The Senate

Select Committee on
Agricultural and Related Industries

Food production in Australia

Interim Report

June 2009



© Commonwealth of Australia

ISBN 978-1-74229-136-9

This document was prepared by the Senate Select Committee on Agricultural and
Related Industries, and printed by the Senate Printing Unit, Department of the Senate,
Parliament House, Canberra.



Membership of the Committee

Members

Senator the Hon Bill Heffernan LP, New South Wales Chair
Senator Kerry O'Brien ALP, Tasmania Deputy Chair
Senator Mary Jo Fisher LP, South Australia

Senator Christine Milne AG, Tasmania

Senator Fiona Nash NPA, New South Wales

Senator Glenn Sterle ALP, Western Australia

Participating members participating in this inquiry

Senator the Hon lan Macdonald LP, Queensland
Senator Don Farrell ALP, South Australia
Senator Guy Barnett LP, Tasmania

Senator Barnaby Joyce NPA, Queensland
Senator the Hon Richard Colbeck LP, Tasmania

Senator Russell Trood LP, Queensland

Senator John Williams NPA, New South Wales

Committee Secretariat

Ms Jeanette Radcliffe, Secretary
Mr Peter Short, Principal Research Officer
Ms Maria Sarelas, Executive Assistant

Parliament House, Canberra
Telephone: (02) 6277 3511
Facsimile  (02) 6277 5811

Internet:  www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/agric_ctte/index.htm
Email: agriculture.sen@aph.gov.au



http://www.aph.gov.au/senate
mailto:agriculture.sen@aph.gov.au




Table of Contents

Membership of the COMMILLEE ......ccoovvuerieerirrnriccssssnriessssssnreecssssasssssssssssssessone iii
(@] 1 F:1 1] 1) o N 1
INErOAUCTION ..eeeiiiriinerieciisnniecssssnnnicsssssnsiessssssssscsssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnanss 1

Conduct Of the INQUITY .....eeieiiiiieiiie et e e eaee e 1
The committee's INTETIM TEPOTT......eeeiuiiririieeeiieeeiiie e e eteeerreeeereeeeereeesbeeeeeaees |
ACKNOWIEAZEMENT .......eiiiiieiiieiie et ettt e 2
CRAPLET 2.uuuueeiinniiiinniininticnintisssnsiesssssnesssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssssns 3
ISSUCS.curiiiiiiiiinsisssnnnnnnienccssssssssnnsssssnsasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssee 3
Background...........ccuooiiiiiiiee e 3
Possible contraventions of the Trade Practices ACt...........cueeeveeeeceeeeecveneninneannne. 5
Effect of the company collapse ........cccveeeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee e 6
COMMUITEEE VIBW....utieuiieeniieeiieeiieeteesiteestteesseeeteesseesnseesnseessseesseeeseesnseesnseesnseennseens 7

APPENAIX 1 aouurreiiiiiiirrnniicsssssennecsssssassisssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssasssssssssssssssssss 9
List of SUDMISSIONS™ ...ccueeeiiiiiiisnricniissnnnecssssnnnicssssnssecsssssssncssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssases 9

APPENAIX 2 uuerenniiiinrecsnncsssncssanesssnesssancssssessssesssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssassssane 13

Witnesses who appeared before the committee at the public hearing on 1 April
2000 c..oeereereeeeenenenesesaesaesaessesaesaessassasssssssasssassasssasssasssasssasssassaassaassnes 13






