
Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services Portfolio

Department of Transport and Regional Services
Budget Estimates 2001-2002, (19 June 2001) 

Question: RSDLG 78

Topic: Understanding Rural Australia (URA) Programme 

Hansard Page: Additional 

Output:  2.2 Services to Communities

Senator Mackay asked: Please detail the progress of expenditure in this program?  What are the performance indicators in terms of how and where the money will be spent?

Answer:

· 2000-2001 URA Programme Expenditure: $765,568 
(total funding - $800,000; $34,432 unexpended).

· Performance indicators for this programme are in the 2000-01 Portfolio Budget Statements pg 83.

· Projects funded (see Attachment A) will provide progress and final reports as per contractual agreement. 



Attachment A

Understanding Rural Australia Programme: 24 projects 

Great Southern Regional College of TAFE - Denmark, WA - To enhance the ability of local business to attract further visitors and provide information on the development of interpretive tourism. ($18 315)

Central Queensland University - Rockhampton, QLD - To develop a strategy for providing targeted information on the business potential for organics in the Rockhampton region ($34 100)

Dawson Agroforestry Group Inc, Theodore, QLD - To develop a regional training partnership between Central Queensland Institute of TAFE and the Dawson AgroForestry Group Inc. ($55 000)

University of Tasmania TEAC TRITB, Hobart, TAS - To build capacity in rural and regional communities that fosters successful small businesses and generates jobs. ($49 995)

Rural Education Research and Development Centre, Townsville, QLD - To conduct research which will pilot schools as contributors to community building strategies in regional areas. ($49 500)

University of Queensland and Melbourne Centre for Rural and Regional Innovation, Gatton, QLD - To build capacity in rural and regional communities by providing access to the knowledge and skills required for the development of leading innovative regions that contribute to sustainable development. ($55 000)

Edith Cowan University South West Community Financial Solutions, Bunbury, WA - To revitalise rural communities and reduce economic leakage through micro-finance solutions. ($49 995)

University of New England, Armidale, NSW - To investigate, evaluate and report on ways in which rural towns can develop broader markets through more efficient production, greater utilisation of resources and mutually beneficial functional relationships between businesses. ($43 614)

UNI of Newcastle Discipline of General Practice Hunter Regional Partnership, Callaghan, NSW - To conduct a mentoring programme for redundant workers. ($49 378)

James Cook University, regional learning for work alliance, Townsville, QLD - To develop a professional development package for regional teachers, through the staging of a series of forums and an action research project. ($49 500)

Department of Leisure and Tourism, University of Newcastle, Callaghan, NSW - To develop a cultural tourism plan for the neighbouring local government areas of Maitland and Dungog, Lower Hunter, NSW. ($45 307)

Cradle Coast Authority, Devonport, TAS - To develop a strong foundation on which the Cradle Coast Authority can proceed with its goal of developing partnerships that result in sustainable community generated regional development. ($33 000)

South Gippsland Volunteer Resource Centre, Leongatha, VIC – to promote volunteering as an activity which will enhance the quality of life in the community. ($30 943)

University of New England, Armidale, NSW - To interview Coolah's leaders, analyse how and why certain decisions were made and disseminate this information through a website on the world wide web and through a conference/workshop to publicise the best practice model. ($30 295)

University of South Australia, Whyalla Norrie, SA - To evaluate the Upper Spencer Gulf Common Purpose Group against national and international regional development approaches, informing policy and strategy for similar regions with a focus on co-operation between regional cities. ($29 916)

Mackay Regional Council for Social Development Limited, Mackay, QLD - To pilot a strategy to establish a mentoring support network in Central QLD. ($16 500)

Normandy LTD and Normandy Mining LTD, Tanami, NT - To produce a community development based on business and community working together to foster new small business, and employment creation and sustainability among the Yuendumu and Lajamanu communities to support the regional mining industry and the Tanami mine. ($33 000)

Philanthropy Australia Inc., Melbourne, VIC - To establish three projects (in Qld, NSW and Vic) which will pilot community foundations that support the work of the Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal. ($49 500)

Create Northern Territory, Darwin, NT - To raise awareness of the growth potential of Adventure Tourism and strategically place young people to take advantage of that opportunity, by gaining key skills in activity areas and industry context. ($13 200)

Greater Shepparton City Council, Shepparton, VIC - To provide opportunities for young people in the Shepparton area to develop leadership skills. ($10 313)

Goobidi-Bamanga Community Advancement Co-op Society LTD, Mossman, QLD - To create a network of employers, indigenous organisations, government agencies, training/job network providers focussed on the issue of improving indigenous recruitment. ($15 000)

Delatite Shire Council, Benalla, VIC - To develop the skills of the young people necessary to establishing and running community centres in a series of training events. ($16 500)

Australia and New Zealand Regional Science Association International Inc, QLD – To produce a publication series and website which will provide current information on rural and regional Australia. ($88,253)

Australian Workers Union, NSW – To assist members and the community by providing the skills and confidence to access jobs on-line.  A fully accredited two stage training course in information technology to be formulated which will be available free to AWU members. ($71,818).
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