Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA)
Supplementary Budget Estimates 2000-2001, 31 May 2001


Question: AMSA 07

Topic:  Margaret J search 

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice:  RRA&T 339

Output:  AMSA Output 2.1:
A capability to detect, locate and rescue persons in aviation and maritime distress situations

Senator O’Brien asked:

“Before that time (30 April 2001), did they (Tasmanian police) say to you that they did not have the capacity to conduct the search?  Can you check that for me, please?”

Answer:

AMSA advises that on 15 April 2001, Tasmania Police sought assistance from AusSAR for a search of the greater Bass Strait area, which was beyond the resources of Tasmania Police Search and Rescue.  This is consistent with existing arrangements in the National Search and Rescue Manual where AusSAR can be requested to provide assistance to a State Search and Rescue Authority in the conduct of a search without the overall coordination of the search being transferred.


