F:  AQIS

Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Portfolio

Department 
Additional Estimates 18 February 2002


Question:
2

Output:
F – AQIS - Quarantine and Exports 
Topic: 
Work program and time-line for different aspects of infrastructure work at mail centres.
Hansard Page: 
75 

Senator O’Brien asked:

Can you supply the committee with a work program and time-line for different aspects of the work? (Relates to Australia Post infrastructure)
Answer:

The work program for infrastructure changes at international mail centres is being progressed in three phases. Phase 1 involved increasing quarantine intervention levels to the maximum extent possible within the existing infrastructure constraints.  Phase 1 has been completed and 61% of all mail entering Australia is currently quarantine screened. Phase 2 involves the implementation of interim infrastructure changes to achieve 100% quarantine intervention for all mail.  Phase 2 is expected to be completed by December 2002. Phase 3 involves the development of new mail centers by Australia Post in Sydney and Melbourne to enable 100% intervention to be sustained in the most effective way. The current projected completion date is mid-2003. 
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