Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Budget Estimates 2001-2002, (19 June 2001)


Question:  RSDLG64

Topic:  Boat Arrivals and Ablution Block

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: Additional 

Output: 

Senator Mackay asked:

1.
Has the Commonwealth considered constructing a purpose built transit facility for boat arrivals on Christmas Island, instead of using the existing recreation hall?  What is the extent of that consideration?

2.
What is the extent of communication with DIMA about this matter of illegal immigrants and facilities on Christmas Island and about the recent 236 people that arrived on Christmas Island on 15th June?

3.
Are you aware of DIMA’s funding of an ablution block next to the recreation hall.  And what was the extent of the Department’s involvement in that decision?

Answer:

The Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs (DIMA) is responsible for managing the entry of suspected unauthorised non-citizens (SUNC).

The Australian Federal Police (AFP) processes illegal immigrants on Christmas Island on behalf of DIMA.

DIMA pays the Shire of Christmas Island for the use of the sports centre.  DIMA has made arrangements with the Shire to build the permanent ablutions block attached to the sports centre.  The Island Administrator facilitates liaison between stakeholders that are involved with managing illegal immigrants, ie AFP, DIMA, and the Shire as necessary.
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