SENATE RURAL AND REGIONAIL AFFAIRS AND TRANSPORT LEGISLATION COMMITTEE
-BUDGET ESTIMATES, 25, 26 MAY 2005 - ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service

Question: AQIS 14

Topic: Citrus Canker Eradication

Hansard Page: 47

Senator Heffernan asked:

Would it be possible to get a copy of the record of interview for this committee?

Answer:

AQIS Investigators took a statement from the informant (Mr Gillies). Mr Watson (an
AQIS investigator at that time) also provided a statement on his interview with Mr
Gillies in the form of a Federal Court affidavit. Both documents are attached.
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AUSTRALIAN QUARANTINE AND INSPECTION SERVICE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FORESTRY AND FISHERIES

i (omphance and Investiganons
Dueensiand

STJ&TEMENT in the matter of: Wayne Donald GILLIES

Leerzie  Address: PO Box 1089
Emerald Qid 4720

Occupation:  Farm Producdon Manager

STATES:

| This statement is wue to the best of my xnowledge and belief and I make it

knowing that if it were admitted as evidence, 1 may be lizble to prosecution for

stating in it anything 1 know to be false.

b2

I am employed as a Produntion Manager for Evergreen Farms, Gregory Highway,
Fmerald, Queensiand. Evergreen Farms is a large horticultural farm development,

which produces amongst otler things, citrus products, grapes, lvchees, meiops and

paw paws.

3. 1 began work with the company On 31" May 1999 and have assisted in the
development of the farm from its initial stages to the present. There are some thirty
five (35) permanent employees on the farm and up to eignty (80) on comtract,

depending upon seasonal requirements.

4 I have come to know the owner of the property, Mr Philip Cea, on a personal basis
by his visits to the farm and have had a number of conversations with fim

regarding the farm and the fruit plapts grown on it.
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Sumement oft Wayne Gillies— Evergreen Emrms, Emernid - Comtinued Page - 2

'Within.thx: nroperty there are 2 number of orchard areas of varous frun trees, il
different stages of growth and development. These areas are mede up of
approximately eighty (80) acres of lychee trees, .5 acre of paw paw trees, five
hundred (500) acres of citrus trees and seven hundred (700) acres of grape vmes.

Many of the trees and grape vines on the property have been grafied from

" budwood and 1 have scen the grafting being done On many 0ccaslons.

Between September 2000 and November 2000 Mr Cea told me that he had
imported a large amount of His budwood and seeds, without Quarantine approval.

e informed me that he has imported the budwood in the form of:

. Grape cuttings - 2 red vaneties and 1 white variety — the white being
‘“Melissa”, and the reds “Autumn Royal” and “Camellia”. Some 600 cuttings
have been grafted onto vines, of which approximately forty (40) are still
growing. The grape cuttings which he brought into the country had been
given to him by a friend m California

Lychee cuttings of the variety “Fuzie-shu” — 1500 cuttings ex Chi: a.

Mandarin curtings of the “Ponkkan”™ variety - budwood ex Chin. »f which

[ O]

wad

five inandred {500} have survived.

He also told me that he had brought in 51X thousand (6,000) paw paw eed from
the Philippines, of which 2,000 have been planted and the remainder are stored I 2
comtainer in the nursery. He also stated that he brought i a gquantity of water

melon seeds from a person in China.

In talking to me of the importations, he stated that all of the cuttings have been
smuggled in, whilst hidden in bags of tea and that both seeds and cuttings arrived

between Scpteinber and November, 2000, /
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Statement of: Wayne Gillies- Evergrocn Farms, Emerald - Continued Pagr -3

ved Mr Cea about the gquarantine aspect of the custings and seeds and he

e would worry about that, if and when Quarantine {ound out.

9. I as
ndicated to me thdt h
He gtated that he would pay the fine and let the plants grow out of their quarantine
vime. 1 supervised all the grafting of the cutting

1old me he had brought into the country.

s and planting of seeds that Mr Cea

16, Mr Cea has told me that he has invested am amourt of $80,000.000 mto the

development of the property-

Date: =

Witnessed: f_;/F”/ M.r
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