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Rural fundmg gets burned

By JENNA FREIND
and LUCY SKUTHORP

THE Federal Government has
been accused of ignoring the
needs of rural australians after
slashing millions of dollars in-
drought funding and regional
programs last week.

The new Growing Regions
program, introduced by the
Liberal Party just before the
election, was among the
victims of funding cuts as part
of a plan to save more than
$640 million in Government
spending over the next four
years. '
The program was designed

to help rapidly growing towns,
particularly in mining and
coastal zones, with funding for
improved infrastructure to cope
with growing populations.

But Finance and
Deregulation Minister Lindsay-
Tanner told the National Press
Club last week this program
and others would be abolished
to help put maximum
downward pressure of inflation.

The estimated cost of re-
establishment assistance for
farmers affected by drought
would also be revised down to
reflect lower than expected

rates of take-up.
“If we are.going

to tackle inflation we have to
start now,” Mr Tanner said.

“These savings are a modest
but i Important step in reining in
the excessive spending we have
inherited..

“We want to do all we can to
help ease the burden on
working families under ,
pressure from rising costs and
interest rates.” ‘

The Government has
defended its actions, saying the
drought assistance cuts were -
reflective of the demand.

Federal Agriculture Minsiter
Tony Burke said last week they
were only cutting funding for
drought relief because less
farmers were likely to need
help.

Mr Burke said the eligibility
rules had not changed and
farmers could still apply.

Fewer farmers where

applying because Australia had”

some very welcome rain.
.- As if funding cuts were not

enough to upset drought-striken

farmers; Mr Burke also

announced last week that
planting grants and low-interest
loans from the Federal
Govetnment were out of the
question this year.

Mr Burke told city
newspapers the Government
was not considering going
dewn the path of providing
assistance to farmers to plant
this year’s winter crop, ruling
out any loans or assistance
grants.

There were fears significantly
low cash flow, spiralling debt
and the enormous cost of grain
inputs like fertiliser could mean
areduced winter grain crop

-would bé harvest this year,

despite the seasonal turnaround
in some areas and high
commodity prices.

Farm lobby groups, rural ,
MPs and local mayors have all

-been pushing for the assistance,

and were waiting for an answer
from Mr Burke on why the
Government would not
consider assistance to help
boost drought recovery.
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MANJIMUP
' FARM CLEARANCE SALE
' CHURCHES RD JARDEE VIA. MANJIMUP
SATURDAY 16TH FEBRUARY AT 10AM
BLACKS AUCTIONS HAVE RECEIVED INSTRUGTIONS FROM : ¥
ALEC AND VOULA STOITIS TO SELL ITEMS BY PUBLIC AUCTION
THAT HAVE ACCUMULATED SINCE 1939.

PLANT - MACHINERY - HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE |
MITSUBISHI 2000 TRACTOR 22HP, 5’ ROTARY HOE, 4’ AGRIZZI ‘
SLASHER, 7 TYNE CULTIVATOR, 200 LTR SPRAY UNIT CARRY ‘ |
ALL, 900LTR ORCHARD SPRAYER SUPER SPREADER FORD
14 DISC CULTIVATOR, FERGUSON 2 DISC PLOUGH, KNAPSACK |
COMPRESSOR, IRRIGATORS & PUMP, POTATO PLANTER MILK |

CANS, WOODEN POSTS, STRAINERS SHERWOOD DUST |

EXTRACTOR BELT SANDER BENCH SAW 9” ANGLE GRINDER, kj
BENCH GRINDER PEDESTAL DRILL, ROVAL WOOD LATHE, 1
FUEL TANKS, APPROX 3000 BRICKS LONG HANDLE AIR :
SECATEURS, IRRIGATION PIPING & WOOD WORKING HAND A
’ TOOLS PLUS HEAPS MORE. :

FURNITURE:- KELVINATOR 340LTR CHEST FREEZER,
KELVINATOR REFRIGERATOR, 7+9PCE EXT D/SUITES, ‘PLASTIC
OUTDOOR SETTING, MICROWAVE HOOVER AUTO WASHING . ‘
MACHINE PLUS MORE. ik
OUTSIDE VENDOR: FORD 3930, TRACTOR 50HP, AIRCON CAB il
PTO 3PL APPROX. 5000 HRS i

OUTSIDE VENDORS WELCOME
INSPECTION MORNING OF AUCTION ONLY FROM S8AM

TERMS STRICTLY CASH OR CHEQUE ON DAY OF AUCTION

GST INCLUSIVE 6% BUYERS PREMIUM APPLIES
FURTHER ENQUIRIES TO ALEC STOITIS 0429 049 582 . ,
: A/MH 9771 1092 i
OR GARRY R BLACK 0417 922 131 . !

“Big enough to handle right — small enough to care” '

3 Mummiery Crescent, Bunbury
Phone (08) 9791 5575 Fax (08) 9791 5585

Web: www.blacksauctions.com Email: irene @blacksauctions. com
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