Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services Portfolio

Department of Transport and Regional Services
Budget Estimates 2001-2002, (19 June 2001) 

Question: RSDLG 44

Topic:  Funding to provincial cities

Hansard Pages: 478-480

Output:  2.2 Services to Communities

Senator Mackay asked:  Under the search engine www.dotrs.gov.au/regional, which is the search engine the department uses for its new approved grants listing, if you put in the town of Bundaberg, nothing comes up.  Why is that?

Similarly, when you put in Gladstone, nothing comes up.  Is that because nothing has been given to Gladstone? 

Similarly, when you put Grafton in, ‘nil’ comes up again, so if you could check whether that is in fact accurate.  

What I am asking as the genuine question is: for example, in relation to Grafton, are any of those projects inclusive of the Grafton area?  If you want to check that as well in relation to the other questions you have taken on notice.

Answer:

The Approved Grants Listing system contains 977 grants funded under nine programmes administered by the Regional Services, Development and Local Government Division of the Department of Transport and Regional Services. 

The 977 currently listed grants are spread across all States and Territories (except the ACT) and also include grants funding provided to the Indian Ocean Territories of Christmas Island and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands. The system does not at this stage list funding provided to Local Government under the Local Government (Financial Assistance) Act, nor funding administered by other Divisions of the Department of Transport and Regional Services or other Commonwealth agencies.

The search engine of the Approved Grants Listing system is still under development. At present a person can search for grants by a particular programme, by an individual State or Territory and optionally by a specific location. 

The search engine lists only those specific locations that have received funding. If a location such as ‘Grafton’ does not appear in the list, this indicates no grants have been approved for that specific location.

The search engine does not currently have the capacity to indicate those grants that cover a wider geographic area such as multiple towns or entire regions. Such information at this stage may only be apparent by reading the detail of individual grants that includes information such as the amount of funding received and a short description of the project.

Work is continuing to improve the functionality and coverage of the Approved Grants Listing system. This may include the use of spatial mapping to indicate the actual geographic area that will benefit from each grant.

