Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services Portfolio

Department of Transport and Regional Services
Budget Estimates 2000-2001, (31 May & 1 June 2001)


Question: RSDLG 35

Topic: Agency consultation on telecommunications initiatives

Hansard Page: 468

Output:  2.2 Services to Communities

Senator Mackay asked:  What agencies other than DTRS are represented with respect to the government’s response to the telecommunications services inquiry?  Which agencies are represented?  I am also interested in the next two – Untimed local calls, Internet access in the extended zones and mobile phone coverage on designated highways.

Answer:

In developing a comprehensive, whole of government response to the Besley report, the Government involved a broad number of portfolios.  The Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts (DCITA) was the lead agency on this matter and undertook consultations and discussions with a broad range of portfolios, including DCITA, NOIE, DTRS, DETYA, DHAC, DFACS, DoFA, Treasury, PMC, Attorney Generals, OASITO, ATSIC, ORR and DORATSIA.

With respect to the other two initiatives, namely the ‘untimed local calls and internet access in the extended zones’ and ‘mobile phone coverage on designated highways’, DCITA was also the lead agency.  There were initial discussions with a range of portfolios with an interest in these matters, including DCTIA, NOIE, DTRS, DETYA, DHAC, DoFA, Treasury, PMC, ATSIC, OATSIO.

Both of these initiatives have been implemented via a tender process.  The tender assessment panels had cross portfolio representation (established by DCITA).  For the ‘untimed local calls and internet access in the extended zones’ case, the portfolios represented were DCITA (chair), DTRS, DoFA, Treasury and PMC.  For the ‘mobile phones on designated highways’ case, the portfolios represented were DCITA (chair) and DTRS.
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