Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Additional Estimates 2001-2002, 19 February 2002


Question: RDG 05

Topic: Wide Bay Burnett - $4m and other financial commitments

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: 147-148

Output:  Regional Development Group

Senator O’Brien asked:  So the decision was taken after the budget but before the end of the financial year; that is why this measure did not appear in the previous budget. Is that what you are saying?……If that is not the case, you might like to explain why, if it was a pre-budget decision, it did not appear in the original portfolio budget statement. So an explanation one way or the other is what I am asking for.

….but it is not just this program we are talking about – I would like some sort of time line for each of the decisions which factored in these new financial commitments. …..I want to know when the decisions were taken, in relation to each of these new measures, which led to the provision having to be made and these measures appearing in the additional estimates statements.

Answer:  The Prime Minister approved the establishment of the Structural Adjustment Programme for the Wide Bay Burnett region in Queensland on 21 May 2001, one day prior to the tabling of the Budget on 22 May 2001.  Due to the timing, it was not able to be included in 2001-02 Budget or the Portfolio Budget Statements.  In June 2001, the Minister for Finance and Administration approved funding for the programme from the rephasing of unspent Regional Solutions Programme funds from 2000-01 to 2001-02.

Details on the timing of decisions in relation to new measures reported in the 2001-02 Portfolio Additional Estimates Statements are provided at Attachment A.
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