Parliamentary Joint Committee on the Australian Crime Commission
Inquiry into trafficking in women for sexual servitude

Submission No:2
Received 9 September 2003
Mr R Atkinson
Commissioner
Queensland Police Service
GPO Box 1440
BRISBANE  QLD  4001
(07 3364 6488
(07 3364 4650
E-mail:  

[image: image1.png]08708 '03 17:00 FAX 61 7 33846353 OFFICE MF COM}IISSIOI}IER

61 7 3346353 g
QUEENSLAND POLICE SERVICE!

COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE |
200 ROMA STREET BRISEANE QLD 4000 AUSTRALIA
GPO BOX 1440 BRISBANE QLD 4001 AUSTRALIA

TELEPHONE, 07 3364 6488  FACSIMILE: 07 3384 4850
'

Our Fed:

Your Fiet:

-9 SEP 2003

Ms Maureen Weeks

Committee Secretary

Parliamentary Joint Committee on the Australian Crime Commission
Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Ms Weeks

I refer to your letter dated 1 August 2003 inviting submissions to the
Parliamentary Joint Committee on the Australian Crime Comunission inquiry into

wrafficking in women for sexual servitude.

In Queensland, the State Crime Operations Command has a statewide
responsibility for identifying, investigating and suppressing criminal activity and
criminal networks. Generally, offences involving people trafficking for the
purposes of sexual servitude is likely to occur within the illegal prostirution
industry involving women from the Asiatic region. The Command’s Prostitution
Enforcement Task Force is tasked with investigating illegal prostitution.

Past operations conducted by the Prostitution Enforcement Task Force, often in
conjunction with the Department of Immigration and Multicnlural and
Indigenous Affairs, have found little evidence of sexual servitude having
occurred in Queensland. In the majority of cases, Asian women engaged as sex-
workers encountered in Queensland have been working in the industry in Sydney
before moving to Queensland and. ravel to Queensland of their own accord,
albeit some having had their airfares paid for and been met at the airport by
employers upon their arrival. There have been no instances of sex workers
having been held in premises against their will and the profile indicates they are
Beneraily left unsupervised at their work or home addresses.

The multi-agency approach widely adopted by law enforcement agencies when
investigating serious and orgamised crime, fosters an excellent working
relationship with all Commonwealth and State government agencies having
jurisdiction of the matter. Should trends and changes in criminal activity,
practices and methods in respect of illegal prostitation in Quecnsland come to
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involve trafficking in women for sexunal servitude; a special Australian Crime
Conunission investigation is likely to be pursued.

The current Commonwealth and State legislatiVé framework is mutually
supportive and adequate in providing for the prosecution of offenders involved in
this type of offence.

I trust this information is of assistance to you.

Yours sincerely

R ATKINSON _

COMMISSIONER





