Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Additional Estimates 2001-2002, 19 February 2002


Question: RDG 10

Topic: (Asylum Seekers – consultation with Christmas Isand)

Hansard Page: 149

Output:  (4.2)

Senator O’Brien asked:  How many options were there?

Answer:

One.  The Phosphate Hill site for the temporary detention facility was selected as the only site which could be readily identified by the Administration as being immediately available, ie. it is Crown land not subject to a mining lease and was within reasonable distance of utilities connections.  There was an urgent need for the facility to be in place by the end of October 2001 (before the onset of the wet season) to replace the capacity that had been provided by tents on the shore of Flying Fish Cove.
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