Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services Portfolio

Department of Transport and Regional Services
Budget Estimates 2001-2002-, (19 June 2001)

Question: RSDLG 47

Topic: Local Government Incentive Programme

Hansard Page: 448

Output:  2.2 Services to Communities

Senator Mackay asked:  I am interested about how some of the projects under LGIP met the guidelines.  For example, $100,000 went to the Institute of Public Works Engineering Australia for bridge testing.  How did that fit the guidelines?

Can you also take on notice the $94,000 that went to Bombala Council for a mobile waste shredder – this is in terms of how they fitted these projects through the guidelines.  And also the $100,000 for Lord Howe Island Community Bulk Food and Goods Cooperative.

Answer:

Projects were assessed against eligibility criteria and selection criteria that reflected the purpose of the programme.  

The eligibility criteria were:

· From an eligible applicant:

· Meeting one or more of three national priority areas:

· Leading to the adoption of best practice and sharing of technical expertise across Councils;

· Increasing the capacity of Local Government to contribute to regional development; and

· Promoting an enhanced role for Local Government in leading their communities.

· Benefiting rural, or small or medium urban regional Councils, or small or medium urban fringe Councils; and

· A cooperative approach involving more than one Council.

The selection criteria were:

· Conformity with priority objectives;

· Quality, timeliness and cost of project;

· Extent of involvement of rural (including remote), and small and medium regional and urban fringe Councils;

· Benefit for rural, and small and medium regional and urban fringe Councils;

· Extent of Council commitment to the project including cash or in-kind funding contributions; and

· Quality of plans for dissemination of project results;

State panels assessed projects for each State.  These panels included a representative of the Federal Department of Transport and Regional Services.

A. The Institute of Public Works Engineering Australia – Bridge Testing:


This project was assessed as meeting the above eligibility and selection criteria.

B. Bombala Council – Mobile Waste Shredder:


This project was assessed as meeting the above eligibility and selection criteria.

C. The Lord Howe Island Community Bulk Food and Goods Cooperative:


This project was assessed as meeting the above eligibility and selection criteria.
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