Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Additional Estimates 2001-2002, 19 February 2002


Question: RDG 04

Topic: Funding details for recurrent costs

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: 146

Output:  Rural Transaction Centres Programme

Senator O'Brien asked: I am asking: where there is a provision in the funding for a particular RTC or LPO for recurrent costs as opposed to establishment costs, could you tell us how much has been provided and what period that is intended to cover?  Are they separate items? When you funded them, were there two items in the funding agreement as to what would be provided?  Could you extract from the agreement the detail that I am asking for?

Answer:

For the 96 Rural Transactions Centres (RTCs) Electronic Point Of Sale sites located at Licensed Post Offices, Australia Post advise that the total average operational subsidy required up to June 2004 is estimated to be $5,000 per site. 

For those RTC's listed below, each has received funding for recurrent costs which has been listed as a separate item in the funding agreement.

Out of the 94 Approved Rural Transaction Centres the following communities have been approved for recurrent costs.

Batlow, NSW

Amount provided: 

$24,000 for salaries for first two years of operation 

Period Covered:  

October 2001 - October 2003

Funding Agreement: 
salaries - $24,000 

Culcairn, Henty, Walla Walla, NSW

Amount provided: 

$29,545 for salaries for the first three years of operation

Period Covered: 

31 July 2001 - 31 July 2004

Funding Agreement:  
running costs over the first three years - $29,545.

Delegate, NSW

Amount provided:  

$12,000 for operational losses

Period Covered:  

January 2002 - January 2004

Funding Agreement:   
an amount not exceeding $12,000 inclusive of GST that may be paid to the applicant in the event that the applicant experiences operational losses in the first and/or second years of the project period.

Greta, NSW

Amount provided:  

$52,620 for salaries and restoration work

Period Covered:   

May 2001 - May 2004

Funding Agreement:   
Part-time manager’s salary year 1  $16,000

                                   
 
Part-time manager’s salary year 2  $7,000

year 2 restoration work  $14,810

                                    
year 3 restoration work  $14,810

Gunning, NSW

Amount provided: 

$2,500 for an operational subsidy

Period Covered: 

June 2001 - June 2002

Funding Agreement:  
operational subsidy - $2,500.

Hillston, NSW

Amount provided:  

$23,000 for salaries

Period Covered: 

September 2001 - September 2004

Funding Agreement:  

salaries - $23,000.

Mendooran, NSW

Amount provided:  
$13,500 for operational subsidy and review of operations

Period Covered:  

April 2001 - April 2004  operational subsidies

April 2001 - April 2002  review of operations after 1st year.

Funding Agreement:  

operational subsidies  $10,500

                                    review of operations after 1st year $3,000

Tumbarumba, NSW

Amount provided:  

$28,000 for salaries.

Period Covered:  

August 2002 - August 2005  

Funding Agreement: 

salaries - $28,000.

Ulong, NSW

Amount provided:  

$2,000 for an operational subsidy.

Period Covered: 

February 2001 - February 2002

Funding Agreement:  
operational subsidy - $28,000..
Werris Creek. NSW

Amount provided:  

$44,517   operational subsidies

Period Covered:     

January 2002 - January 2003  operational subsidy year 1

                                 

January 2003 - January 2004  operational subsidy year 2

                                 

January 2004 - January 2005  operational subsidy year 3

Funding Agreement:   
operational subsidy year 1  $28,635

                                       
operational subsidy year 2    $7,940

                                      
operational subsidy year 3    $7,941

Yeoval, NSW

Amount Provided: 

$14,000 for replacement of capital items

Period Covered:   

January 2002 - January 2004

Funding Agreement:  
replacement of capital items - $14,000.

Augathella, NSW

Amount Provided:  

$74,517 for operational subsidies

Period Covered:  

August 2001 - August 2002 operational subsidy year 1

                            

August 2002 - August 2003 operational subsidy year 2

                            

August 2003 - August 2004 operational subsidy year 3

Funding Agreement:   
$25,717 - operational subsidy year 1

                                    $24,400 - operational subsidy year 2

            
                        $24,400 - operational subsidy year 3

Dirranbandi, QLD

Amount Provided:  

$48,000 for salaries

Period Covered:  

September 2001 - September 2003

Funding Agreement:  
salary costs for first two years - $48,000.

Glenden, QLD

Amount Provided:  

$10,000 for an operational subsidy

Period Covered:  

June 2002 - June 2003 operational subsidy year 1

                            

June 2003 - June 2004 operational subsidy year 2

Funding Agreement: 

Not yet signed.

Ilfracombe, QLD

Amount provided:  

$30,310 for an operational subsidy over three years

Period Covered: 

31 August 2001 - 30 June 2004 

Funding Agreement:  

operational subsidy - $30,310.

Isisford, QLD

Amount provided:  

$11,790 for an operational subsidy over three years

Period Covered:  

November 2001 - November 2004

Funding Agreement:  
operational subsidy - $11,790.

Morven, QLD

Amount Provided:  

$29,923 for operational costs

Period Covered:  
April 2002 - April 2003  salaries and Pioneer Permanent Building Society (PPBS) data line and software fees

April 2003 - April 2004  salaries and Pioneer Permanent Building Society data line and software fees

                        April 2004 - April 2005   salaries

Funding Agreement:  

Year one:  

salaries - $4,000

                                                PPBS dataline and software fees -  $7,934

                                                running costs - $3,600

                                   

Year two:  

salaries - $4,000

                                                PPBS dataline and software fees - $6,389

                                   

Year three: 

salaries - $4,000

Rolleston, QLD

Amount Provided:  

$7,821 for operational subsidies over three years.

Period Covered:  

June 2002 - June 2005

Funding Agreement: 

Not yet signed.

Yowah, QLD

Amount Provided:

$9,700 for operational subsidies over two years.

Period Covered:

March 2002 - March 2003  operational subsidy year 1





March 2003 - March 2004  operational subsidy year 2

Funding Agreement:

operational costs year 1 - $5,000





operational costs year 2 - $4,700

Beeac, VIC

Amount Provided:

$24,237 for operational subsidies

Period Covered:

February 2002 - February 2003

Funding Agreement:

Advertising, marketing, stationery - $6,773





giroPost technology fees –year 1 - $4,400




stores - $2,132





insurance - $2,182





salary for LPO Manager (relief) - $8,750

Boort, VIC

Amount Provided: 

$3,300 for operational subsidy

Period Covered:

June 2002 - June 2003

Funding Agreement:

Not yet signed.

Dunolly, VIC

Amount Provided:

$25,000 for operational subsidy over two years.

Period Covered

May 2001 - May 2003

Funding Agreement:
operating subsidy - $25,000.

Glenthompson, VIC

Amount Provided:
$9,330 for an operational subsidy for the first two years

Period Covered:
March 2001 - March 2003

Funding Agreement:
operating subsidy - $9,330.

Leitchville, VIC

Amount Provided:

$11,000 for management fees.

Period Covered:

October 2001 - October 2002

Funding Agreement:
$11,000 to be provided on receipt of evidence of costs that have been properly expended for management purposes related to the RTC.

Newstead, VIC

Amount Provided:

$22,430 for salaries in first year of operation.

Period Covered:

Project not yet commenced.

Funding Agreement:

Not yet signed.

Mataranka, NT

Amount Provided:
$15,470 for operational subsidy for first two years.(Initial approval)

$68,280 for additional operational subsidy for salaries, training and marketing.

Period Covered:

February 2001 - February 2003 - $15,470





additional approval not yet commenced.

Funding Agreement:

operational subsidy (2 years) - $15,470





additional approval not yet contracted.

Wadeye, NT

Amount Provided:

$26,609 for project shortfall costs

Period Covered:

March 2002 - March 2003

Funding Agreement:
In the event of unforseen circumstances resulting in a project funding shortfall, funding of up to a further $26,609 will be provided.  This additional funding will be paid on receipt of evidence that the shortfall was unforseen and that the monies have been reasonably spent on the establishment of the RTC.

Penneshaw, SA

Amount Provided:
$8,334 for salaries contribution

Period Covered:
June 2002 - June 2003 salary contribution year 1


June 2003 - June 2004 salary contribution year 2


June 2004 - June 2005 salary contribution year 3

Funding Agreement:
RTC Manager salary year 1 - $6,334


RTC Manager salary year 2 - $1,000


RTC Manager salary year 3 - $1,000

Beacon, WA

Amount Provided:
$10,986 for operational subsidies for the first three years

Period Covered
Project not yet commenced

Funding Agreement:
Not yet signed.

Cunderdin, WA

Amount Provided:
$20,500 for salary costs

Period Covered:
February 2002 - February 2003 year 1 staff salary


February 2003 - February 2004 year 2 staff salary


February 2004 - February 2005 year 3 staff salary

Funding Agreement:
year 1 staff salary - $4,000


year 2 staff salary - $11,000


year 3 staff salary - $5,500

Leeman, WA
Amount Provided:
$87,018.19 for salaries for the first four years of operation





$3,600 for income shortfall year 1

Period Covered:
April 2002 - April 2003 income shortfall


November 2001 - November 2002 salary year 1


November 2002 - November 2003 salary year 2


November 2003 - November 2004 salary year 3

Funding Agreement:
short-fall income year 1 - $3,600


RTC Co-ordinator salary year 1- $20,000


RTC Co-ordinator salary year 2 - $20,600


RTC Co-ordinator salary year 3 - $21,181.82


RTC Co-ordinator salary year 4 - $21,636.37

Scamander, TAS

Amount Provided:
$40,580 for operational subsidies



$6,500 for Internet Service Provider fees

Period Covered:
August 2001 - August 2002 operating subsidy and Internet fees year 1


August 2002- August 2003 operating subsidy and Internet fees year 2


August 2003 - August 2004 operating subsidy year 3

Funding Agreement:
operating subsidy and set-up year 1 - $20,240


Internet Service Provider year 1 - $3,500


operating subsidy year 2 - $14,340


Internet Service Provider year 2 - $3,000


operating subsidy year 3 - $6,000
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