A (iii): Agricultural Industries

Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Portfolio

Budget Estimates 2000-2001, 28-29  May 2001

Question: 17
Output: 3 Outcome: Agricultural Industries (AGIND)
Topic: Expenditure on sugar industry restructure
Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: Page 100
Senator O'Brien asked:

Can you provide details on exactly when this process commenced and how many meetings there have been to date?

Mr Roseby replied:

I will have to take that on notice the number of meetings and things like that, if you do not mind.

Answer:  

As a first step in meeting the commitment to examining industry restructuring needs, a meeting between relevant Commonwealth agencies was held on 31 January 2001 to determine what aspects warranted further investigation. 

Since that time, AFFA has undertaken some background work on what data is available, as well as continuing consultation with industry in respect of progress with industry-driven initiatives, such as the Far North Queensland Taskforce, which may impact on the overall process.

The work, which involves the presentation of firm proposals from industry to Government for comprehensive industry-wide structural reform, is scheduled for completion by June 2002.  

