Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Additional Estimates 2001-2002, 19 February 2002


Question: RDG 09 (a)

Topic: Regional Assistance Programme: Gympie Animal Shelter

Hansard Page: 149

Output:  RDG – Services to communities
Senator O’Brien asked: 

Minister Tuckey recently announced a range of RAP grants, including $55,000 to establish an animal shelter in Gympie, QLD. How many new jobs are expected to be created by this project other than in the construction phase?  Perhaps you could provide full details of the facility that is being funded.

Answer: 

This project involves the construction of an Animal Shelter by the RSPCA (Queensland).  The Wide Bay Burnett ACC endorsed the project.

The Animal Shelter will provide a range of animal care promotion and education services including dog obedience training, a refuge for stray animals and support for animal adoption.  These services are in addition to those currently provided by the local council pounds, which primarily undertake animal elimination.  The shelter will be centrally located in Gympie, whereas the council pounds are a considerable distance out of town. 

Once completed, the shelter will require a five-person team consisting of a full time manager and four employees at 25 – 30 hours per week.  A dog obedience trainer will also be employed by December 2003. 
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