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Senator O’Brien asked
Minister, I am assuming you were sworn in as Minister for Fisheries and Forestry at the same time.

Senator Ian Macdonald

No.  I am still the Minister for Forestry and Conservation.  That is the official title.  But the Prime Minister has indicated that I am to handle fisheries matters on behalf of the government. So I am the fisheries minister, but it does not appear in my title.

Senator O’BRIEN

What is the relevance of swearing in?  ……

Senator Macdonald

Yes, I have been sworn in, that is right.  I think we are sworn in to assist in administering the department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, if I recall.  ……  but, I think you are sworn in to actually administer a department and you are allocated certain responsibilities.

Senator O’BRIEN

So it is a sort of delegation of authority from Mr Truss to you via the Prime Minister, is that how it works?

Senator Macdonald

 that I do not know.  ……

Senator O’BRIEN

Take it on notice and let us know.

Answer: 

The answer to the Honourable Senator’s question is that, on 26 November 2001, Senator the Hon Ian Macdonald was sworn in under s.64 of the Constitution to administer the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and to hold the office of Minister for Forestry and Conservation.  As Minister for Forestry and Conservation, Senator Macdonald is responsible for fisheries and aquaculture matters.
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