Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Additional Estimates 2001-2002, 19 February 2002


Question: ATSB03

Topic: ATSB Administration and Investigator Staff

Hansard Page p.162/163, 19 February 2002

Output:  Transport Group - ATSB

Senator O’Brien asked:

3a 
What is the ratio of administrative staff to investigators?  Can you tell me how that ratio may have changed in the last few years – I suppose since ATSB was created?

3b
Have the numbers in the area of investigator resources changed in the agency over the last few years?  You will give me the numbers of investigators? That will be in full time equivalents, will it? 

Answer:

a. As reported in ATSB’s Annual Review 2001 at pages 82-3 note 7, four ‘divisional support unit’ administrative positions transferred from the ATSB to a new Departmental centrally pooled arrangement in May 2001, significantly reducing the ratio of remaining administrative staff to investigators in 2001-02. The Executive Director and Director Safety Investigations have not been included as ‘investigators’ in the ratio calculations. The ratio of administrative support staff (employees who provided general administrative/office support such as financial, human resources, file and asset management) to investigators since the inception of the ATSB is therefore as follows:

1999-00

2000-01
2001-02

0.25:1


0.25:1

0.17:1

Including APS employees who provide program and operational support to reduce the workload of investigators, such as APS5 officers who handle aviation occurrence notifications, as ‘administrative staff’ (with the 4 FTE transfer to the central pool from May 2001 still impacting) the ratios are:

1999-00

2000-01

2001-02

0.36:1


0.37:1


0.32:1

b.
The number of operational investigators has been quite stable since the inception of the ATSB. Full time equivalent* (FTE) investigator numbers are as follows:



1999-00

2000-01

2001-02



FTE


FTE


FTE

Investigators

49.3


50.2


49.9

Figures supplied are full time equivalents (FTE) reported at the end of the financial years of 1999-00, 2000-01 and estimated for 2001-02.  Excluded from the numbers are the Executive Director and Director Safety Investigations even though these positions are currently ‘investigators’ under the Air Navigation Act 1920.  The Director Human Factors, Systems Safety and Communications is included as an ‘investigator’ until his retirement on 25 November 2000. 
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