Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Additional Estimates 2001-2002, 19 February 2002


Question: RDG 16

Topic: (Christmas Island - employment)

Hansard Page: 155, 158

Output:  4.2

Senators Crossin and Buckland asked:

Can you put a number of how many direct jobs have resulted on the island?

I think you said you would take that on notice, but I would just ask if, in providing that, you could give a breakdown of the direct island population employment opportunities, or people who live there, and how many were sent across to supervise or assist in the form of aid from the mainland.

Answer:

No employment statistics, beyond those maintained by the Australian Bureau of Statistics across the whole of Australia, are maintained by the Christmas Island Administration.

We understand that a total of 360 people have worked for Australian Correctional Management (ACM) on Christmas Island.

As at 6 March 2002, there are 48 people working on Christmas Island on tasks associated with the detention facility, as follows:

34 ACM staff engaged from the mainland;

13 ‘locally engaged’ ACM staff; and

1 Department of Immigration Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs (DIMIA) manager

The locally engaged staff are employed on a variety of tasks, including a teacher, an administrative assistant, an activities officer, cleaners, cooks, drivers, etc.

In addition to those employed directly by ACM or DIMIA there is the economic flow on effect for local businesses but this cannot be quantified with accuracy.
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