Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Budget Estimates 2001-2002,  19 June 2001


Question: LAND 20

Topic: Roads to Recovery 

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: 485-486 

Output:  2.2 – Grants to States/Territories and Local Government

Senator Mackay asked:  …On page 48 of the PBS there is a listing of the new RTR funding for IOTs and unincorporated areas.  Can you provide me with a breakdown of how much is for unincorporated areas – that is, not IOTs?  How much is it?

Can you also take on notice the breakdown RTR funding for IOTs versus unincorporated lands – differentiate between those, because they are not differentiated in the PBS.  What is the breakdown?

Press reports indicated that this money was only allocated to SA.  This is from press reports: 4 million – NSW 3.8 million; Victoria 0.2 million.  Are the figures in those press reports the same as the total allocated in the budget for unincorporated areas?

Can we get a breakdown for each of the three unincorporated areas over the next four years listed on page 34 of the PBS

On page 34 of the PBS it states: ‘This measure ensures that the government’s commitment of increased funding for local roads is available to all areas of Australia’.  Yet it seems that there are unincorporated areas in the NT which have not received additional RTR funding on the basis of this new part of the project that you have indicated.  Do you know why this is?

Can you also take on notice what percentage of the NT has unincorporated areas and how much has been funded in relation to that.

I asked a question on notice: ‘Does this mean that other unincorporated areas like Dundee-NT will miss out on any additional road funding?  If so what steps have been taken to address road infrastructure problems in these areas?’  This was not answered, and I refer you Minister, to LAND12.  I have had a representation from constituents in this area, and I do not know why it was not answered.  Is it possible to get an answer to it?  It was question 4.

What other unincorporated areas other than in the PBS have received this additional RTR funding?

Has the department done any analysis of how many kilometres of road are in unincorporated areas?

Answer:   

Roads to Recovery funding for IOTs and unincorporated areas is listed in the table below:


01/02
02/03
03/04
04/05
TOTAL


$m
$m
$m
$m
$m

IOT
0.158
0.158
0.158
0.080
0.554

Unincorp - NSW
0.950
0.950
0.950
0.950
3.800

Unincorp - SA
1.000
1.000
1.000
1.000
4.000

Unincorp - VIC
0.050
0.050
0.050
0.050
0.200








Total
2.158
2.158
2.158
2.080
8.554

The Government has used the same methodology for allocating Roads to Recovery funding in the NT as is currently applied for Financial Assistance Grants scheme identified for roads.  $1.37 million was allocated in the original Roads to Recovery distribution to the trust account administered by the Local Government Association of the NT for unincorporated areas.

Unincorporated areas represent about 95% of the area of the NT.  The population of the unincorporated areas is 1% of the total NT population.  $1.37 million or 6.9% of the Territory’s allocation has been provided for unincorporated areas through the Local Government Association of the NT.

$1.37 million has been provided for roads in unincorporated areas of the NT, excluding specific funding for aboriginal communities.  There is an agreement in place between the NT Government and the Local Government Association of the NT that operates a Trust Fund covering certain roads in the unincorporated areas.  This agreement does not cover roads in the Dundee area.  It is a matter for the NT Government if it wishes to extend the agreement to cover the roads in the Dundee area.

No unincorporated areas other than those in the PBS have received additional Roads to Recovery funding.

No analysis has been undertaken by the Department in relation to how many kilometres of road are in unincorporated areas.
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