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Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: 

Senator McLucas asked:

Specifically, what progress is being made to progress recommendation 4.9, 4.10, 4.13 and 4.14 of this report?
Answer:

Recommendations 4.9 and 4.10

The Taskforce recommends that AQIS continue to take the lead agency role to develop and manage a single national management regime for preventing the introduction and translocation of introduced marine species from vessels in Australian waters, based on a risk management approach, as a component of the National System for the Prevention and Management of Introduced Marine Pests.

The Taskforce recommends that as part of the National System, the Commonwealth, State and Northern Territory governments cooperate to develop a system(s) that allows for real-time monitoring and/or management of vessel movements and assessment of risks, in terms of their potential for translocation of introduced marine pests. 

In addressing recommendations 4.9 and 4.10, AFFA, through AQIS, introduced the new mandatory ballast water management arrangements for vessels arriving from overseas on 1 July 2001 as a significant step in addressing marine pest incursions through a risk management approach. AFFA and AQIS have and will continue to work with the States, the Northern Territory and the shipping industry to extend this approach to a single national management regime that addresses domestic as well as international shipping.

Recommendation 4.13

The Taskforce recommends that the hull-fouling issue be given a similar priority to that for ballast water. As part of this approach, the AQIS Decision Support System should be extended to handle hull-fouling as soon as practicable. 

Hull-fouling has been clearly identified as a key concern by both the Commonwealth and State/NothernTerritory agencies through NIMPCG, with significant funding being committed to research projects to address these issues. Approximately $266 000 has been either spent or committed through the Strategic Ballast Water Research and Development Program on four projects to review and prioritise knowledge and research on hull fouling as a pathway for the introduction and translocation of marine pests. A draft report from the first project has just been submitted, while a second is nearing completion. The remaining projects are dependent on the outcomes of the first two. 

Further work has been tasked to State and Territory agencies to develop national protocols to deal with the bio-fouling risks posed by non-commercial and illegal entry vessels.

The program of work to develop and put into operation the Ballast Water Decision Support System also includes provision for a specific module that addresses hull-fouling risks. However, work will not be initiated on this aspect until the extent of both the problem and availability of practical solutions are better identified through the projects referred to above.

Recommendation 4.14
The Taskforce recommends that the interim trigger list and any other existing listings of introduced marine pests be consolidated and further developed, to form a single list of threatening introduced marine species that can be used for both risk management and emergency response purposes. 

NIMPCG has incorporated the Australian Ballast Water Research Advisory Groups 'Marine Target Species List' with the CCIMPE 'Trigger List' and the Australian Introduced Marine Pests Advisory Council Target List.  The CSIRO Centre for Research on Introduced Marine Pests is currently developing a revised list of exotic marine pests known as the “Next Pest List” that is likely to be completed by June 2002. 

