Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA)
Supplementary Budget Estimates 2000-2001, 30 May 2001


Question: AMSA 08

Topic:  Search for Cessna 150

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice:  RRA&T 342

Output:  AMSA Output 2.1:
A capability to detect, locate and rescue persons in aviation and maritime distress situations

Senator O’Brien asked:

“Can you tell me what resources were put into this search?”

“What sort of costs would be involved in running those sorts of resources to do a search?”

Answer:

AusSAR tasked five fixed wing aircraft and three helicopters to conduct searches.  The table below presents the details of those aircraft and the total flying hours for each.

Company and base


Aircraft callsign
Aircraft type
Total time (hours)
Dates flown

TASAIR (Hobart)
VH-EXF
Fixed wing
3.55
16 April 2001


VH-KSR
Fixed wing
4.83
13 April 2001


VH-LST
Fixed wing
3.75
16 April 2001

Rotor-Lift (Hobart)
VH-RLI
Rotary wing
9.1
16-17 April 2001


VH-RLU
Rotary wing
8.0
17 April 2001

Smithton Aerial Services (Smithton)
VH-RPI
Fixed wing
0.9
12 April 2001

General Flying Services (Melbourne)
VH-SAR
Fixed wing
4.0
12 April 2001

Seair Adventure Charters (Wynyard)
VH-WLI
Rotary wing
6.66
13 April 2001

The total cost for search aircraft was approximately $55,700. 
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