A (ii):  Fisheries & Forestry

Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Portfolio

Budget Estimates 2000-2001, 28 & 29 May 2001


Question: 9

Output # Outcome: AFMA

Topic: Disposal of illegal fishing vessels

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: Page 19 

Senator’s O’Brien & Murphy asked: 

Senator O’Brien: Looking at the disposals of vessels, how much has been recovered over the last 12 months from disposals of vessels for the Commonwealth? Are you aware of that or could you take that on notice?

Senator O’Brien: Was it a Spanish vessel?

Senator O’Brien: It would be interesting to see what the cost-benefit was obviously, there are benefits to the fishery, but there is some financial recovery where apprehension occurs - and how that might be offset against the costs of the compliance program.

Senator Murphy: It would probably be useful if you took that on notice and did that for the last three years. 

Answer:

The following figures represent the total amounts of funds received by the Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) and deposited into consolidated revenue over the last three financial years as a result of bonds and forfeitures of vessels, catch and gear.

Financial Year
Funds Recovered
Comments

1998/99
$355,025


1999/00
$2,302,787
The figure for this year was elevated by the payment of monies held by the States on AFMA’s behalf from forfeitures in previous years.

2000/01
$1,030,498


Notes: AFMA maintains a Trust Account for receipt of monies for forfeited vessels, catch and gear, which is subsequently transferred to Consolidated Revenue.

Mr Meere’s statement that a Taiwanese vessel was forfeited earlier in 2001 was incorrect. The vessel was in fact Indonesian flagged and owned by Thai interest.
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