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Question: 58 

Topic: Unity Housing Funding Agreement 

Asked By: Senator EDWARDS 

Type of Question: RRA&T 97 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1  

Senator EDWARDS: I want to take everybody to the written question on notice No. 

17 in the supplementary budget estimates of October 2012. It is with regard to 

affordable housing. Has the funding agreement with Unity Housing been finalised?  

Ms Fleming: I understand that it has, but I will just get Mr McCormick to give you 

the details.  

Mr G McCormick: Yes, it has.  

Senator EDWARDS: Is it publicly available?  

Mr G McCormick: Through Unity Housing.  

Senator EDWARDS: They have no problems providing it?  

Mr G McCormick: We would have to check with Unity Housing.  

Senator EDWARDS: Would you mind, because in that there were some agreed 

project milestones that had to be met?  

Mr G McCormick: Yes.  

Senator EDWARDS: And, of course, we are very keen for people to achieve their 

milestones. Could you let us know on notice about that one 

Answer:  

Refer to Q74 for response. 
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Question: 59 

Topic: Unity Housing - Public Documentation 

Asked By: Senator EDWARDS 

Type of Question: RRA&T 98 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1  

Ms Fleming: Could we take that on notice to talk to Unity Housing and see what we 

can provide between their public documentation and a summary of the steps we went 

through? 

Answer:  

Applications under Round Two of the Regional Development Australia Fund 

(RDAF), including the Northern Region Affordability Housing Initiative Project, were 

subject to a risk assessment against five risk categories: project delivery; project 

sustainability; financial viability; corporate and personnel; and previous experience in 

the management of grant funding. 

Risks identified through the assessment process are mitigated by requiring successful 

applicants to provide evidence demonstrating they have addressed the identified risk 

and taken action to mitigate to an acceptable level. 

The financial viability of the Unity Housing project was assessed on the basis of its 

financial statements for the previous three financial years from 2008-09 to 2010-11 

which was provided as part of the RDAF Round Two application. 

Summaries of Unity Housing’s financial statements for the three financial years are 

included in Unity Housing’s Annual Reports and are publicly available on its website 

at www.unityhousing.org.au. 

In accordance with the RDAF Program Guidelines, an upfront payment was paid on 

execution of the Funding Agreement with all remaining payments to be paid in arrears 

on achievement of milestones. 

 

http://www.unityhousing.org.au/
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Question: 60 

Topic: Unity Housing - Location of Homes 

Asked By: Senator EDWARDS 

Type of Question: RRA&T 99 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1  

Senator EDWARDS: On notice, can you table where those 84 homes are going? 

Mr G McCormick: Certainly. 

Answer:  

The 84 homes are to be located in the following locations: 

1. Cooper Pedy; 

2. Roxby Downs; 

3. Port Augusta; 

4. Melrose; 

5. Booleroo; 

6. Peterborough; 

7. Whyalla; 

8. Port Pirie; 

9. Laura; 

10. Eudunda; 

11. Saddleworth; and 

12. Balaklava. 
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Question: 61 

Topic: Funding Agreement with Wakefield Regional Council 

Asked By: Senator EDWARDS 

Type of Question: RRA&T 99 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1  

Senator EDWARDS: I will just move to the Wakefield region water supply, if I may. 

Can you provide a funding agreement between yourself and the Wakefield Regional 

Council regarding the funding of that water supply arrangement? 

Mr G McCormick: I would have to take that on notice. I do not have it immediately 

available. 

Answer:  

Refer to QoN 73 for response. 
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Question: 62 

Topic: Breakdown of funding to Wakefield Regional Council 

Asked By: Senator EDWARDS 

Type of Question: RRA&T 99 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1  

Senator EDWARDS: Are you providing any other assistance or resources to the 

project aside from the $10 million funding already allocated? You can take that on 

notice. 

Answer:  

Refer to QoN 73 for response. 
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Question: 63 

Topic: SA Water Corporation contribution to Wakefield Regional Water Supply 

Asked By: Senator EDWARDS 

Type of Question: RRA&T 99 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1  

Senator EDWARDS: SA Water Corporation is providing $20 million. 

Ms Fleming: It is a $30 million project, so that would be my understanding, but we 

will clarify that. 

Answer:  

Refer to the Funding Agreement attached to QoN 73 for response. 
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Question: 64 

Topic: Water Storage on the Gilbert River 

Asked By: Senator MACDONALD 

Type of Question: RRA&T 101 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1  

Senator IAN MACDONALD: I am aware, and I am asking if you are aware, of at 

least two expressions of private interest in some sort of water storage on the Gilbert. 

Is the department aware of that? 

Mr Dickson: I am certainly aware of one. I am not sure that I am aware of two. 

Senator IAN MACDONALD: Are you able to tell me, or is it commercial-in-

confidence, what the one is that you are aware of? 

Mr Dickson: I would have to take it on notice. 

Answer:  

The Department is aware that Integrated Food and Energy Developments Pty Ltd          

(I-FED) has an interest in establishing an integrated farm and processing precinct, 

which includes on-farm and off-farm water storage and water distribution, within the 

Gilbert River catchment. 



Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Department of Regional Australia, Local Government, Arts and Sport 

Additional Estimates 12 February 2013 

  

Question: 65 

Topic: Northern Australian Sustainable Futures Program 

Asked By: Senator MACDONALD 

Type of Question: RRA&T 101 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 2 

Ms Lees: Through the Northern Australian Sustainable Futures program, led by the 

Northern Australian Ministerial Forum, there has been quite a substantial piece of 

work with the beef industry. Components of that have included some work that was 

commissioned by ABARES to look at the assessment of the contemporary risks and 

opportunities facing the northern beef industry. There is a project being led by DAFF 

looking at Indigenous pastoral projects. We have had the work that Mr Dickson 

referred to about mosaic irrigation. 

Senator IAN MACDONALD: Thank you for that. That is helpful, but I have three 

minutes left. Are they all studies? There is no money being given to people to try to 

help them through? 

Ms Lees: As in direct support to producers? 

Senator IAN MACDONALD: Yes. 

Ms Lees: No. We are looking at the facilitatory framework to help the beef industry. 

For example, we have some work being undertaken at the moment, jointly funded by 

jurisdictions, looking at logistical analysis. 

Senator IAN MACDONALD: Could I stop you and ask you, on notice, to finish 

your answer please and perhaps recapitulate on what you have already told me. 

Answer:  

Through the Northern Australian Sustainable Futures program, led by the Northern 

Australian Ministerial Forum the Australian, Western Australian, Northern Territory 

and Queensland Governments have worked with the beef industry to complete a 

thorough assessment of contemporary risks and opportunities facing the industry and 

to develop a cooperative strategy to realise the potential for the northern beef sector. 
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At the fifth meeting of the Ministerial Forum held in Kununurra, in November 2012, 

Ministers released the report Strategic directions for the northern Australia beef 

industry—A joint government and industry action agenda.  

http://www.regional.gov.au/regional/ona/strategic-directions-for-northern-australia-

beef-industry.aspx  

The Action Agenda provides a framework for the development and implementation of 

a range of initiatives that support long term sustainable growth and prosperity in the 

northern beef industry. 

The Action Agenda has been supported to date by five joint projects that have been 

completed, or are currently underway: 

• Assessment of contemporary risks and opportunities facing the northern beef 

industry (ABARES) — report released on 26 June 2012; 

• Capacity building in the Indigenous pastoral sector — underway; 

• Assessment of the sustainability and prospectivity of mosaic agriculture in 

northern Australia — underway; 

• Optimising livestock industry logistics and productivity improvement — 

underway; and 

• Supporting the development of meat processing capacity in northern Australia — 

report released on 4 October 2012. 

http://www.regional.gov.au/regional/ona/strategic-directions-for-northern-australia-beef-industry.aspx
http://www.regional.gov.au/regional/ona/strategic-directions-for-northern-australia-beef-industry.aspx
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Question: 66 

Topic: Development Programs in Northern Australia 

Asked By: Senator MACDONALD 

Type of Question: RRA&T 106 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 4 

Senator IAN MACDONALD: On notice, Ms Lees and Mr Dickson, you mentioned in the 

course of your response to Senator Gallacher a number of different programs, many of which 

I suspect were not funded by your department. Could you go through all of those programs 

that were mentioned in your evidence, such as the Indigenous forums, the ministerial forums 

and everything else you mentioned? I did not get a chance to write them down. Could you, on 

notice, identify the program, how much money comes and from which department it comes? 

Ms Lees: I am happy to do that. I would say most of the programs we have mentioned today 

are actually funded by this department. 

Senator IAN MACDONALD: If you tell me that, I would be grateful. That is what I am 

seeking to ascertain, where the money is coming from. 

CHAIR: They can take that on notice. 

Answer:  

Funding committed to the Northern Australia Sustainable Futures (NASF) program for the 

period 2010-11 to 2012-13 was $6,025,000.  Additional funding contributed to the Northern 

Australia Sustainable Futures (NASF) program since it was first established includes: 

− $10 million in additional co-funding from the Australian Government, the Queensland 

Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF-Q) and CSIRO 

for the North Queensland Irrigated Agriculture Strategy (NQIAS); and 

− $710,000 (approx) in additional co-funding from the Department of Resources, Energy 

and Tourism; the Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation; DAFF-Q; 

WA Department of Agriculture; NT Department of Primary Industries; and the Pilbara 

Regional Development Australia (RDA) committee, for work on infrastructure 

investment priorities and the northern beef industry. 
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A description of the eight research elements in the NASF program is provided below.  Unless 

stated otherwise, funding is administered by the Office of Northern Australia within the 

Department of Regional Australia, Local Government, Arts and Sport. 

Northern Australia Sustainable Futures program 

The key research elements of the NASF are described below. 

Element 1: Northern Australia Ministerial Forum 

The Ministerial Forum provides for strategic leadership and a collaborative framework for the 

development of northern Australia.  The Forum has met 5 times and is supported by the 

following committees: 

• Standing Committee of Senior Officials 

• Indigenous Experts Forum (IEF) 

• Expert Advisory Panel (EAP). 

Element 2: Northern Australia beef industry strategy 

To provide a thorough assessment of emergent risks to the live cattle trade and opportunities 

and constraints to the diversification and growth of the northern beef and meat processing 

industries, including the Indigenous pastoral industry.  Includes the following projects: 

2.1 Assessment of contemporary risks and opportunities facing the northern beef industry 

(ABARES) — completed. 

2.2 Capacity building in the Indigenous pastoral sector — administered by the Department 

of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry— underway. 

2.3 Assessment of the sustainability and prospectivity of mosaic agriculture in northern 

Australia — underway. 

2.4 Optimising livestock industry logistics and productivity improvement — underway. 

2.5 Supporting the development of meat processing capacity in northern Australia — 

completed. 

Element 3: Infrastructure investment priorities in northern Australia 

Identify infrastructure investment priorities for northern Australia and develop a forward 

looking, joint-government approach to the planning and development of place-based 

investments across the north.   
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Includes the following projects: 

3.1 Assessment of bulk commodity resource developments and infrastructure priorities 

(BREE) — completed 

3.2 Northern Australia Food and Fibre Supply Chain study — underway  

Element 4: Northern Australia local government and household water management initiative 

This stream of work is focused on improving the capacity of local councils and remote 

communities in northern Australia to better manage water use.  It includes the following 

projects: 

4.1 Gunbalanya Water and Energy Efficiency program 

A partnership between the Northern Territory Government, NT Power and Water and 

West Arnhem Shire to deliver water and energy efficiency education in the Gunbalanya 

community — underway. 

4.2 North Queensland Councils Community Education project. 

A partnership between the QLD Department of Energy and Water Supply and the 

Department of Local Government to improve capacity to manage water infrastructure 

and consumption in the Yarrabah, Cook Town and Laura communities in far north 

Queensland — underway. 

Element 5: Building markets in environmental and land management services 

Analysis of a proof–of–concept into whether an economic market in environmental and land 

management services might be established — underway.  

Element 6: Partnership with the CRC for Remote Economic Participation 

CRC-REP is focused on delivering solutions to the economic challenges that affect remote 

Australia.  ONA is an Essential Partner to facilitate information exchange and to strengthen 

the uptake and application of CRC research. 

Element 7: Northern Australia Data Development 

An illustrated statistical compendium to support economic development and investment 

attraction across northern Australia— underway. 
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Element 8: North Queensland Irrigated Agriculture Strategy (NQIAS) 

A collaborative initiative of the Office of Northern Australia and the QLD Government's 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF-Q) to build capacity for future 

commercial agricultural development in the north.  A key component of the NQIAS is the 

Flinders and Gilbert Agricultural Resources Assessment (FGARA), which is being led by 

CSIRO — underway. 
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Question: 67 

Topic: Whole of Government approach to airports 

Asked By: Senator FAWCETT 

Type of Question: RRA&T 118 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013  

Number of pages: 1  

Senator FAWCETT: Everyone says, ''Airports will look after that.'' In fact, they are 

not in terms of the funding side, which is why I am keen to see where we are looking 

at a whole-of-government approach.  

Ms Beauchamp: Sure. I will take that on notice. 

Answer:  

Local Governments can apply for funding from the Regional Development Australia 

Fund (RDAF) for a range of infrastructure projects, including funding for airports.   

A list of projects funded from Rounds One and Two is available from the 

Department’s website. 
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Question: 68 

Topic: Funding remaining for Community Infrastructure Grants 

Asked By: Senator HEFFERNAN 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1 

1. Provide a list of projects that have been funded under this program.  Include the 

location of the program, the cost and a status update (such as project completed or 

underway). 

2. How much funding remains in the program?  Provide a yearly breakdown.  What 

is committed, and can you provide details of what the funding is committed to 

Answer:  

A list of the contracted projects funded under the Community Infrastructure Grants is 

available on the Department’s website. 
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Question: 69 

Topic: Claims made through Regional Structural Adjustment Assistance Package 

Asked By: Senator MCKENZIE 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1 

RDA is managing the Regional Structural Assistance Package. $200 million was part of the 

same Clean Energy Future Package as the Contract for Closure Program. 

a. Who, what and how much has been claimed through the Regional Structural Adjustment 

package? Please provide details. 

b. Which of these have been from regional Victoria? 

Answer:  

Detail on the Regional Structural Adjustment Assistance Package is detailed in the Budget 

papers.   
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Question: 70 

Topic: Interdepartmental Interaction for the Northern Australia Ministerial Forum 

Asked By: Senator MACDONALD 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1 

In answer to QoN 6 from previous Estimates, the Department indicated that the Department of 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and the Department of Regional Australia, Local Government 

Arts and Sport liaised with the Office of Northern Australia on the Northern Australia Ministerial 

Forum. 

1. Please describe the type of involvement/input that was provided by DAFF and DRALGAS 

2. What funding was allocated or provided across these departments to facilitate these projects? 

Answer:  

The answer referred to in the question, (QoN 6 SE1) was asked of Department of Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF).  The answer referred to was provided by DAFF. 

DAFF is responsible for the delivery of the $500,000.00 Indigenous Pastoral Project under the 

NASF program. 

DAFF also liaise with ONA/DRALGAS on a number of issues that are relevant across the north 

including: 

• Rural Research and Development Policy 

• National Food Plan 

• Live animal trade 

• Regional development and recovery. 

The Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES) within 

DAFF were commissioned to undertake the assessment of risks and opportunities facing the beef 

industry across northern Australia.  The ABARES analysis was released on 21 June 2012. 

ABARES also liaise with ONA on their Regional Outlook Conferences, which are conducted across 

northern Australia. 
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Question: 71 

Topic: Budget and Staff Numbers for ONA / Northwest Australia Branch 

Asked By: Senator MACDONALD 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1  

In answer to QON 15 from previous Estimates, the Department indicated that the 

Office of Northern Australia is part of a larger Departmental branch that includes 

Northwest Australia and therefore cannot have its budget expressed as a separate 

figure. 

The Department also indicated the locations where ONA staff are located, but not 

how many staff are located in each of those places. 

The Department also provided details of the administrative/operational costs of the 

offices (excepting the Canberra office) but not the wages cost. 

a. What is the combined budget of the Northwest Australia and Office of Northern 

Australia (NW&ONA) branch of the Department? 

b. How many staff work in each of the ONA staff locations provided in the answer to 

QON 15 at previous Estimates: Canberra, Townsville, Darwin and Kununurra? 

c. What is the total human resources/wages costs at each location (Canberra, 

Townsville, Darwin and Kununurra) and what is the combined figure for the 

NW/ONA branch of the Department? 

Answer:  

a. $2,366,114, excluding overheads. 

b. Canberra 7, Townsville 5, Darwin 1, Kununurra 1 (part time) and Perth 3. 

c. Our corporate budget system does not isolate costs by location. The total human 

resources/wages budget for the branch is $2,249,000 in 2012-13. 
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Question: 72 

Topic: Coordination of Northern Australia Programs 

Asked By: Senator MACDONALD 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1 

1. What programs that originate from other departments and portfolios are being 

administered or coordinated by the Office of Northern Australia? 

2. Per program, what funding and other resources are being provided by each 

department in support of the delivery of these programs? 

Answer:  

The Office of Northern Australia works with a number of other departments on 

projects relevant to Northern Australia, but does not administer or coordinate 

programs that originate from other departments and portfolios. 
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Question:  73 

Topic: Wakefield Region Water Supply 

Asked By: Senator EDWARDS 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 49 

1. Can the Department provide the funding agreement between itself and the 

Wakefield Regional Council regarding the funding for the Wakefield Region 

Water Supply? 

2. Is the Department providing any other assistance or resources to this project aside 

from the $10 million funding already allocated? 

3. If the Department is providing additional assistance, what is this assistance? 

Provide a breakdown of any resources (financial, staff, etc). 

4. Has the Government of South Australia through the South Australian Water 

Corporation made its $20 million contribution to the project? 

5. If the SA Government has not paid its contribution, when does the Department 

anticipate that it will? 

6. Is the Wakefield Regional Council responsible for spending the funding allocated 

by the State and Federal Governments? If not which organisation is? 

7. How much has been spent on this project to date? What has been achieved with 

the spent allocated funding? 

8. The funding is over a period of 5 years – are there milestones or amounts that 

must be spent by particular dates during that 4 years? 

Answer:  

1. Wakefield Regional Council have authorised the tabling of the executed Funding 

Agreement. A copy of the executed Funding Agreement between the Department 

of Regional Australia, Local Government, Arts and Sport (the Department) and 

Wakefield Regional Council signed on 14 December 2012 is attached.  

2. The Department is only providing funding for this project. 
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3. Refer to Q2. 

4. Wakefield Regional Council have advised that the South Australian Government 

has approved the project and the payment of their $20 million contribution will be 

delivered through a Contract arrangement between the South Australian Water 

Corporation and the Wakefield Regional Council which is under negotiation. 

5. This is a matter to be agreed between the South Australian Water Corporation and 

the Wakefield Regional Council and will form part of their Contract under 

negotiation. 

6. Wakefield Regional Council is responsible for spending Australian Government 

funding under the terms of the attached Funding Agreement. The payment of 

State funding is to be agreed between the South Australian Water Corporation 

and the Wakefield Regional Council and will form part of their Contract under 

negotiation. 

7. The Australian Government has paid an initial payment of $501,950 on execution 

of the Funding Agreement. The first progress report against the project is due 

with the Department on 27 June 2013. 

8. Refer to the attached Funding Agreement regarding milestones and payment of 

Australian Government funding for the project. 
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Question: 74 

Topic: Affordable Housing in Clare 

Asked By: Senator EDWARDS 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 2 

With regard to Written Question on Notice 17 (Supplementary Budget Estimates, October 

2012): 

1. Has the funding agreement with Unity Housing Pty Ltd been finalised? 

2. If yes, is it publicly available? Can you provide a copy? 

3. If not, why not 

4. Is there a funding agreement with the SA Government? Has it been finalised? 

5. If yes, can we have a copy? 

6. How much is the South Australian Government currently committed to contributing? 

7. How much has the South Australian Government spent to date on this project? 

8. Can the Department provide the comments provided by the South Australian Government 

on the eligible applications for this project? 

9. What weighting/importance were the South Australian Government’s comments given in 

choosing the successful application? 

10. Was Unity Housing Pty Ltd the South Australian Government’s preferred applicant? 

Answer:  

1. The Funding Agreement between the Department of Regional Australia, Local 

Government, Arts and Sport (the Department) and Unity Housing was signed on                

8 January 2013. 

2. Unity Housing has not agreed for the executed Funding Agreement to be tabled as they 

are currently in negotiations with a number of suppliers for the project and do not wish the 

Funding Agreement to be publically available until negotiations are finalised. 

3. Refer to question 2. 
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4. Unity Housing has advised the Department that it is currently finalising negotiations for a 

Deed of Agreement with the South Australian Government. 

5. Refer to question 4. 

6. The South Australian Government contribution to the project is land to the value of 

$1,874,300. 

7. Refer to question 6. 

8.  The Department is unable to provide the comments from the South Australian 

Government as the Department would need to seek agreement from the South Australian 

Government to provide the comments. 

9. All comments received from state government are in important consideration of the Panel 

in their deliberations. 

10. All State and Territory Governments were asked to provide comments on projects in their 

jurisdiction.  State and Territory Governments were not asked to prioritise projects. 
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Question: 75 

Topic: RDAF funding from Mineral Resources Rent Tax 

Asked By: Senator EDWARDS 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1 

I refer the Minister/Department to a letter to the editor the Minister for Regional 

Australia, Simon Crean wrote to a number of regional including the Plains Producer 

on 31 October 2012. In the letter he states that rounds 3 and 4 of Regional 

Development Australia Funding will make available another $225 million in funding 

from the Minerals Resource Rent Tax.  

1. In light of recent information that the MRRT has only raised $126 million where 

has the shortfall come from to make up for this deficit?  

2. Has all of the money raised from the MRRT gone to Regional Development 

Australia Funding? 

3. Where has this money come from to fund rounds 3 and 4? 

4. As a result of the reduced revenue from the MRRT have any programs, projects 

or promises made under the RDAF been changed, abandoned or deferred? 

Answer:  

Funding for the Regional Development Australia Fund is set out in the Forward 

Estimates. 
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Question: 76 

Topic: Community Infrastructure Grants - Complete list of projects 

Asked By: Senator JOYCE 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1 

I refer to Page 43 of the Department’s Annual Report for 2011-12 which talks about 

the Community Infrastructure Grants Program.  

a. Can you please provide a complete list of the 87 projects which were approved 

under this program? Specifically, the project name, location, electorate and 

amount of funding.  

b. How many of these 87 projects remain unapproved? Please provide details on 

these projects. 

c. Is there a date by which these unapproved projects must be completed? 

d. What will happen if these projects are not approved by this date? Could the money 

allocated for these projects be reallocated? 

Answer:  

a – b. See answer to question 68. 

c. All projects, with the exception of CIG 085, have until 30 June 2014 to complete.  

CIG 085 has until 30 June 2016 to complete. 

d. All projects are expected to be approved and completed by the dates above.  If 

projects not approved within the timeframes noted above the funding is returned 

to consolidated revenue as the appropriation has ended. 
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Question: 76 

Topic: Community Infrastructure Grants - Complete list of projects 

Asked By: Senator JOYCE 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1 

I refer to Page 43 of the Department’s Annual Report for 2011-12 which talks about 

the Community Infrastructure Grants Program.  

a. Can you please provide a complete list of the 87 projects which were approved 

under this program? Specifically, the project name, location, electorate and 

amount of funding.  

b. How many of these 87 projects remain unapproved? Please provide details on 

these projects. 

c. Is there a date by which these unapproved projects must be completed? 

d. What will happen if these projects are not approved by this date? Could the money 

allocated for these projects be reallocated? 

Answer:  

a – b. See answer to question 68. 

c. All projects, with the exception of CIG 085, have until 30 June 2014 to complete.  

CIG 085 has until 30 June 2016 to complete. 

d. All projects are expected to be approved and completed by the dates above.  If 

projects not approved within the timeframes noted above the funding is returned 

to consolidated revenue as the appropriation has ended. 
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Question: 77 

Topic: Future Rounds of the Regional Development Australia Fund 

Asked By: Senator JOYCE 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1 

1. Will there be any further rounds after Rounds 3 and 4 have been completed? If so, 

when are these likely to occur? 

2. How much money under the Regional Development Australia Fund remains to be 

allocated? 

Answer:  

1. The former Minister for Regional Australia, Regional Development and Local 

Government stated that details of Round Five of the Regional Development 

Australia Fund will be announced (media statement, 23 October 2012). 

2. Four rounds of the Regional Development Australia Fund have been announced, 

with a total value of $575 million.  $400 million is still to be announced.  
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Question: 77 

Topic: Future Rounds of the Regional Development Australia Fund 

Asked By: Senator JOYCE 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1 

1. Will there be any further rounds after Rounds 3 and 4 have been completed? If so, 

when are these likely to occur? 

2. How much money under the Regional Development Australia Fund remains to be 

allocated? 

Answer:  

1. The former Minister for Regional Australia, Regional Development and Local 

Government stated that details of Round Five of the Regional Development 

Australia Fund will be announced (media statement, 23 October 2012). 

2. Four rounds of the Regional Development Australia Fund have been announced, 

with a total value of $575 million.  $400 million is still to be announced.  
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Question: 78 

Topic: Regional Structural Adjustment Assistance Package 

Asked By: Senator JOYCE 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1 

1. What involvement does the Department have with the Regional Structural 

Adjustment Assistance Package? 

2. Has any of the $200 million set aside for this package been allocated or spent? If 

so, please identify to whom this money has been allocated and for how much? 

3. Who is eligible for this funding? 

4. What is the process for applying for funding under this package? 

5. Has anyone applied to date? If so, how many have been successful as opposed to 

applications that have been rejected? 

6. Who is responsible for assessing these applications and who decides on the 

outcome of these applications? 

Answer:  

Refer answer to Question 69. 
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Question: 78 

Topic: Regional Structural Adjustment Assistance Package 

Asked By: Senator JOYCE 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1 

1. What involvement does the Department have with the Regional Structural 

Adjustment Assistance Package? 

2. Has any of the $200 million set aside for this package been allocated or spent? If 

so, please identify to whom this money has been allocated and for how much? 

3. Who is eligible for this funding? 

4. What is the process for applying for funding under this package? 

5. Has anyone applied to date? If so, how many have been successful as opposed to 

applications that have been rejected? 

6. Who is responsible for assessing these applications and who decides on the 

outcome of these applications? 

Answer:  

Refer answer to Question 69. 
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Question: 80 

Topic: Regional Development Australia Fund Expression of Interest Details 

Asked By: Senator SMITH 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 2 

Can the Department please provide the following details for Rounds 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the Regional 

Development Australia Fund (RDAF): 

1. The name, contact address/details and a brief summary of every expression of 

interest/applications for projects associated with RDA Goldfields, RDA Great Southern and 

RDA Wheatbelt. 

Answer:  

The Department has a confidential relationship with each proponent, and some details in the 

Expressions of Interest and applications for the Regional Development Australia Fund fall within 

the auspices of that confidential relationship. 

There was no Expression of Interest process for Round One. A brief summary of the projects 

funded in Round One, by nominated RDA committee is in Table 1.  

Information on Rounds 3 and 4 can be found on the Department’s website www.regional.gov.au. 

 
TABLE 1: ROUND ONE 

RDA Committee  Proponent 
Name  

Project Title  Project Description 

RDA Great 
Southern  

Shire of 
Katanning  

Relocation of Existing 
and Construction of New 
Regional Sheep 
Saleyards 

The project will relocate and construct a 
new state-of-the-art sheep saleyards in 
Katanning to support improved compliance 
with OH&S regulations, environmental 
legislation and animal welfare regulations.  
 
Total Project Cost: $25,470,000 
 
RDAF Grant: $7,420,000 
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TABLE 2: ROUND TWO 

RDA Committee  Proponent Name  Project Title  Outcome of EOI  
and application 

RDA Goldfields 
Esperance  

City of Kalgoorlie-
Boulder  

Ray Finlayson Sporting 
Complex – Elements 3 and 4  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

Shire of Coolgardie  Coolgardie Post Office 
Complex Conservation Works  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

Shire of Esperance  Esperance Foreshore Protection 
& Enhancement Project  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

RDA Great 
Southern  

City Albany  Enhanced Village Green 
Community Facilities – 
Centennial Oval  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

Shire of Katanning  Upper Great Southern Regional 
Entertainment Centre  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

Shire of Plantagenet  Sounness Park Community 
Recreation Development  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

Baptist Churches of WA  Mount Barker Community 
Resource Centre  

Not selected to 
proceed to full 
application  

Shire of Denmark  Denmark Hospital Adaptive 
Reuse  

Not selected to 
proceed to full 
application  

RDA Wheatbelt  Shire of Dowerin  Wheatbelt Heritage Rail Project  Proceed to Full 
Application  

Shire of Wagin  Wagin Integrated Food/Fibre 
Processing Hub  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

Shire of Williams  Lakes & 4WD Well-Aged 
Persons Housing Strategy  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

Dowerin Events 
Management  

Wheatbelt Driver Training and 
Motorsports Complex  

Not selected to 
proceed to full 
application  

Dryandra Hostel  Facility Expansion  Not selected to 
proceed to full 
application  

Mt Bakewell Equine 
Centre  

New Multi-Purpose Community 
Building  

Not selected to 
proceed to full 
application  

Shire of Beverley  Avondale Farm Revitalisation  Not selected to 
proceed to full 
application  

Shire of Gingin  Lancelin Community Centre  Not selected to 
proceed to full 
application  

Shire of Goomalling  Accommodating Employment 
and Leisure in the Central 
Wheatbelt  

Not selected to 
proceed to full 
application  

Shire of Kellerberrin  Kellerberrin Regional 
Recreation & Leisure Facility – 
Stage 2  

Not selected to 
proceed to full 
application  
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Question: 81 

Topic: RDAF EOIs progressing to application 

Asked By: Senator SMITH 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1 

1. For Round 2, the name of the three projects identified as priority projects to proceed to full 

application by RDA Goldfields, RDA Great Southern and RDA Wheatbelt? 

2. For Round 3, the name of the five projects identified as priority projects to proceed to full 

application by RDA Goldfields, RDA Great Southern and RDA Wheatbelt? 

3. For Round 4, the name of the three projects identified as priority projects to proceed to full 

application by RDA Goldfields, RDA Great Southern and RDA Wheatbelt? 

In relation to the answers to the above, can the Department please provide copies of the following: 

a. the evidence/justification provided by the relevant RDA for each of the projects chosen to 

proceed to full application; and 

b. the evidence/justification provided by the relevant RDA for applications not proceeding to full 

application. 

Answer:  

Details of projects selected to proceed to full application in Round Two of the Regional 

Development Australia Fund is provided in the Department’s response to Q80. 

Information on Rounds 3 and 4 can be found on the Department’s website www.regional.gov.au. 

The rationale for decisions taken by Regional Development Australia committees is not publicly 

available.  Regional Development Australia committees were required to provide the feedback to 

each proponent on their Expression of Interest (where the offer of feedback was accepted by the 

proponent). 
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Question: 82 

Topic: RDAF EOIs and applications from various WA RDA Committees 

Asked By: Senator SMITH 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 5 

Can the Department please provide the following details for Rounds 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the Regional 

Development Australia Fund (RDAF): 

1. The name, contact address/details and a brief summary of every expression of interest/application 

for projects associated with RDA Kimberly, RDA Mid West Gascoyne; RDA Peel, RDA Perth; 

RDA Pilbara and RDA South West. 

Answer:  

• The Department has a confidential relationship with each proponent, and some details in the 

Expressions of Interest and applications for the Regional Development Australia Fund fall within 

the auspices of that confidential relationship. 

• There was no Expression of Interest process for Round One. A brief summary of the projects 

funded in Round One, by nominated RDA committees is in Table 1, and available from the 

Department’s website. 

• Information on Rounds 3 and 4 can be found on the Department’s website www.regional.gov.au. 

TABLE 1: ROUND ONE 

RDA Committee  Proponent Name  Project Title  Project Description 

RDA Kimberley  
 

Kimberley Land 
Council Aboriginal 
Corporation  
 

Kimberley Land 
Council Office 
Project  
 
 

The project will construct a purpose built 
facility for the Kimberley Land Council, 
to house all employees in the one 
location and allow the council's work to 
expand. The project will also provide 
opportunities to indigenous communities 
for training in the construction industry 
and creation of employment.  
Total project cost: $14,592,500  
RDAF Grant: $4,900,000 
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RDA Perth  
 

City of Rockingham  
 

Baldivis Library and 
Community Centre  
 

 

The project will construct a library and 
community centre within the Baldivis 
Town Centre. The centre will provide 
amenities to support the local 
community, including a contemporary 
library encompassing literature, 
multimedia collections, e-services, e-
training areas, early childhood and youth 
activity areas, study and outdoor reading 
spaces, staff amenities, storage and 
customer service.  

 
Total project cost: $11,650,000  
 
RDAF Grant: $5,575,000 

RDA Pilbara  
 

Shire of Roebourne  
 

Karratha Leisure 
Complex  
 

The new Karratha Leisure Complex 
(KLC) will be a multi-purpose sporting, 
aquatic and recreation facility that will 
also provide critical emergency 
evacuation and welfare facilities for the 
region. The facility will improve 
community access to sporting facilities.  
 
Total project cost: $63,750,000 
 
RDAF Grant: $15,000,000 

 

TABLE 2: ROUND TWO 

RDA Committee  Proponent Name  Project Title  Outcome of EOI and 
application 

RDA Kimberley  Kimberley Group Training 
Inc  

Kimberley Group 
Training Regional Skills 
Training Centre  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

Shire of Derby West 
Kimberley  

Curtin Civilian 
Aerodrome Airside and 
Landside Upgrade and 
Expansion  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

St John Ambulance 
Australia (Western 
Australia)  

Regional Head Office, 
Training and Broome 
Ambulance Centre  

Proceed to Full 
Application  
 
Funded 

Boab Health Services  Mobile Multi-
Disciplinary Health Care 
Units  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Broome Volunteer Sea 
Rescue Group (Inc)  

Marine Rescue Services  Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Halls Creek Peoples Church 
Incorporated  

Extend the Capacity of 
the Halls Creek Peoples 
Church Inc Frail Aged 
Care Hostel  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  
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Lombadina Aboriginal 
Corporation  

Lombadina Eco Village  Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Magabala Books Aboriginal 
Corporation  

Development of a 
Cultural Gateway to 
Broome and the 
Kimberley  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Ngnowar Aerwah 
Aboriginal Corporation  

NAAC Staff Housing  Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Shire of Broome  Broome CBD Electrical 
Distribution Asset 
Replacement Program  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Waringarri Media 
Aboriginal Corporation  

Radio Station Building 
Project  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Warlayirti Artists 
Aboriginal Corporation  

Warlayirti Artists New 
Media and Music 
Program  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Wunan Foundation  Wunan Centre Extension  Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

RDA Mid West 
Gascoyne  

City of Greater Geraldton  West End Recreation and 
Entertainment Precinct 
Revitalisation  

Proceed to Full 
Application  
 
Funded  

Shire of Carnarvon  Stage 2 Carnarvon Flood 
Mitigation Works  

Proceed to Full 
Application  
 
Funded 

Shire of Morawa  North Midlands Solar 
Thermal Power Station  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

Champion Lakes Christian 
Church  

Blencowe Road  Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Northampton Shire Council  Tourism Infrastructure 
Project – Kalbarri 
National Park – 
Murchison Gorge Access 
Road and Infrastructure  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Shire of Perenjori  Perenjori Solar Park  Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Shire of Upper Gascoyne  Gascoyne River Low 
Level Crossing  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Shire of Yalgoo  Yalgoo Community Hub  Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Trustees of the Christian 
Brothers – QLD  

Geraldton Flexible 
Learning Centre  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

RDA Peel  City of Mandurah  Mandurah Aquatic and 
Recreation Centre 
Redevelopment  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

People Who Care Inc  Mandurah Community 
Hub  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

South West Aboriginal 
Land & Sea Council  

Bindjareb Cultural and 
Resource Centre  

Application Withdrawn  
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Shire of Murray  Construct a Multipurpose 
District Clubhouse  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

RDA Perth  Bright Water Care Group 
Inc  

Oats Street 
Redevelopment Project  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

City of Perth  St George’s Cathedral 
Heritage Precinct – 
Public Library and Public 
Plaza Project  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

FORM Contemporary Craft 
and Design Inc  

The Foundry Digital 
Media Hub  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

City of Belmont  Enhancing the 
Environment, 
Sustainability of the 
Swan and Canning River 
Systems  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

City of Fremantle  Kings Square Project  Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

City of Gosnells  Construction of New 
Bridge and Road 
Duplication of Burslem 
Drive  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

City of Rockingham  Secret Harbour Surf Life 
Saving Club 
Redevelopment  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

City of South Perth  South Perth River 
Foreshore Community 
Enhancement Project  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

City of Stirling  Scarborough Environs 
Area Strategy  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

City of Swan  North East Sports & 
Exhibition Centre  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

City of Wanneroo  Yanchep Active Open 
Space Development  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Football West  WA Home of Football  Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

National Trust of Australia 
(WA)  

Luisini Winery 
Redevelopment Project  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Shire of Kalamunda  Woodlupine Community 
Library & Digital Hub  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Town of Kwinana  Wandi Community 
Centre  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

RDA Pilbara  Gumala Aboriginal 
Corporation  

Tom Price Elderly 
Accommodation 
Complex project  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

Pindan College  Pindan Training Centre  Proceed to Full 
Application  

Town of Port Hedland  Wallwork Road Bridge  Proceed to Full 
Application  

Pilbara Meta Maya 
Regional Aboriginal 
Corporation  

Pilbara Meta Maya 
Regional Aboriginal 
Corporation’s New 

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  
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Office Building  
Shire of East Pilbara  General Practitioner, 

Medical and Health 
Housing – Newman 
(Stage 1) and Town of 
Port Hedland (Stage 2)  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

RDA South West  Bunbury-Harvey Regional 
Council  

Bunbury Wellington 
Organics Recovery 
Facility  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

Shire of Augusta-Margaret 
River  

Surfers Point Precinct 
Redevelopment Project  

Proceed to Full 
Application  
 
Funded 

Shire of Busselton  Busselton Foreshore 
Redevelopment  

Proceed to Full 
Application  

City of Bunbury  Bunbury Waste Water 
Recycling Project  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Shire of Collie/Motoring 
South West  

Collie Motorplex – Drag 
Racing Facility  

Not selected to proceed 
to full application  

Shire of Dardanup  Collie River Bridge  Not selected to proceed 
to full application  
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Question: 83 

Topic: WA RDAF EOIs progressing to application 

Asked By: Senator SMITH 

Type of Question: Written 

Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 April 2013 

Number of pages: 1 

Can the Department please provide the following details for Rounds 2, 3 and 4 of the Regional 

Development Australia Fund: 

1. For Round 2, the name of the three projects identified as priority projects to proceed to full 

application by RDA Kimberly, RDA Mid West Gascoyne; RDA Peel, RDA Perth; RDA Pilbara 

and RDA South West? 

2. For Round 3, the name of the five projects identified as priority projects to proceed to full 

application by RDA Kimberly, RDA Mid West Gascoyne; RDA Peel, RDA Perth; RDA Pilbara 

and RDA South West? 

3. For Round 4, the name of the three projects identified as priority projects to proceed to full 

application by RDA Kimberly, RDA Mid West Gascoyne; RDA Peel, RDA Perth; RDA Pilbara 

and RDA South West? 

In relation to the answers to the above, can the Department please provide copies of the following: 

a. the evidence/justification provided by the relevant RDA for each of the projects proceeding to 

full application; and 

b. the evidence/justification provided by the relevant RDA for applications not proceeding to full 

application. 

Answer:  

Details of projects selected to proceed to full application in Rounds Two is provided in the 

Department’s response to Q82.  Information on Rounds 3 and 4 can be found on the Department’s 

website www.regional.gov.au. 

The rationale for decisions taken by Regional Development Australia committees is not publicly 

available.  Regional Development Australia committees were required to provide feedback to each 

proponent on their Expression of Interest (where the offer of feedback was accepted by the 

proponent).  
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