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Senator O’Brien asked: 

Following the last hearings I was provided with a breakdown of Farm Help recipients by state and year. Is it possible to bring that schedule up to date?

Mr Banfield: Yes, we have some numbers here but it might be better if we took that on notice so that we can provide it to you in writing.

Senator O’Brien asked: Has there been a significant jump in the numbers seeking assistance?

Answer: 

At 31 December 2000, there were 1246 current Farm Help Income Support recipients whereas as at 31 December 2001, there were 772 current recipients (refer to attached table). This decline reflects favourable weather conditions and improved commodity prices throughout this period and consequently, a reduced demand for welfare support. 

The attached table has been updated to the latest available figures showing the total number of farmers who have been approved for Farm Help since the program commenced on 1 December 1997 to 31 January 2002. 
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