Fisheries and Forestry

Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Portfolio

Agency 
Supplementary Budget Estimates 2002, 27 & 28 May 2002


Question: FF06

Topic: Detention of illegal fishermen – management contractor
Hansard Page: 166

Senator O’Brien asked:

Who is the contractor involved and what are the costs of the contract?

It is a sort of fee for service?

Could you give me the information by contractor and by year? (for Darwin & Broome)
Answer:  

AFMA has arrangements with two providers of caretaker services.  Since December 1991, the Commonwealth / AFMA contractor for detention arrangements in Darwin and Thursday Island has been Kerrawang Pty Ltd, trading as Barefoot Marine.  

A land-based caretaker facility exists at Willie Creek, 32 kilometres north of Broome by road.  These facilities are owned and run by Sealife Charters Pty Ltd.  

As a consequence of the differences in the services provided and the original tender responses, there are variations in the contract rates.  The costs of the contracts as invoiced over the past three years are as follows:

Darwin (Barefoot Marine)
1999-2000: $739,000

2000-2001: $573,000

2001-2002 (to 21 June 2002): $1,209,000 {includes approximately $518,000 for the Chinese pair trawlers}.
Broome (Sealife Charters)
1999-2000: $353,000

2000-2001: $415,000

2001-2002 (to 21 June 2002): $184,000.
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