Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Additional Estimates 2001-2002, 19 February 2002


Question: RDG 15

Topic: (Cocos Island - processing centre – community consultation)

Hansard Page: 154

Output:  4.2

Senator Crossin asked:

Regarding the centre at Cocos Island, what discussions did this department have on the location and operation of that centre with the people on Cocos Island?  I am interested to know what role the Cocos council, or the chair of the Cocos council, might have had in consultation with either your department or the administrator, about the fact that the quarantine station would be used.

Answer:

The use of the former Quarantine Station on West Island to accommodate illegal arrivals was necessitated by the unexpected arrival of a boat on 15 September 2001 containing 70 persons.  Arrangements for their transfer to the Quarantine Station were discussed with the Shire Council after it had been decided by DIMA and DOTARS that it was the only suitable site available on the Island for accommodating such a large group of illegal arrivals for a period.  A copy of a Bulletin issued by the Deputy Administrator dated 20 September 2001 is attached.
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