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Senator HEFFERWAN—But i that contingency plan wou would still leave the meat on the shelves that 1=
there’”

Dir Biddle—As I mentioned before, that would be dependent on the circumistances around 2 pargeular
event. Certamly it could be attached that 1t was a delimited event and that the amownt of nisk materizl had been
tied up 1n the control measures taken

Sepator HEFFERNAN —Sc 1 the meat cycle—the shelf life of the meat—how long does it take 1o maks
that deternunation to send the thing offshere to get it tested? Does it tzke a week or fwo davs or fwo weeks?
How long does it take vou to arrmve at the dectsion whather vou should remove the meat from the shelves?

D Biddle—The metial diagnesis and confirmeation should be fairky rapidly accomplizhed through the high-
sepunity laboratory at Geelong and then a few days to get that confirmed overseas. But the mvestzaton—tha
delinuting testing—that maght then nesd to follow, depending on the history around the ammmal that was
diagnosed. could take some httle dme. But it 15 very difficult to say that m advance. It 15 dependent on the
circumstances of the history of the animal in which the inotial diagnosis was made. It may have a parteular sat
of rizk factors that means that it 15 an izolated event or relatively 1selated.

Senator HEFFERNAN—I hate to say this. [ think T wall have to swrendsr. If there was a reactor that camea
through the Wagea salevards and one of the butchers there was buymg meat out of the Waggza zalayards, 1f ]
wera a consumer m Wagga [ would be prettyv wary about gomg to the supeimarket to bary meat when 1t came
over the news thers was a BSE reactor. Bear m nund that o testing regime 15 verv light touch

Dir Biddle—I think we have 2 very good—

Sepator HEFFEENAN—Ya:_ we target.

Dr Biddle—A zood diagnestic capacity within thas coutry

Sepator HEFFERNAN_—T agrae wath that.

Dir Biddle—And 2 zood survelllance system. T think owr traceabibity systems would allow us to get on to
the job pretty quickly and—

Senator HEFFERNAN—I azrae with that.

Dir Biddle—hielp o find the crizm of the amma] and, therefore, the 1=k factors around that ammal and 1=
herd of onigin.

Sepator HEFFERNAN—S%0 1f T want to Turvy Tops butchery I would just proceed as normal?

Dr Biddle—We would frust that owr plans and procedurss would be able to restore consumer confidancs
very rapidly.

Sepator HEFFERWAN —Forget all that now. I just want fo get a bit of an update to zive me something to
think about when I have got nothing else to think about. Where are we up to in terms of protectmz owr
sovereign boumdanes from an mmowsion, given the lack of superision n some areas of the north? Is that a
question vou fellows can answer?

Dir Biddle—About our changing quarantine risks—is that a—

Sepator HEFFEENAN—TVes. Obviously, 1f we have fens of thousands of feral cattle that are not tagged,
that are not supsrinsad, that are not fenced. what 15 the longer term plan to absclutsly secume Aunsoalia’s
gquarantime bowndary from someone conung across Ina canose, as it weare, or a fisherman landing on the beacly
having a feed and laaving rubbish there for a pig to eat and take dowm to the paddock to the cattla ar
something? Given that thera ava thousands of cattle 1n the north that are still mnsuperinzed and not subject to an
WLIS, 15 thera a plan to brmg all of those areas undar supervision and get a tag in thew ear?

Dir Biddle—I did hear vour cquestions earlier and, of course, they cut across a nuanber of programs. I beliava
that mention was made about the Northern Avstralian Cuarantine Stratezy and other systems providmg early
warning, Within Australia there are swvelllance systems that are designed to detect the emergence of disease,
and hopefully that 15 done at an early stage. This country has just come out of, as vou know, a very extensive
tuberculosis eradication programe the final stages of which were conducted m Northerm Aunstalia, The
knowladge and zbility to contrel the northem extensive beef herds were enhanced off the back of that
program. The beef roads promam et cetera mean that we are far less of a2 frontrar than we used to be.

Senator HEFFERNAN—I accept that, and we did actuzlly destock at lot of coummy—

Dir Biddle—That 1z righs.
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Senator HEFFERN AN —Newcombar and places ke thati—
Dir Biddle—And succesded m eradicating that disease.

Senator HEFFEENAN —Howaver, at the present fime, there 15 2 new herd of foral cattle out there i the
bush.

Dir Biddle—The provision of the ongoing smveillance svstems 15 key, In terms of marketing cattle, as vou
zay, that poght be harvested out of relatvaly uncontrolled cowmtry, as I undersiand it the exemptions under
MLI% no longer zpply and ammals bemg moved off those properties that nught be harvested have to be fagged
bafore they zo to the abatiow. So there 15 2 system of waceability, Whether wsuz] dizsase 15 detected 1o those
animals af the slavshter process ar during the handling and meovement to slaughter, there are svstems and there
1z obviowsly awarensss of particular nsks within the state ammal health services that may have soms of these
extensive herds.

Senator HEFFERNAN—But my problem 15 that there 15 some country up there—nmllions of acres—ihat
does not zet mustered: f 13 Just some sort of casuzl wild cattle catch You could actually have something
inadvertant ocowr there and 11 would not come to anvone’s attention for 12 months. Do vou reckon 1t would be
a worthwlnle exarcize, as | susgested earher, to do a—what was the name of the thing we did dowmn here?

Mr Aldred—An exarcize, Minotaur styla

Senator HEFFERNAN —Ves—szv, m the zulf, in the cape or somewhers and just s how you gat on’

Dir Biddle—Tes. In fact, such exarcizes have ocowred m Queensland and one 1= ccowring s vear m the
Morthern Temitoay, imvelving wild pigs mnralation to the dizease classical swine fever.

Senator HEFFERNAN —YVes, but [ was thinking more of something ke foof-and-mouth,

Dir Biddle—TYes. Tou mentioned the rele of feral pags, wild pgs, before. Thos 1= an exercize with a shightly

different but alse huzhly contamous diseaze. [ think all these exercizes lead to bwlding up of experience and
knowledge.

Senator HEFFERN AN —So how do vou get nid of 800,000 feral pigs?

Dir Biddle—In owr response plans—we may have had a hittle diseussion about tdus some yvears back—it 1=
not necessary, in ordsr to conirel 2 disease outhreak, to eradicate—

Senator HEFFERNAN —Ves, [ appraciate that.

Dir Biddle—the feral ammae] populaton, but mn some circumstances suppression of their mumbers mavy ba
nesdad. In others thers may not be amy overlap betwvesn the vector and—

Senator HEFFERNAN—Tou will agree, [ hope, that 1t would be very difficult to establish In the event of
a foot-and-mouth outbreak mn Austialia, it would be reascmably difficult fo establish a foot-amd-mouth-free
zone with 2 seriows load of feral pizs m the country. They do not stop at the gate ovenught; they meove.

Dir Biddle—The risks will vary acress the country, dependant on the wild piz density and the degres of
overlap with the cattle or sheap mdustmes. Those factors are being worked on and factored mto cwr planmng.
It 15 a compleaty, but vou do net nesd zero density of these vector ammszls in order to control the dizsase In
fact, the UK outhreak was contrelled despte tnvolvement of nisk factors—in wild desr, for example.

Senator HEFFEENAN —Ves, but we are a lot less supervised than Great Britain, m termis of 17 mullion
hactaras at Cape York.

Dir Biddle—"We do have 2 spectum of cattls densities and other ammal densitias—iyes.

Senator HEFFERNAN—All mght [ wonld just kke to think that we could sow the eed somewhere in the
departoeent that we should, for the sake of some firther national benefit, do an exercise up there and see how
we gef on Thanks.

CHAIE—Ars there amy other questions for A0TS7

Senator SCULLION—If W AQS falls vnder AQTS, ves [ have I have soms on bees, WMAQS and cans toads.
CHATIR—I can ta]l vou now that cane toads are a responsibility of the states and territories.

Senator SCULLION—A quick question on cane toads: are you doeing any work at all on cane toads”

Dy " Connell—Ths 1330e 1= really managed through the environment deparimmsnt.
Senator SCULLION—Tes, but 15 the department doing any work on them?
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