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Corporate Finance Division 

 

Q1 Senator Back – BA figures (Proof Hansard 24/05/10, pp 10–11) 

 

Since merging with BSG what are the figures for BA regarding 

expenditure/revenue/staffing for current financial year and beyond. 

 

Answer: 

 

Biosecurity Australia (BA) was de-prescribed 1 July 2009 and the functions of 

BA were absorbed by DAFF. At this time the appropriation transferred to 

DAFF was: 

 
 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

 $'000 $'000 $'000 $'000 $'000 

      

Appropriation transfer 21,440 20,093 20,585 17,667 17,801 

 

The budget expenditure for BA in 2009-10 is $21.09 million. Budgets for 

2010-11 have not yet been finalised. 

 

2009-10 budgeted operational FTEs are 110 compared with 131 in the BA 

2009-10 PBS. The difference is the corporate FTEs which transferred to 

DAFF corporate divisions 

 

 

Q2 Senator Heffernan – Budget APLC (Proof Hansard 24/05/10, p. 13) 

 

Is there a budget allocated to Plague Locusts? 

 

Answer: 

 

Below is the preliminary budget for APLC for 2010-11. This has not been 

endorsed by the APLC as yet. 

 



Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Budget Estimates May 2010 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

 

2 

Corporate Finance Division Q2 (continued) 

 

APLC Funding 

 

Source Proportion 2009 - 

2010 

2010 – 

2011 

New South 

Wales 

32.5% $1,374,578 $1,513,525 

Victoria 10% $422,947 $465,700 

South Australia 5% $211,474 $232,850 

Queensland 2.5% $105,737 $116,425 

Commonwealth 
(Matching the States 

contribution) 

50% $2,497,101 $2,488,500 

Total 100% $4,611,837 $4,817,000 

 

It is also worth noting that APLC only operates within a geographic subset of 

each of the Member States jurisdiction. Each State retains full responsibility 

for any intrastate response. 

 

 

Q3 Senator Nash – Supplier Expenses (Proof Hansard 24/05/10, p. 18) 

 

What is included under supplier expenses? Provide a breakdown of costs for 

each category under supplier expenses. Why is there a $12m increase in 

supplier expenses? 

 

Answer: 

 

Below is a breakup of supplier expenses into the major supplier expense 

categories. Note that 2010-11 and beyond are estimated from the 2009-10 

breakup for the purpose of this analysis. The actual budget breakup will not be 

finalised until 2010-11 internal budgets have been considered.  
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Corporate Finance Division Q3 (continued) 

 

Supplier Expenses 
Estimated 

Actual 
Budget 

Estimate 
Forward 
Estimate 

Forward 
Estimate 

Forward 
Estimate 

  2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 

  $m $m $m $m $m 

Consultancy Services 17.86 18.39 18.40 18.40 18.40 

Levies & Grants  8.24 8.49 8.50 8.50 8.50 

IT Comms & Office Equip 35.49 36.55 36.50 36.50 36.50 

Property & Accommodation 41.04 42.27 42.30 42.30 42.30 

BSG Technical Support Services 13.60 14.01 14.00 14.00 14.00 

Temporary & Contract Staff 27.10 27.91 28.00 28.00 28.00 

Travel 17.67 18.20 18.20 18.20 18.20 

Vehicles 7.27 7.49 7.50 7.50 7.50 

General Office Supplies 3.74 3.86 3.80 3.80 3.80 

Training, Recruitment and staffing costs 12.04 12.40 12.40 12.40 12.40 

Transfer to Industry Reserves 20.69         

Other supplier expenses** 27.96 34.34 35.30 33.76 32.44 

            

Total Supplier Expenses 232.70 223.91 224.90 223.36 222.04 

 

Note that industry reserves have been replenished in 2009-10 to offset the 

impacts of decreased levels in 2008-09. 

 

The increase in general expenses primarily relates to the employee expenses 

increasing in line with an ASL increase of 52 and the estimated collective 

agreement increases. 

 

**Other supplier expenses include but are not limited to memberships, 

conferences, legal, public relations and marketing and publications. 

 

 

Corporate Services Division 

 

Q4 Senator Colbeck – Staffing changes (Proof Hansard 24/05/10, p. 7) 

 

Please provide a breakdown of staffing changes across the department, 

including staff numbers by divisions? 

 

Answer: 

 

Please refer to Attachment A 
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Corporate Services Division (continued) 

 

 

Q5 Senator Heffernan – CSS Superannuation Scheme (Proof Hansard 

24/05/10, pp 14–15) 

 

How many staff are currently eligible for 54/11 retirement under the CSS 

Superannuation Scheme? 

 

Answer: 

 

The department currently has 319 employees who are members of the CSS. 

130 of those are already over 55. Of the 189 under 55, 33 will turn 55 this 

year. Age and superannuation scheme membership are not reliable predictors 

of employee retirement. 
 

 

Q6 Senator Colbeck – Discretionary grants (Proof Hansard 24/05/10, p. 19) 

 

Please provide a list of discretionary grants. 

 

Answer: 

 

Please refer to Attachment B 

 

 

Q7 Senator Colbeck/Heffernan/Adams– Graduate program (Proof Hansard 

24/05/10, pp 5–6) 

 

What is the cost implication of recommencing graduate program in 2011. 

What is the cost per head? How many trainees/cadets have we had in the past? 

How many have been indigenous? 

 

Answer: 

 

Please refer to Attachment C 

 

 

Climate Change Division 

 

 

Q8 Senator Macdonald – EC assistance in the Gulf Country (Proof Hansard 

24/05/10, pp 19–20) 

 

How many have applied for EC assistance in the Gulf Country and what has 

been uptake? 
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Climate Change Division Q8 (continued) 

 

Answer: 

 

As at 25 May 2010, QRAA has received five Exceptional Circumstances (EC) 

Interest Rate Subsidy applications from the Gulf EC area. These applications 

are under assessment by QRAA. As at 25 May 2010, Centrelink has received 

17 Exceptional Circumstances Relief Payment applications from the Gulf EC 

area. Five applications have so far been approved. 

 

Q9 Senator Nash – Building Farm Businesses (Proof Hansard 24/05/10, 

pp 35–36) 

 

What sort of practical, on-the-ground things are you expecting from farmers if 

they come to you and say, 'We'd like this grant of $60,000. We've done our 

farm plan. These are the practical things we're going to do on the ground with 

that money'? 

 

Answer: 

 

Please refer to Attachment D 

 

 

Q10 Senator Back – EC exit assistance (Proof Hansard 24/05/10, p. 41) 

 

How many applications were received for EC exit assistance? How many 

applications were successful? 

 

Answer: 

 

As at 31 March 2010, Centrelink advises 501 EC Exit grant applications were 

received for the nine months of 2009-10. Of these, 110 applications have been 

successfully granted. A further 65 applications have been pre-approved by 

Centrelink but are pending the sale of the farm. 

 

 

Q11 Senator Heffernan – Animal emissions sites (Proof Hansard 24/05/10, 

pp 46–47) 

 

Please provide details on the animal emissions sites agreed by MLA, 

including: 

- current sites 

- the site selection process 

- research focus of each site 

- membership of the steering committee 
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Answer: 

 

The Reducing Emissions from Livestock Research Program (RELRP) has 18 

projects coordinated by Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) selected through 

the Climate Change Research Program’s (CCRP) competitive process. 

 

Site selection was based on the location of appropriate research farms and 

proximity to research institutions for the specific area of study. Details of the 

focus of each project and site locations is provided below. 

 

National strategies and coordination 

This project will ensure overall strategic coordination of RELRP projects, 

ensure that the program meets national priorities, and provide quantifiable 

short and long term methane emission reductions from livestock.  

 

This project is coordinated from North Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne and 

Sydney – MLA offices.  

 

An individual enteric methane measuring system for ruminants  

This project is focused on identifying novel methane measurement 

technologies from diverse science and industrial sectors, for potential 

application in the livestock industries.  

 

This project is located at CSIRO Biosciences precinct, St Lucia QLD.  

 

Genetic improvement of beef cattle for greenhouse gas outcomes 

This project is focused on the impact of traditional selective breeding, which is 

the most wide-reaching, permanent and simple tool to mitigate emissions from 

the extensive cattle sector.  

 

This project is coordinated by the New South Wales Department of Primary 

Industry located in Orange and has field sites at the Trangie and Armidale 

research stations.  

 

Breeding low methane emitting sheep and understanding the underlying 

biology 

The focus of this project is to determine the genetic parameters (heritability 

and genetic correlation) for methane emissions from sheep. In addition, it is 

investigating the underlying biological basis for the difference between high 

and low methane production in sheep.  

 

This project has coordination and site locations in Armidale, Perth, Hamilton, 

 St Lucia Brisbane, Deniliquin, Katanning and Glen Innes.  
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Climate Change Division Q11 (continued) 

 

Metagenomic analysis of feed utilisation and hydrogen balance for lower 

emissions 

The focus of this project is to use new technologies referred to as 

‘metagenomics’ to understand both the structure and function of the rumen 

microbiome in northern Australian cattle. Project outputs include constructing 

a genetic blueprint for Northern Australian cattle. 

 

This project is located at the Queensland Biosciences Precinct, St Lucia 

Brisbane.  

 

Rumen microbial profiling: A tool to investigate methane mitigation 

strategies 

The purpose of this project is to evaluate feeding, breeding and management 

strategies to reduce methane production in ruminant systems.  

 

This project is located at the South Australian Research and Development 

Institute Urrbrae, Adelaide. 

 

Understanding the mechanism behind the antimethanogenic bioactivity of 

Australian plants in grazing systems 

The aim of this project is to investigate a range of fodder plants for their 

potential to reduce methane emissions from livestock, mainly cattle.  

 

This project has coordination and field sites located in Perth at The CSIRO 

and the University of WA as well as the CSIRO in St Lucia, Brisbane and 

Townsville and Victoria Department of Primary Industries.  

 

Reducing methane emissions by supplementing feed with dietary lipids 

This project focuses on developing lipid containing feed material that are 

known to reduce methane generation and are attractive as nutritional 

supplements due to the high proportion of concentrated energy and protein 

they contain.  

 

This project is located at the University of Queensland, Gatton and 

Yeerongpilly Brisbane.  

 

Archaephage therapy to control rumen methanogens 

This project is focused on phage therapy which is being used to control 

microbial populations and has the potential to be used to reduce methane 

emissions from ruminants.  

 

This project is located at St Lucia, Brisbane QLD.  
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Climate Change Division Q11 (continued) 

 

Novel strategies for enteric methane production 

This project is looking at ways to decrease the amount of hydrogen available 

to reduce methane production, by using chemical techniques.  

 

This project is located at the NSW DPI research stations at Trangie and 

Grafton, and in Armidale. 

 

Peptide phage display libraries to discover bioactives against rumen 

methanogens 

The focus of this project is to use bioactive peptides to redirect fermentation 

end products away from methane formation, thereby reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions from livestock production systems.  

 

This project is located at St Lucia, Brisbane QLD. 

 

Methanotrophs in natural ecosystems and their role in ruminant methane 

mitigation 

This project aims to characterise methanotrophic microorganisms from a range 

of environments and determine their metabolic activity.  

 

This project is located at the University of Queensland, Gatton and 

Yeerongpilly Brisbane.  

 

Microbial ecology of hydrogenotrophic rumen microorganisms in 

response to methane inhibitors 

This project supports a collaboration with the National Institute of Livestock 

and Grassland Science (NILGS). It is looking at management of hydrogen in 

the rumen. 

 

This project is located in St Lucia, Brisbane Queensland.  

 

Manure management to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from cattle 

feedlots  

This project is focused on compiling a set of recommendations to feedlot 

managers on strategies for effective, quantifiable reductions of greenhouse 

emissions from beef cattle feedlots.  

 

This project has coordination and field sites at Charlton Victoria, Dalby 

Queensland Dookie Victoria and Melbourne.  

 

Mitigation of methane emissions from the northern Australian beef herd 

The main focus of this project is the development of an open-path laser 

technique for the direct measurement of methane from cattle in extensive 

grazing systems. In addition, looking at measurement of changes in methane 

emissions from cattle fed on a range of commonly used tropical legumes.  
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Climate Change Division Q11 (continued) 

 

This project is located in Rockhampton and Belmont Queensland. 

 

Enteric methane abatement strategies for ruminant production systems in 

South-eastern Australia 

 

This project is looking at evaluating forages and dietary supplements for 

methane mitigation and production impacts, as well as evaluating open path 

tracer methods for measurement of methane from grazing ruminants.  

 

This project is located at Ellinbank, Hamilton and Terang in Victoria.   

 

Demonstration projects for on-farm practical methane strategies 

This project is focused on delivering knowledge and technologies to enable 

producers to breed and/or manage ruminants to significantly reduce methane 

emissions.  

 

This project has coordination and field sites located at Hamilton Victoria and 

Townsville Queensland.  

 

Information and integration and delivery  

The focus of this project is to ensure that research methods, results, data and 

samples are appropriately documented and stored to provide a legacy for 

ongoing investigation into options for reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

from ruminant livestock.  

 

This project is located at MLA offices in North Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne 

and Sydney.  

 

Members of the Reducing Emissions from Livestock Research Program 

Steering committee:  

 

Josh Francis (Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry) 

Michael D’Occhio (University of Queensland) 

Ed Charmley (CSIRO) 

David Marland (DPI Victoria) 

Annette Cowie (University of New England) 

Jane Littlejohn (Australian Wool Institute) 

Cathy Phelps (Dairy Australia) 

Graeme Martin (University of Western Australia) 

Beverly Henry (Meat and Livestock Australia) 

Julian Hill (MLA/University of Melbourne) 

Kathy Ophelkeller (SARDI).  
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