Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Transport and Regional Services

Department of Transport and Regional Services

Additional Estimates 2001-2002, 19 February 2002


Question: RDG 01

Topic: Staffing Numbers in Regional Policy Division

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: 133-134

Output:  RDG

Senator O’Brien asked:

(Number of staff in Regional policy unit)

So what is the status of the numbers? …..Given that there are not 88 names on the payroll at the moment, I just wish to know whether the figure I was given was for maximum establishment, desirable agreed numbers and whether the actual is 65 as of whatever the cut-off date was for the figure you were given before you came here.

Answer:

Mr Yuile addressed this question in a document he tabled to the Senate Estimates Committee later that night (copy attached).

The number of staff originally quoted by Ms Kava (88) was the notional allocation of staff to the Regional Policy Division following the Department’s restructure on 1 January 2002.  Mr Bogiatzis had a more current figure of the number of staff (65) that the Division was employing at the time of the Senate Estimates Committee Hearing.

The discrepancy between the figure quoted by Mr Bogiatzis and the number of staff stated in the document tabled by Mr Yuile (57) is mainly due to recent recruitment into the Division and a lag in the Department’s HR information system being updated.
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