Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services Portfolio

Department of Transport and Regional Services
Budget Estimates 2001-2002, (19 June 2001)


Question: RSDLG 90

Topic: Special Structural Adjustment Package for the SW Forests Region, WA

Hansard Page: Additional

Output: 2.2  Services to Communities

Senator Mackay asked:  

Can you go through the background to this package and the criteria and other details of the funding arrangement?

Answer:

On 26 March 2000 the Prime Minister wrote to me (Senator Macdonald) and other relevant Federal Ministers seeking proposals for the most appropriate use of $5 million to stimulate job creation in the South West Forests Region of WA.  This amount was part of the $20 million Commonwealth funding commitment for the region under the Regional Forest Agreement for the South West Region.  I replied to the Prime Minister on 22 May 2000 suggesting a structural adjustment package based on the model adopted for the Eden Region Adjustment Package.  On 15 June 2000 the Prime Minister agreed to my proposal.

The criteria and application form for the funding package were approved by myself on 29 April 2001 following the advice from the newly-established SW Forests Advisory Committee.  The application package is publicly available at http://www.dotrs.gov.au/regional/adjustment/sw_forests.
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