
Australian Government 

Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 
Fern Hilt Park 

Bruce ACT 

GPO Box 570 

Canberra ACT 2601 

Dear Mr Curtis 

Inquiry into amphetamines and other synthetic drugs 
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1 refer to your letter dated 8 December 2005, and thank you for your invitahon to: 
make a submission to this Inquiry. , * 
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The Australian Institute of Health and Wel.fare (AIHW) has conducted the last thr&' 
National Drug Strategy Household Surveys on behalf of the Australian 
Government, covering thc reference years 1998,2001 and 2004. These surveys arc 
the authoritative source of information on the prevalence of drug use behaviours 
among the general Australian community. 

In each of these three surveys we have asked questions about the use of 
amphetamines, and the use of ecstasy and related drugs. For the 2004 survey the 
term 'amphetamines' was changed to 'methamphetamines 'on the advice of the 
IVational Drug and Alcohol Research Centre that virtually all amphetamines use in 
Australia was now in the form of methamphetamines. Also for 2004 Lhe concept of 
'ecstasy/designer drugs' was separated out into ecstasy, ketamiue, and GHB 
(gamma-hydroxybutyrate), with no other reference to 'designer drugs' in the 2004 
s.ci vey, 

The committee should note that based on laboratory analysis of seized tablcts of 
ecstasy and related drugs, it is thought that a fair proportion o l  users of these drugs 
cannot be fully aware of the particular type of drug they are consuming. The 
common ecstasy-related drugs in Australia are MDMA (ecstasy) and it.; analogs 
MDA ('love drug'), MDEA ('Eve'), PMA ('death drug') and 4-MTA ('flatliner'). 

'The Committee should also note that researchers and other workers in the alcohol 
and other drugs field often refer to the group 'amphetamine-type 
stimulants/substances' (ATSs), which comprises amphetamines and related 
substances, cocaine, and ecstasy and related substances. 

The AIHW is pleased to be able to contribute to part (a) of the inquiry's Terms of 
Reference, by reporting on the trends in consumption of amphetamines and o t h r  
synthetic drugs in Australia. A summary of the recent trends in consumption is at  
Attachment A, and more details can be found in the range of AIHW reports from 
the survey, and related publications. A11 these reports are available on the AIHW 



website (littp:! / www.aihw.~ov.auipublications/ index.cirn/critcria/ /subiecti3040), or 
could be provided in printed form if you prefer. 

Another view on the consumption of amphetamines and related drugs comcs 
through the information collected from alcohol and other drugs treatment services. 
The AIHW dso  manages the national data coilection of treatment episodes 
completed at publicly-funded services, with the most recent report from this 
collection covering the 2003-04 financial year period. Copies of these reports are 
also available from the web page detailed above or in printed form: 

I trust that this information will be useful for your Inquiry. Please contact myself, or 
Mr Mark CooperStanbury on 02 6244 1251, if we can be of any further assistance. 

Yours sincerely 

Penny Allbon 
Director 

17 February 2006 



Attachment A 

Summary of recent use(=' of amphetamines and related substances in 
Australia 

Substance 1993 1995 1998 2001 2004 

Methiamphetam~nes 2 0 

Cocame 0 5 

~ c s t a s p '  1 2  

Ketamine n a  

GHB -- n  a  

(a) Used in ihe idst 12 months 

(b) lociuded Desgnei drugs prior io 2004 

11 2004 i e ~ u l t  significantly different from 2001 resuit. 

N o t e  Prevalence for persons aged 14 years and over 

(per cent) 

2 1  3.7 3.4 3.2 

1 .O 1.4 1.3 1.0 # 

0.9 2.4 2.9 3.4 # 

na.  na .  n a .  0.3 

n a  n a. n.a. -- .. - - . - . 02.- 

Source: Extracted from 2004 National Dmg Strategy Household S u w  F in t  results (AIHW cat no. PHE 57) 




