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Question: RSDLG 96

Topic: Changed structure for Ministerial Councils

Hansard Page: Additional

Output:  3.2 Services to Local Governments

Senator Mackay asked:  Can you outline the change to the Planning Ministers Meeting?  What is the rationale for this now becoming a “Local Government and Planning Ministerial Council”?  How often will this council meet?  What expanded role will it have?  How will its role change from the previous grouping?  What is the intent behind including Local Government?  What members will be part of the Local Government and Planning Ministerial Council?  What is the brief for this council?  What stakeholder bodies were consulted in the creation of this new council?

Answer:

The Council of Australian Governments (COAG) at its meeting in June 2001 reviewed the number and role of Ministerial Councils and decided to streamline arrangements for several Councils.  This included amalgamating the existing Local Government Ministers’ Conference and the Planning Ministers Conference.  

Detailed arrangements for the new joint Local Government and Planning Ministerial Council are yet to be finalised.

