Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Additional Budget Estimates 2001-2002, (19 February 2002)


Question: CASA 04

Topic: Sport Aviation AOCs 

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: RRA&T 210

Senator O’Brien: At the last hearings I asked you about the regulatory arrangements as they relate to pilot training for ultralight aircraft…He referred to a paper, which was tabled at that meeting. I do not know if it was actually tabled before the committee. I think Mr Yates offered to table it, but I do not think we actually received it. Can the committee be supplied with a copy of that paper, please?

Answer:

The Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) has advised that its records do not reveal which document was provided to the Australian Sports Aviation Confederation at the meeting of 10 April 2001.  

However, CASA believes that the paper referenced by Mr Yates may have been an earlier draft of the document now provided for the information of the Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee at Attachment 1.

ATTACHMENT 1

AOC (SPORT AVIATION) – CASA PROPOSAL

· An Air Operator Certificate (AOC) will be issued by CASA and called an AOC (Sport Aviation). 

· Entities must apply to CASA’s Service Centre using a standard application form, a copy of which will be forwarded to ASAC at the same time. 

· CASA will then publish an estimate in writing to the applicant for the fee that will apply for this service.  In accordance with this Item 5.1 of the Fees Regulations, this activity is cost recoverable. 

· When the applicant accepts the estimate and pays the amount, CASA will forward the application to ASAC for assessment against the appropriate provisions of Section 28 of the Civil Aviation Act 1988. 

· ASAC will inform the delegate in writing that the applicant satisfies/does not satisfy the provisions of Section 28. 

· CASA will then issue an AOC (Sports Aviation) directly to the applicant, and will provide a refund or seek additional payment to reflect the final cost of the assessment and issue of the AOC. 

· The AOC (Sports Aviation) may be issued for a period not exceeding 3 years. 

· CASA is required to keep records of all AOC holders and, unless they are held by an individual and thus subject to the Privacy Act, the AOC will be placed on CASA’s website.  

· CASA will include as part of its national audit program, arrangements for scheduled audits of the systems put in place by ASAC and its member bodies to administer the activities of their member flying schools.  From time to time, some product audit of individual flying training organisations may be undertaken by CASA. 
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