanding than the skills and time required to provide an eppropriate
counselling and social work service to both the former Child Migrants and
the membera of their familiea.

In many instances, the confusion and insecurity associated with the lack of
knowledge sbout perscnal family identity is reinforced by feelinga of guilt
and & poor self-image.

There are significant problems in dealing with large groups of people who
have been brought up being told that they are orphans and have no family
when in truth they may have large extended fazilies who, following work
undertaken in the United Kingdos, are known to ba alive and loacking farward
to meating the estranged members of the family. The experiences which the
former Child Migrants have had do not provide firm psychological
foundations for this type of worlk, Careful and sensicive preparation and
skilled counselling are essential if we are to repair scme of the demage
caused by past practices and policies.

Some of the most difficult cases encountered are those in which I have been
reuniting former Child Migrants with parents who at a difficult stage in
their lives made decisions which they felt were for the best in relation ta
their children. Many have lived their lives believing the children had
been adopted and were living lives within families. They have had na idea
that they were sent to Australia and many had subsequently raised wvery
succeaafully subsequent children having got over a temporary difficulty.
All those cases with which I have dealt have turned out sxtresely well.
This is to be contrested with those casea in which the Fformer Child
Migrants themselves have undertaken research into their backgrounds
sometimes with the assistance of private inveatigators. The subsequent
contacts with natural family have taken place without professional help,
either for themselves or with the family affected. Thers have been scme
tragie results because of that lack of skilled professicnal involvement.

My own work has progressed extremely satisfactorily and to date over 40
families have been reunited as & direct result of the Trust's work. Many
of those cases with which I am working have reached a stage at which thet

contact is imminent. Thiz i3 new ground in which te work and I have no
models on which to rely. Families which have been gplit for forty vesars
are being reunited. People are being introduced dinto families whose

members have either been ignorant of or have denied their existence.
There are many issues of guilt which have to be resolved and the work does
involve risk.
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Fducational Activities

49 well as providing direct services to former Child Migrenta and their
Families, the Trust is keen to promote greater public awareness of the
nature of the Schemes and their impact on thogse concerned. Invitations tao
give talks and lecturss to interested groups have been responded to and
there has been cooperation with various elements of the media. The Trust
has been plessed to cooperate with the Roundsbout Theatre Company whosa
production of "The Loat Children" has been shown in many schoola in
Nottinghamshire. This work will alsc be produced at tha Nottingham
Playhouse from the 17th January until the 21at January, 1989.

Financing & Social Work Servica

In additien to mondies available to the Trust for cooperating with o

production of the documentary programme, a proportion of the royaltie
payable in cespect of & book published to accompany the documentary are to
be paid to the Trust. The work of tha Trust has to date been possible
pecause of the public donaticns received following various broadcasts and
coverage within the media. In addition, ¢learly work could not have bean
undartaken on any significant basis without the benefit of my secondment.
This has been recognised throughout the United Kingdoem by those persons
whom the Trust serves and perhaps more significantly particularly
througheut Australia where the former Child Migrants express gratitude not
pnly that their position has eventually been recognised but that somecne
was prepared to take steps to ensure that some appropriate work might be
undertaken. Thosa views are supported by the professional contacta which
we have made both within the State and wvoluntary agencies.

Within the United Kingdom, Mr. Spicer and myself have had negotiations with
the Directors of all the major voluntary egencies concerned with Child
Migration which have shown an iInterest in working with tha Trust,
Propozals for the establishment of an adequate social work service withdn
the United Kingdom and details of the costing have been forwarded to those
interested agencies seeking a contribution towards those costs.
Additionally, application has been made to the Department of Health for a
grant to provide en adequata service.

Stepa have been taken to continue a dialogue with those agencies who have
to date shown no interest in supporting the work of the Trust in order to
try and persuade them to change their approach.

In Australis, negotiations have been held with the hesds of the Community
Service agencies within each State and formal reports have been submitted
regarding the work of the Trust and seeking financial provision for tha
establishment of an adequate service within Australia. Those reports have
been considered by the Director Generals of the States and referred to
Ministers for consideraticn.

The Trust hes had the benefit, on an honorary basis, af professional
sccountants who have provided a certified set of accounts.

A local Nottingham company has provided audio-typing equipment.
Spacific coats arise from the exceptional nature of the work undertaken.

For example, the current costs borne by the Truat for postage amounts to
£60 per month and for telephone calls £175 per =month.
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A major difficulty which the Trust faced initially was toc estimate tha
extent to which a service was required and the feasibility of practically
carrying out what was necesaary without having done sufficient research orp
practical work. The work that has now been done and the visits made has
shown that there is & very large group of individuals and families wha
require this sarvice. Despite a paucity of information in many cases,
careful research and experienced counselling will produce results of
unqualified benefit to those affected.

The need for a service is urgent. Already, I am handling cases in which

parents have disd a matter of months before an spproach hes been mede Eo
the Trust.

The requirements of the service were set out in the reports prepared by Me,
Spicer on behalf of the Trust end sent to the Director Generals of the
State Agencies in Australia and were described as follows:-

"From the regearch which we have undertaken regarding the operaticn
of the Child Migraticn Schemes and from dealing with the individual
circumstances of the people affected by those Schemes, it has becone
clear that s major deficiency in previous arrangements has been the
lack of an agency carrying a responsibility within both the hcozme
Country and the receiving Country. In addition, those people coming
forward for assistance from the Trust are united in expreasing a
strong view that they distrust the statutory and voluntary agenciss
responsible for their migration and also the State Agencies who they
feel failed to carry out their responsibilities Far providing
adequate supervision of their welfare within Australia. Thay
welcome the involvement of an agency independent of those previously
involved and which has been specifically established in order to
provide them with a service.

We would expect and intend to develop the Child Migrants Trust within
Australia. We are anxious~ thaw the Trust should have an
international persona with representativer organisaticns within the
United Kingdom and Australis working under & single direction. We
are determined that the fragmentation of the varicus responsibilitiss
and-intereatas which occurred in the past and led to the welfare of
those persons and families affected falling outside the direct
reaponsibility of any of those agencies should not be repeated. The
problems are not related to or confined te cne country enly and
cannot be dealt with 4in isolatiomn either intellectually or
practically.”

The Trustees are unfamiliar with coats cperating within Australis and have
sought agreement in principle for funding frome the State Agencies so that
detalled negotiations can follow. Thias is om: the besis that the minimum
service required in Austrsalis over a five year period iz for qualified and
experienced Social Workers inm New South Wales, South Australias, Western
Australia and Victoria, with appropriate secretarial and office support.

In the United Kingdem, the Trustees are able to be more specific, and have
represented to the relevant agencies the service reguired over a five year
period. There i3 a need for ewmphasis to be placed on the professicnal
tasks with & minimum of administration. The Social Workers =ust be
experienced and the Agency will have an international perspective. The
size of the proposed servicea is based on anslysis of the cases,
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particularly their geographical distribution with which I am currently
working. It envisages that there will be a social worker present in four
fegions reflecting that migration took place from centres in London; the
West Country; the Midlands; and the North, Scotland and Ireland.

The work and achievements of the Trust during the short time of its
axistence when a prominence and credibility has been established on an
internaticnal basis, have been very considerable. This 18 particularly so
bearing in mind the small number of persons fnvolved. Thias has been
poggible because of the terms of my secondment, which meet my salary and
travel costs within the United Kingdem, because of the tremendous
commitment of those people prepared to spend very substantial personal time
gither in addition to or instead of other professional commitments, because
of the public donations received from the United Kingdom and abroad, and
because of arrangements with the media.

Clearly, if this wvaluable work is to continue and succeed the Trust must
acquire proper and sufficient scurces of funding. It is hopad that
responses from those voluntary and government agencles approached will be
available shortly.

I would be wvery plessed to report f[urther to the Committee in detail
concerning the work undertaken and the issuess involved when the impact of
the proposed documentary can be assessed.
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Lete behind although his nced is just as greae.  Will YOU
help him to join them? e costs o
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